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record id 435604 

name Martin Prag 

date arrived 07-24-1843 

gender Male 

age 21 years 

approx. birth 
year 1822 

occupation Blacksmith 

destination USA 

purpose Staying in the USA 

native country Russia 

embarkation port Hamburg 

travel 
compartment Steerage 

ship name Edward 

 
About 1845 (December)  in New York Martin Prag married Rebecca Sylvester (aka Silberstein); 
Rebecca’s surname is listed as “Silverstein” in the 1841 British census, and “Silvester” on the 1843 
ship’s manifest. 
 
1848 

 
 
  



Naturalized in New York in 1850, 14 June or July (sources differ) 

 
 

 
 
1850 New York (Martin, his wife and son, are living with Martin’s in-laws) 

 
Name: Martin Pragg 

Residence Date: 1850 
Residence Place: New York City, New York, New York, United States 

Comments: Porterhouse 



 
1850 San Francisco  

 
 
Prag Children  (3 girls out of the 11 children were alive at the time of Martin Prag’s death in 1891) 
 George Washington, Benjamin, Daniel, Sarah,  Augusta/Gussie, 
 Elias or Ellis, Manuel/Mannus, Isabella/Belle, Harriet/Hattie, Nellie, Caroline/Carrie 
 
 
1852 Census 
San Francisco, California 

 
 
 
“John Sullivan Deas, described as a mulatto, was a tinsmith in Charleston and San Francisco before 
moving to Victoria, Vancouver Island, probably in 1861 or 1862. He may have come to Vancouver 
Island to work for Martin Prag, a hardware and tinware dealer, who had previously employed 
him in San Francisco.   
 
During 1860 and 1861 Deas worked in San Francisco at his trade of tinsmith, being employed for at 
least part of the time by Martin Prag, a dealer in stoves and tinware. This latter connection most 
likely led to Deas

 
migration to Vancouver Island, where Prag also had an establishment.

  
First 

Victoria Directory, 1860, comp. Edward Mallandine (Victoria i860), p. 50.” 
1860 San Francisco 
 
1860 San Francisco 

 
Martin, Rebecca, George Washington, Benjamin, Daniel, Sarah, Augusta 
 
1862  Stoves and Tinware 

 
 
  



1863 

 
 
1863  Martin Prag collected $750 collars for the Polish Cause from Victoria, Vancouver Island, where 
he also had a business interest 

 
 
  



 
Membership list, Polish Society of California: 
 
 
 
1865 

 
 
 

 
 
1866 

  
 
1867 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1868 

 
 
  



1870 San Francisco 

 
Martin, Rebecca, George Washington, Benjamin, Daniel, Sarah, Augusta, Lillie, Manuel, Isabelle, 
Hattie, Nellie 

 
 

 
 
1875 

 
 

 
 
  



1877 

 
 
1878 

 
 

 
 
1880 San Francisco 

 
Martin, Rebecca, George Washington, Sarah, Daniel, Augusta (Gussie), Isabelle, Hattie, Manuel, 
Nellie 
 

 
 
1883 

 
 
1884 

 
 
  



1888 

 
 

70 Mrs. Rebecca Prag 818 Filbert Maritn Prag -husband Feby 1 Feby 3 

 

 
Prag   Rebecca      02   01   1888   Image 

 232851   N Gray  

 
Mrs. Rebecca Prag  
Burial  
03 Feb 1888  
San Francisco, San Francisco, California
Female  
01 Feb 1888  
N. Gray & Co. Funeral Records  
San Francisco, San Francisco, California
Register  
1887-1888  
4178668  
00012  
 
Rebecca Prag died in 1888 as did her son, George 

Name: Rebecca Prag 
Birth Date: abt 1830 
Death Date: 1888 

Age at Death: Abt 58 
Burial Date: 6 Jun 1893 
Burial Plot: Plot A, Sec. 2, Lot 10 

Burial Place: Colma, California, United States 
Comments: Reburial from: Old Cemetery 
Cemetery: Hills of Eternity Memorial Park Congregation Sherith Israel 

  
  

Prag   George   W   10   30   1888   
Image  

 233261   N Gray  

 
 
 
  



1890  Martin Prag’s occupation is listed as “none”.  He was naturalized June 14, 1850 in New York. 

 
 
 

 
 
Died:  1891 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

PRAG, MARTIN 
Cemetery 

Hills Of Eternity 
Plot 

A 
Section 

2 
Lot-Row 

10 
Grave 

9 

 
1895:  818 Filbert = Martin Prag Family 



 
 
1896 

 
 

Name: Sarah Prag 

Birth Date: abt 1855 

Birth Place: San Francisco, CA, USA 

Death Date: 14 May 1896 

Death Place: San Francisco, California, USA 

Age at Death: 41 

Burial Date: 15 May 1896 

Burial Plot: Plot A, Sec. 2, Lot 10 

Burial Place: Colma, California, United States 

Cemetery: Hills of Eternity Memorial Park Congregation Sherith Israel 

 
1898 

 
 
1901 

 
 
 



1909 
Name: Augusta Prag Seston 

Birth Date: abt 1857 

Birth Place: San Francisco, CA, USA 

Death Date: 29 Dec 1909 

Death Place: San Francisco, California, USA 

Age at Death: 52 

Burial Date: 31 Dec 1909 

Burial Plot: Plot A, Sec. 2, Lot 10 

Burial Place: Colma, California, United States 

Other surnames: Prag 

Cemetery: Hills of Eternity Memorial Park Congregation Sherith 
Israel 

 
1916 

 
 
1920 

Name: (Isa)Bella Prag 
Birth Date: abt 1866 
Birth Place: San Francisco, CA, USA 
Death Date: 2 Mar 1920 
Death Place: San Francisco, California, USA 
Age at Death: 54 
Burial Date: 4 Mar 1920 
Burial Plot: Plot A, Sec. 2, Lot 10, #4 

Burial Place: Colma, California, United States 
Cemetery: Hills of Eternity Memorial Park Congregation Sherith Israel 

 
 
Name: Isabella Prag  
Event Type: Death  
Event Date: 01 Mar 1920  
Event Place: San Francisco, San Francisco, California
Gender: Female  
Age: 54  
Marital Status: Single  
Birth Date: 10 Jun 1865  
Birthplace: California  
Death Date:  

Birth Year (Estimated): 1866  
Burial Date:  

Funeral Home: J.S. Godeau Funeral Records  
Funeral Place: San Francisco, San Francisco, California
Obituary Included: YES  
Father's Name: Martin Prag  



Mother's Name: Rebecca Sylvester  
Record Type: Record Book  
Source Reference: Vol. 25, p. 1-408, 1919-1920  
Digital Folder Number: 4184338  
Image Number: 00386  
  



  
1922 

Prag   Caroline      06   17   1922   Image 
 234931   Godeau  

                 

Name: Caroline Prag 

Birth Date: abt 1872 

Birth Place: San Francisco, CA, USA 

Death Date: 17 Jun 1922 

Death Place: Napa, California, USA 

Age at Death: 50 

Burial Date: 20 Jun 1922 

Burial Plot: Plot A, Sec. 2, Lot 10, #3 

Burial Place: Colma, California, United States 

Cemetery: Hills of Eternity Memorial Park Congregation Sherith Israel 

 
1942 

Name: Nellie Prag 

Gender: Female 

Birth Date: 8 Sep 1868 

Birth Place: California 

Death Date: 18 Aug 1942 

Death Place: San Francisco 

Mother's Maiden 
Name: 

Sylvester 

Father's 
Surname: 

Prag 

 
 
Father-in-law of Martin Prag = Frank Silberstein/Sylvester 
 
 
Frank Sylvester arrived on Vancouver Island aboard the SS Pacific on July 17, 1858, and was one of the 
first arrivals to the Island from amongst a group of approximately fifty Jews, who would become the 
colony‘s first Jewish inhabitants.25 Sylvester was born in England in 1842 to Jewish Prussian parents, 
Eula and Hyman Silberstein. The Silbersteins first settled in New York City in 1843, at which point the 
name Silberstein was Anglicized to Sylvester (see Appendix A).26 By virtue of his emigration to the US as 
an infant, [Frank/Francis] Sylvester became a naturalized US citizen as a child, his older siblings were not 
as fortunate. In 1856 Sylvester and his father travelled from New York to San Francisco in search of 
prosperity and to reunite with Sylvester‘s elder sisters. In 1858 Sylvester‘s brother-in-law, Martin Prag, 
sponsored Sylvester to travel to the gold fields of British Columbia so that he could try his hand at mining 
and trading.27 Sylvester instantly earned a respected place for himself in Victoria‘s burgeoning Jewish 
community as well as a place in the community-at-large. 
  



 
Name: Frank Silvester 

Arrival Date: 22 Jun 1843 
Age: 1 

Port of Arrival: New York 
Port of Departure: Liverpool 

Place of Origin: England 
Ship: Europe 

Family Identification: 30117051 
Microfilm Serial Number: M237 
Microfilm Roll Number: 52 

 
 
George Washington Prag  

California, Great Registers, 
1866-1910 

other 
26 Jul 
1872 

Oakland City, Alameda, California, United 
States 

birth: 1849 New York 
 

  

  
 

George Washington Prag  

California, Great Registers, 
1866-1910 

other 
26 Jul 
1872 

Oakland City, Alameda, California, United 
States 

birth: 1849 New York 
 

  

  
 

George Washington Prag  

California, Great Registers, 
1866-1910 

other 1873 
833 Howard 10, San Francisco, California, 
United States 

birth: 1849 New York 
 

  

  
 

George Washington Prag  

California, Great Registers, 
1866-1910 

other 1876 
Washn And Mont, San Francisco, California, 
United States 

birth: 1849 New York 
 

  

  
 

George Washington Prag  

California, Great Registers, 
1866-1910 

other 
31 Jul 
1875 

Wash And Montgy, San Francisco, 
California, United States 

birth: 1848 New York 
 

  

  
 

George Washington Prag  

California, Great Registers, 
1866-1910 

other 1875 
Washington And Mont 3, San Francisco, 
California, United States 

birth: 1848 New York 
 

  

  
 

George Washington Prag  

California, Great Registers, 
1866-1910 

other 1882 
807 Filbert, San Francisco, California, United 
States 

birth: 1848 New York 
 

  

  
 

George Washington Prag  

California, Great Registers, 
1866-1910 

other 
12 Oct 
1886 

1627 Powell, San Francisco, California, 
United States 

birth: 1848 New York 
 

  

George W Prag  
California, Great Registers, 1866-1910 

other  Reed Ranch, Marin, California, United States 

birth:  New York 
 

   



  

George W Prag  
California, Great Registers, 1866-1910 

other 
27 May 
1878 

812 Kearny, San Francisco, California, 
United States 

birth: 1849 New York 
 

  

 
 
1841 Silverstein family, England 

 

 

  
 
 
 
1843:  Silverstein/Silberstein/Sylvester/Silvester family arrives in the USA 
 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Silverstein aka Sylvester became the wife of Martin Prag 



PRAG, BELLA 

 
03/02/1920 

 
Hills Of Eternity 

PRAG, CAROLINE 

 
06/17/1922 

 
Hills Of Eternity 

PRAG, CONRAD 

   
Home of Peace 

PRAG, JESSE 

   
Home of Peace 

PRAG, MARTIN 

 
02/05/1890 

 
Hills Of Eternity 

PRAG, MARY 

 
03/18/1935 

 
Home of Peace 

PRAG, NELLIE 

 
08/18/1942 

 
Hills Of Eternity 

PRAG, SARAH 

 
05/14/1896 

 
Hills Of Eternity 

 


