
Hanna (Hanka) Kali Gordziałkowska Weynerowska/Wejnerowska 
 
 

December 18, 1918 (Warsaw, Poland) – 
June 20, 1998 (San Francisco, California) 

 
The Polish-born artist Hanna Gordziałkowska Weynerowska, widely known by her mononym Kali, passed away on June 
20, 1998, in San Francisco . A prominent painter who settled in the Bay Area, she is particularly remembered for her life's 
work and the dramatic recovery of her art.  
Key details regarding her legacy include: 

 The Will: In her will, she requested that her 86 paintings be donated to the Polish Museum in Rapperswil, 
Switzerland. 

 The Mystery: After her death, the artwork disappeared and their whereabouts remained unknown for 16 years. 
 The Recovery: In 2014, the FBI and the Polish Ministry of Culture tracked 75 of these paintings to a storage 

facility in Santa Rosa, California, which were then successfully returned to the museum in Switzerland. 
 Biographical Data: Born in 1918, she and her husband settled in the Bay Area, where she painted and actively 

documented the cultural landscape, including the portraits of San Francisco's Black community.  
 
 

 
 

? 
Geneteka 

Father:  Bronisław Gordziałkowski; Mother:  Aniela Czarnocka 
 
Marriage: 
June 28, 1950 
Brussels, Belgium 
Groom:  Henryk Weynerowski (born in Bydgoszcz, Poland on  
July 13, 1901) 
 



1951 
Lived on her brother’s farm in Vineland, Ontario, Canada 
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July 16, 1953 
Entered the USA at Buffalo, New York from Canada 
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1955 exhibit at the Palace of the Legion of Honor in San Francisco 

 
 
1956:  Los Angeles art exhibit 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
1958:  Naturalized in San Francisco:  November 18, 1958 
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1962:  Exhibit, De Young Museum, San Francisco 

 
By M.H. De Young Memorial Museum · 1962 
Oakland Tribune 
Sun, Oct 14, 1962 ·Page 87 [Exhibit Sept. 22 – Oct. 23, 1962- 
 
 
1971 Award 
 

 



Foghorn, March 2, 1973 



1988 death of Henryk 

 
 

 
Gizela Chmielewska 

Weynerowscy - od butow i dobrych uczynkow 
 
 
Henryk Weynerowski is buried at the Nowofarny Cemetery in Bydgoszcz, Poland (located at ul. Artyleryjska 
10). He rests in the family tomb alongside other notable members of the Weynerowski family, who were 
renowned interwar shoe manufacturers in Bydgoszcz. 
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Kentzer        VitalSearch 

https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoni_Weynerowski 
 

Kali donated her art work to the Polish Museum in Rapperswil 
https://polenmuseum.ch/en/news/kali-en 
 
https://polenmuseum.ch/pl/news/kali 
 
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/kali/m012zlhf3?hl=en 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kali_(painter) 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
Cover of Polish American Studies.  Vol. LXXXIII, Nos. 1-2, Spring-Autumn 2026 
 
The image is a part of several greeting cards sent by Polish American painter 
Hanna Wynerowska (1918-1998), known as Kali, to Jan Franciszek Sławiczek 
(Jan Kowalik), a California-based bibliographer, writer, and poet active in the 
postwar Polish émigré community.  A World War II veteran, Weynerowska was 
celebrated for her stylized portraits exhibited in Paris, London, Brussels, New 
York, San Francisco, and São Paolo.  After settling in San Francisco with her 
husband, Henryk in 1953, she remained there until her death. 
 
Courtesy of the Jan Kowalik papers [collection number 93047, Box 46, Folder 
Kali, Hanna Weynerowska], Hoover Institution Library & Archives, Stanford, 
California. 
Online:  https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/kt6p3038sc 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friday, April 11, 2014 
SAN FRANCISCO 
 
There were 75 paintings by Polish artist Hanna Weynerowski-Kali and now that they have been safely moved to the 
Polish museum in Switzerland, the FBI is releasing details about the case. 
One of her works is called "The Cobbler." Kali was a Polish resistance fighter during World War II. After the war, she 
traveled the world, painting, and finally settling down in the Bay Area. Kali's artwork is considered a national treasure in 
Poland. When she died in San Francisco in 1998, Kali left 86 paintings to The Polish Museum in Rapperswil, Switzerland. 
"The artworks never reached their intended destination," said Caria Tomczykowska, Special Envoy to the Polish 
Consulate. 
They had vanished. For 16 years, the whereabouts of the paintings were a mystery. Four years ago, the museum 
intensified its search for the artwork. Recently, the Polish Ministry of Culture turned to the FBI in San Francisco. 
"The Polish Government had asked us to try and reach out for one of the family members here in the Bay Area and see if 
he was aware of the location of the paintings," said David Johnson, the FBI Special Agent in Charge in San Francisco. 
The FBI went to Kali's nephew's home in Santa Rosa. 
"He knew where the paintings were. They were maintained in a storage facility and after a conversation with us, it was 
agreed that we would take them to get them back to Switzerland where they belonged," said Johnson. 
The FBI recovered 75 of the 86 paintings. The nephew said he was protecting the paintings and didn't know the museum 
was looking for them. 
The Polish Government says there are still some 80,000 pieces of art that are missing from its country. Most are believed 
to have been stolen by the Nazis and Russians. 
"They are finding more and more paintings in Germany and Holland and other places. These paintings are coming back," 
said Tomczykowska. 
Now 75 more paintings have come back; this time from San Francisco. 
Copyright © 2026 KABC Television, LLC. All rights reserved. 
 
In 2014, 75 paintings by Polish artist Hanna Weynerowski-Kali were recovered in the San Francisco Bay Area by the FBI 
and returned to a museum in Switzerland. The artwork, which had been missing for 16 years, was found in a California 
storage facility, according to Tomczykowska, who highlighted the return of these works. 
 
April 11, 2014  
 
FBI Locates “Lost Treasures", Returns to Poland  
 
75 Paintings by Hanna “Kali” Weynerowska Considered Polish Cultural Artifacts, National Treasures  
 
SAN FRANCISCO – FBI agents from the San Francisco Field Office returned 75 lost paintings that are considered cultural 
artifacts and national treasures to Poland’s Ministry of Culture yesterday.  



 
“The FBI is proud to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our Polish counterparts in ensuring safe passage of these lost 
national treasures,” said FBI Special Agent in Charge David J. Johnson of the San Francisco Field Office. “Preserving our 
past is priceless and we were honored to be a part of this quest to get these paintings finally home.”  
 
Hanna Weynerowska, also known as “Kali” in her association with the Polish Underground Resistance during World War 
Two, was a career artist. Following the war, she returned to painting and traveled the world until she immigrated to San 
Francisco In 1998, Weynerowska died but her paintings were being pursued by a museum custodian but the transfer 
never occurred.  
 
Recently, the paintings were located in a storage facility under safe keeping by a member of Weynerowska’s family. The 
paintings will be housed and displayed at The Polish Museum in Rapperswil, Switzerland.  
 
Notably, “Boy on Donkey”, “Boy with Rooster”, “Pacheco Pass”, “Rafaelito”, “The Cobbler” and “Walking a Bird” were 
among the 75 paintings returned.  
 
"This is a great example of what the FBI's Legal Attaché program is about- trying to do what we can anywhere in the 
world,” said FBI Legal Attaché Monika Wasiewicz, who is assigned to the U.S. Embassy in Warsaw. “Today, the FBI was 
fortunate enough to assist Poland, her people and our partners.”  
 
This investigation was conducted by the FBI San Francisco Field Office and FBI Legal Attaché Office in Warsaw.  
 
FBI with Kali Paintings  
 
SAN FRANCISCO (April 4, 2014) – FBI Special Agent in Charge David J. Johnson inspects “Boy with Peacock Feather” 
by late Polish artist Hanna “Kali” Weynerowska prior to packaging and shipment. Agents from the FBI San Francisco Field 
Office returned 75 paintings by Kali to Poland’s Ministry of Culture following a missing art investigation. Kali’s paintings are 
considered Polish cultural artifacts and national treasures and were missing for 16 years.  
 
PACF President Caria Tomczykowska represented Poland's Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, reading their 
statement during the Press Conference today. 
 
 

 
 
 
Henryk Weynerowski (1901–1988) was a prominent industrialist from Bydgoszcz, a co-owner of the powerful pre-war 
"Leo" Shoe Factory (later the "Kobra" Pomeranian Leather Industry Works), as well as a social activist and philanthropist. 
After the war, forced into exile, he settled permanently in San Francisco. Biography and Activities in Bydgoszcz: Education 
and Business: He was born on July 13, 1901, in Bydgoszcz. By profession, he was an engineer. From 1929 onwards, 
together with his brother Witold (a lawyer and economist), he managed the family-owned factory. Growth of the "Leo" 
Company: Under Henryk's leadership, the plant was modernized and expanded—including the construction of modern 
production halls at the intersection of Kościuszki and Chocimska Streets—becoming one of the largest and most 
technologically advanced footwear enterprises in Poland. The company employed hundreds of people and operated its 
own retail stores throughout the country. Civic Engagement: He was a highly respected employer and a reserve officer. He 
was actively involved in numerous cultural, educational, and sports associations within the city. Occupation and Life in 
Exile: World War II: In September 1939, he was arrested and tortured by the Gestapo. He was subsequently released, 
thanks in part to the intercession of the factory's German employees. Underground Activities: He fled to Warsaw, where 
he managed a second shoe factory, thereby saving lives and providing employment for many people. He served in the 
Home Army. Emigration: After the war, he left for Belgium, then moved to Canada, eventually settling in San Francisco, 
USA, where he passed away on April 27, 1988. Traces in Bydgoszcz: Industrial Heritage: The former headquarters of the 
"Leo" factory (located at the intersection of Kościuszki and Chocimska Streets) stands today as a symbolic part of 
Bydgoszcz’s industrial history. The Weynerowski Villa: The family resided in a distinctive modernist villa—featuring a 
unique architectural accent in the form of a ship's prow on its roof—located on Kopernika Street. Antoni Weynerowski 



Street: The City Council honored the contributions of the entire family (including his father, Antoni) by naming a newly 
constructed street within the Bydgoszcz Industrial and Technological Park (connecting Hutnicza and Nowotoruńska 
Streets) after Antoni Weynerowski. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
191 Robinhood Drive, San Francisco, CA  94127 

 
Henryk and Kali’s home on Mount Davidson (Sherwood Forest) 
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