
Henryk Sienkiewicz in California 
 

 
 

Timeline 
 

19 February 1876:  Henryk Sienkiewicz leaves Poland with J. Sypniewski; 
eventually arrives in Liverpool, England and thence to Queenstown, Ireland 
 
23 February 1876:  Sienkiewicz heads for the U.S.A. on the ship 
"Germanic/Germanicus” with Julius/Julian Sypniewski;  
 
4 March 1876:   Sienkiewicz arrives in NY 
 
6  March 1876:  Sienkiewicz boards the train (Western RR Station) in New York for 
the “Wild West”, with stops along the way, including Niagara Falls 
 
9 March 1876:  Sienkiewicz continues on the train from Chicago 
 
18 March 1876:  Sienkiewicz leaves Nevada and heads for Sacramento, California  
 



19 March 1876:  Henryk Sienkiewicz comes for a few weeks to San Francisco, 
where he meets Julian Horain (journalist and writer) and political exiles from the 
November Uprising of 1830/1831:  General Włodzimierz Krzyżanowski, Captain 
Franciszek Wojciechowski (aka Francis Mitchell), Captain Rudolf Korwin 
Piotrowski and others 
 
Mid-May 1876 (Western Septet):  excursion to Mt. Diablo with Julian Horain and 
Kazimierz Bielawski  
 
20 June:  Sienkiewicz goes to Anaheim, CA and spends 6 months there 
 
 
[Modjeska, with her husband and son, plus Łucjan Poprocki, and the (von) 
Sypniewski family (including Julius/Julian) arrive in New York 5 Aug 1876 on the 
ship “Donau”] 
 
17 August 1876:  “Mr. [Łucjan] Poprocki, “Mr. Bodzenta, wife and maid”, and the 
Sypniewski family “California [Anaheim]-bound” board the Pacific Mail steamship 
“Colon” in New York, headed for Aspinwall, Pennsylvania.   
 
Return to NY 26 August 1876 due to an onboard explosion.  Depart 4 Sept. from 
NY for PA   
 
 
19 September 1876:  Sienkiewicz leaves Anaheim for Los Angeles, CA 
 
30 September 1876:  Modjeska et al. arrive in Anaheim and meet Sienkiewicz 
(Sienkiewicz stays in Anaheim through December 1876) 
 
Sebastopol, California (near the Cosumnes River in Sacramento Co.), “a former 
mining town where Sienkiewicz lived in March 1877 with his two friends, Captain 
Rudolf Korwin Piotrowski and Captain Franciszek Wojciechowski …” 
 
See:   https://polishclubsf.org/SienkiewiczToHorain.pdf 
 and 

https://polishclubsf.org/Letters%20translated%20from%20Polish.pdf 
 



February 1877:  Sienkiewicz takes the boat “Mohongo” from San Francisco to 
Los Angeles and thence travels by train to the Mojave desert 
 
February 1877, Anaheim 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 11) 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter11HenrykToHorain.pdf 
 
1877, Anaheim 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 12) 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter12HenrykToHorain.pdf 
 
March 1877:  Sienkiewicz in San Francisco at 619 Minna Street, having moved 
from Anaheim 
 
30 March 1877:  Sienkiewicz leaves Anaheim for Sebastopol, CA 
 
By April 1st, Sienkiewicz in Sebastopol 
 
1 April 1877, Sebastopol 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 13) 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/SienkiewiczToHorain.pdf 
 
8 April 1877, Sebastopol 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 14) 
Sienkiewicz in Sebastopol with Francis Michel aka Franciszek Michał 
Wojciechowski 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter14HenrykToHorain.pdf  
 
9 April 1877, Sebastopol 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 15) 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter15HenrykToHorain.pdf 
 
15 April 1877, Sebastopol 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 16) 
Sienkiewicz writes of his boredom in Sebastopol 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter16HenrykToHorain.pdf 
 



16 April 1877:  Sienkiewicz travels from Sebastopol to Haywood (Hayward) where 
he remains until at least 22 April 1877 
 
22 April 1877, Hayward 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 17) 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter17HenrykToHorain.pdf 
 
23 April 1877, Hayward 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 18) 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter18HenrykToHorain.pdf 
 
1877, Hayward 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 19) 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter19SienkiewiczToHorain.pdf 
 
1877, Hayward 
Letter from Henryk Sienkiewicz to Julian Horain (Letter 20) 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Letter20SienkiewiczToHorain.pdf 
 
July/August 1877:  Sienkiewicz in Mariposa (gateway to Yosemite) at the Hotel 
called “Biling” (perhaps fictional); possibly the hotel run by Charles Bloed from 
Baden or, more likely, the hotel run by Herman Schlageter, also from Baden. 
 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Let_Us_Follow_Him/5chLAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Memories+of+Mariposa%22&pg=PA217
&printsec=frontcover 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

   
Charles Bloed family 
He conducted the hotel at Princeton, Mariposa County 
 
1870 Census, Mariposa County, California 
 

   
Herman Schlageter family 
Township 3, Mariposa, California 
 
http://cali49.com/hwy49/2013/9/10/mariposa 
 
Putrament: 
 See:  http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Putrament.pdf 
 
 
 
SEE NEXT PAGE 
 



 
 
The Schlageter Hotel has the distinction of having once provided presidents with shelter from the storm; 
Presidents Grant and Garfield are among the travelers whose names appear on the pages of its register. 
Originally built in 1859 by John F. McNamera and known as the Pine Tree Hotel, the two-story hostelry was 
the town's leading place of accommodations, boasting fine service and luxurious rooms. Herman Schlageter 
purchased the Pine Tree Hotel in 1862, changing its name to the Schlageter Hotel. Unfortunately, the hotel 
was destroyed by the conflagration of 1866, as was most of the town. Schlageter wasted little time in 
rebuilding, creating an elegant, two-story brick hotel with wide wooden balconies before the next year was 
out.  At one time (while known as the Mariposa Hotel), a wrought-iron balcony graced the upper level of the 
hotel, but it was replaced in 1901 with the present veranda. 
 

 
Sienkiewicz in San Francisco for a few weeks 
 
Involved in an “incident” on Montgomery Street in San Francisco  
(with Julian Horain) 
http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=DAC18770808.2.15&srpos=26&dliv=none&e=------187-en--20--21--txt-
txIN-Montgomery+revolver----1877---1 
 
20 August 1877:  Sienkiewicz attends the Modjeska debut in San Francisco at the 
California Theater; remains in San Francisco until at least 9 September 1877 
 



 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=XNUNAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA189&lpg=PA189&dq=%22mad+scene%22+%2B%22in+Polish%22
&source=bl&ots=DvxtRNo0dZ&sig=ACfU3U1yCRuNBST8fKH8240rTnh-
ut9PmA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjmrf2N9ODyAhVFKn0KHU43AUkQ6AF6BAgHEAM#v=onepage&q=%22mad%20scene%22
%20%2B%22in%20Polish%22&f=false 

 
October/November 1877:  Sienkiewicz is invited by a California sporting club to 
Wyoming where he hunts (possibly).  On his way back he visits the silver mines in 
Virginia City, Nevada 
 
18 December:  Sienkiewicz in San Francisco; he is sick and intends to leave 
California 
 
Sienkiewicz leaves San Francisco in February of 1878 
  



 
 
 

Mariposa Hotels 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 

Neither Gallison nor Washburn were born in Baden. 
 

 


