Jan [John or Johannes or Johann] Teofil [Theofilus or Theofil; in German “Gottlieb”] Strencel or
Strentzel or Strenzel or Strencil or Strenczel or Strentzell, Strensall, Strensel, etc.

Born 25 November 1813 (some documents report 29 November or 2 November), in Lublin, Poland
[NOTE: While in “Pesth” Dr. Strentzel sometimes claimed that he was born in Latoszyn, presumably
to protect his Lublin family. He fought against the Russians in Poland’s 1830 Uprising and was an
exile; his family was in danger of retribution].

’ ,.'/ / oy /'t 7 - “ > s
| o 3 AR = / : e e .
Y Y - e 1:"'..; et S B griota ./':I?.-i:r..-ﬂ--'r'-' F e o TR 41 A A e
r
P e . 0 . . ¥ : :
) ¥ . 12 L pensriar) cigs s
£ }-J-‘I--' AT dewt LT e P - By y-& EAE A

%

Y

s EXR YR / fg//¢/

"}::-d: wy £ pgg Sgais ;c/fn et o ..r'...-': . 9‘,
s - !

Z 3 o & e -

Died: 31 October 1890, Alhambra Valley [Martinez], Contra Costa County, California
Brother Henry (Henryk or Heinrich) born about 1817 in Lublin, Poland

The six children from the father of John Strenzel in Lublin were baptized in Lublin's
Evangelical Lutheran church:

Johann Heinrich Christian (1810), Johann Teofil [Polish] | Gottlieb [German] (1813),
Heinrich Christian (1817), Eduard (1818), Sophie/Zofia Emilie (1820) [remained in Lublin] and Emilie
Jadwiga/Ludwika (1822). 3 survived to adulthood: John T., Henry C. and Sophie E.

From the Internet:

“The baptism dates for Gottlieb (1813) and Heinrich (1817) correspond with the dates for John (1813)
and his brother Henry Christian (1817) that are inscribed on their tombstones in California. John
indicated in his biography that his mother and father had a large family.”

“His parents were John (Jan or Johann) Strentzel, born in Pomerania in 1771 and Sophia
(Zofia) Meizner, born in 1785 in Lublin. They were married in 1803 and became fairly well-to-do.
His father owned an orchard and garden near town.”

In 1838/39, when he was 25, he attended the masters apothecary course in Budapest Medical
School. He passed his final exam (rygorosum) on the 10th of July 1839. A day later he was awarded
a diploma. (Prof. |. Kovacs via Roman Wtodek)

1) The book of classification on the University

od Medicine (now:€ Semmelweis Ignac
Orvostudomanyi Egyetem): apothecary course
1838/39, Joannes (in Hungarian€ Janos) Stentzl, <
25 years, born in Latocin in Galicia, son of Joannes - dealer
2) The book of apothecary masters: Joannes

Strenzel”, 26 years, born in Latoszyn in Galcia




“Dr. Strentzel fled Poland after the 1830 Uprising to keep from being pressed into service in the
Russian Army. He entered what is now Hungary. There he gathered information on the wine trade,
and vineyard culture. He entered the University of Pesth and received a medical diploma.

“In 1840, he and his brother emigrated to the U.S., landing in New Orleans, thence moving to
Louisville, Kentucky. They left there, for Texas, with the Petersen [sic] Peters Colonization
Company and settled where Dallas is now located.”

“William S. Peters, the founder of the Peters colony of Texas, was born in England in 1779. He
moved to North America in 1827 with his wife and six of his children. He worked in Canada as a
military bandmaster and was forty-eight years old when he entered the United States.

After a musical partnership ended between Peters and a William Browning, they traveled from
Louisville Kentucky to England to find investors for what became known as the Peters Colony. It's
not really known why Peters became interested in Texas. What is known is that he was and followed
it up with an effort to find investors to make it happen. Peters eventually located the original twenty
investors and they petitioned the Texas Republic to contract land to them which at first was to be a
colony of Englishmen but the investors ended up being half American and half English. In response,
the Republic of Texas through its Fifth Congress enacted a law on February 4, 1841, that authorized
the president of the Republic of Texas to enter into an “empresario contract” with Peters and his
associates.”

They remained there one year, then moved to Lamar County and purchased 500 acres of land.

“In 1849, when the California gold rush fever swept the country, the Strentzels joined a wagon train
with other pioneers and headed for the "promised land" to seek their fortune. Their two small children
journeyed with them. The wagon train left Bonham, Texas and included around 103 men, 9 women,
and 25 children. The Strentzels had two children when they left Honey Grove, Louisa, age two, and
Johnny, age ten months. Johnny would later die of diphtheria at age nine.”

Archiwum Parafii Ewangelicko-Augsburskiej w Lublinie

Biuletyn Informacyjny No 1/2001

Akta metrykalne Parafii w Lublinie - APLn/LUB/sp

Sygnatura Akt wg APL:

APLNn/LUB/sp/1 Wykaz chrztéw w Parafii Ewangelicko-Augsburskiej w Lublinie w
latach 1810-67, s. 75

Wykaz

chrztow w Parafii Ewangelicko-Augsburskiej w Lublinie w latach 1810-67

| Nr | Nazwisko | Imiona | Rok lNrI

Evangelical (Lutheran) Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland




http://regestry.lubgens.eu/viewpage.php?page id=1052&par=195

Znalezione urodzenia / chrzty

2598|Strenzel Johann Heinrych 1810] 4|€—
2599 |Steinhauser Katharine 1812 7
2600[Strenzel Gottlieb 1813 7|€—
2601 |Stryienski Paul Johann 1814 &6
2602 |Schiller Elisabeth Theodore 1814 8
2603 |Seydel Anne Karoline 1815 b
2604 |Szymanowski Josef Andreas 1815 7
2605|Szule Paul 1816 7
2606 |Strenzel Heinrich Christian 1817] 3|€—
2607|Strencel Eduard 1818] 1€
2608 |Strenzel Sophie Emilie 1820 1|€
2609|Szwylge Karl Wilhelm 1820 2
2610|Stututa Melania 1820 5
24611|Strenzel Emilie Ludwige 1822| 1| €

NAZWISKO

IMIE, IMIONA

PARAFIA

AKT

ROK

Strenzel

Johann Heinrych

Lublin (ewangelicko-augs.)

1810

Strenzel

Gottlieb

Lublin (ewangelicko-augs.)

1813

Strenzel

Heinrich Christian

Lublin (ewangelicko-augs.)

1817

Strenzel

Sophie Emilie

Lublin (ewangelicko-augs.)

1820

Strenzel

Emilie Ludwige

Lublin (ewangelicko-augs.)

PrlrlwN] >

1822

1828-1831, pharmacist’s assistant, Lublin
Jan Strenzel worked as a pharmacist’s assistant from Aug. 1, 1828 until June 26, 1831
for Stefan Gagsiorowski (Source: Research by Roman Wtodek, Krakow)

Krok dalej, w kamienicy zwanej Klonowiczowska, czyli przy Rynku 2, mial swoja apteke
asesor farmacji pan Stefan Gasiorowski. Miescila sie ona na rogu Rynku i Gnojnej. Kamienica ta,
niegdys wlasnos¢ tesciow Sebastiana Klonowaci, w latach 1833-1861 pozostawata w rekach
Stefana Gasiorowskiego 1 jego zony Rozalii. wiedli tu oni zywot nader cnotliwy, o czym glosi

tablica marmurowa pomieszczona na jednym z filaréw w kosciele $w. Ducha.

(Stefan Gasiorowski, aptekarz, obywatel m. Lublina, zmart 3 maja 1864; Stefan Ggsiorowski)
Translation: A pharmacist, a citizen of Lublin, died May 3, 1864

1836 Letter to John Strentzel from Kollmann
http://www.polishclubsf.org/KollmannToStrentzel.pdf

1837 Letter RE Ludwik Wiemuth, friend of Strentzel from Lublin
http://www.polishclubsf.org/1837.pdf

1837-1838: Carl Gurtler to John Strentzel
http://www.polishclubsf.orq/GurtlerToStrentzel.pdf




1837 Letter to Strentzel from John William Burchard
http://www.polishclubsf.org/BurchardLetterToStrentzel.pdf

University of Warsaw | 1839: Medical degree, University of Pesth, Hungary

Date?: Herr Johann Stentzel die Realapotheke des Herrn Dul in Rohatyn, Galizien ??
Zeitschrift des allgemeinen Oesterreichischen Apotheker-Vereines, Volume 35

Letter to John Strentzel, dated June 1840
http://www.polishClubSF.org/1840.pdf

Arrived in 1840 in New Orleans; in 1849 in California; & betw. 1851 - 1853 to Alhambra, Martinez

tled down at an orchard property near Martinez, cultivated Muscat
grapes and Bartlett pears, supervised Chinese laborers, and made a
lot of money. Muir inherited a fruit ranch in Contra Costa County
from his father-in-law, Dr. John Theophil Strentzel (Jan Teofil Stren-
zel), a political exile from Lublin, Poland. Before coming to Amer-
ica, Strentzel studied medicine and horticulture, two fields that made
good use of surgical knives. Even more than Muir, Strentzel per-
sonifies the California Dream. He got off the boat at New Orleans
in 1840 and proceeded to join a settlement company bound for Dal-
las. In Texas he married a woman from Tennessee named Louisiana.
After the U.S.-Mexican War, Strentzel convinced his wife to move
to California with their small daughter. The arduous overland journey
through the Sonoran Desert almost killed Louisiana, who suffered

from chronic ailments. Although the Strentzels arrived in 1849, they



To the Editors,

Came Carxoun, Oct, 21, 1840,

Sias: In compliance with the annexed resolutions,
have lo request of you, in the name of the emigrants, to
give our petition & place in the Washington Union.

It was designed that the resolutioos should be left for
other signatures ; but an express man goes to San Diego
in the morning, and I tranamit this with the names of
those only who attended the meeting.

1 am, very respectlully, your obedient servant,

LEMARCUS WIATT.

At a meeting of the umigr:nu. held at Camp Calhoun,
opposite the mouth of the Rio Gila, oa 19th inst., (Oorober,)
wheno Dr. Siepben Kinzey was callad to the chalr, and

Lemarcus Wiatt appointed secretary, the following pream: | -

ble and resolutlons were unanimouasly adopted s

The undersigned, citizens of the Uniled Biates, and emi-
graiiog to California, Hnding upon their arrival at this
point unfureseon troubls, have met to-uighe st Camp Cal.
houn, and passed the following resolutions—viz

Hesolved, Thlh from the best informaiion collecd and

observations wade, this |8 the prelecable polut for the emi-
grants to oroas the rado river.

Resolved, That, in conseqnonces of the hostile and thieving
disposition of the Indinus at this place, who are well sup-
ptied with arms acd ammunition, the establishment of &
military post ls of all importanuce for the protection and
salety of 1be great HBow of Asverlcan emiyranis ; and we do,
therelore, respecifully petition sthe goveromentof the Uni-
trd Srstes 1o establiab snid post, st es enrly o day as pras-
ticable, for the sevurity ol our lellow-countrymen who are

loliowing, wid who mre yei to emigrale, lolowing this |

route.

Revolved, That we tender oar sincers thanks to Lieot
C. J. Cen &, coinmanding at this camp, for the kindness and
attention he hus exicnded to the emigrants j and als to the
men {suldienz) of bis commuand, who have voluntasily
divided their rations with [mnidies in & sutioriog and dis

HResoleed, Toat the seoretary of this moeting famish &
copy ol these resulutions lo Gen. Hiley, with a view sud
hojre of & more speedy accomplishment of their object, and
alsom oopy L0 svine Washiugtoa oity newspaper, with a

mﬁlﬂ lar its publ \

ved, Tuat, in bebalf of the emigrants, Lieut. C. J.
Cents is rerquesicd to lake charge of thess resolutions, and
forward them by the first opporupliy to,the Becretary of
War—presenting bem in \he mesntime to such smiyrants
as may o passing, with the view of obtaining other signa-

Lured.
Rasolwed, That this meeiing now
STEPHEN K

oarn, ool
ZEY, Chairman.
Leumancus Wiarr, Beoretary.

Youog E. Brown, James Marron, Wm. Michler, Louls
Woll, v m, G. Evans, Alex. Oribbs, David Fresman, James
Harnison, J. Sounel, George Swinegraady, W. Creutzfeldr,
David Hhipiidz. Johin Brurentzel. Henry gu-;ml, A.Em-
mert, Chas. do Quirinl, C. W. Buchel.
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A - e



CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 507

choice of joining the Russian army or exiling himself in some foreign
land. Like thousands of his countrymen he chose the latter course, and
his first thoughts were of America. He landed in New Orleans, stopping
but a short time, and then pushed westward to Texas with the Peterson
Colony that was formed in Louisville, Ky. In 1840 he built his cahin
on land now the site of Dallas, Texas; and after several years spent on
the Trinity River he purchased a homestead in Lamar County and prac-
ticed medicine and surgery for several years.

On December 31, 1843, Dr. Strentzel was united in marriage with
Miss Louisiana Erwin, daughter of a prominent Kentuckian who had
moved into Tennessee and later into Texas. The glowing reports of the
wonderful Pacific Coast region so fired Dr. Strentzel's enthusiasm that
he caught the fever of the Forty-niners and with a company of thirty-
five persons set out across the plains, leaving his Texas home on March
22, 1849. For 800 miles the little party had to fight their way through
an unknown country, as no pathfinder up to that time had blazed a trail
to El Paso. The party suffered from lack of water many times, and
apon reaching El Paso Mrs. Strentzel was taken ill from the effects of
drinking alkaline water on the desert. They spent July 4, 1849, in El
Paso, where the party broke up, some returning to their homes, some
remaining in Il Paso, and the remainder coming on to California. The
trip of these last took them through the Apache Indian country. The
Strentzels and party floated down and across the Rio Grande River above
El Paso on a raft, and then by easy stages made their way westward.
After crossing the Colorado River they struck out across the Mojave
Desert and weary and worn arrived in San Diego, the gateway into Cali-
fornia for their little band of Argonauts.

Dr. Strentzel had intended taking a boat at this port for San Fran-
cisco, but he was unable to sell his horses for what he deemed them to
be worth and hence decided to take the trail overland. This brought
him through the great San Joaquin Valley, and when he got to the Tuo-
lumne River they were so thoroughly in love with the country that they
decided they would remain.  He established a store and ferry about two
miles south of La Grange, which he conducted for two years. It is said
that one day Dr. Strentzel would entertain John C. Fremont or General
Miller and other noted personages of those days, and the next he might
act as host to a band of desperadoes who were plundering the country-
side. As a result of the hardships Mrs, Strentzel had undergone, her
health was greatly impaired and for three years she was confined to her
bed, requiring her husband's almost constant attention, in consequence
of which he gave up his business to take care of his wife. He bought
600 acres of land along the Merced River below Snelling and took up
cattle raising and ranching until the floods of the winter swept away the
work of years in a single night, flooded his home, and subjected him to
exposure from which he never fully recovered. As soon as he was able
to travel, Dr. Strentzel left the Merced River country for good.

http://honeygrove.fatcow.com/BVML %20Web%20Pages/Honey%20Grove %20Web%20Pages/Louisiana_Erwin_Strentzel.htm

1843: Marriage, 31 Dec 1843 — Fannin County, Texas
Marriage of John T. Strentzel and Louisiana Erwin
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CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY
FIONEER RECORD

.Strentzel, John Theophil

Nameinfull . ./a/ﬂ 7-/&9___ /4,/ ymrJ

IO Y | 2 Bodend. . e
oateotbinh.... 202 2.9, 1 §/3 s

]Fnthor o ‘Ah/n 5/%,,,7?/[/ L85 ommm._) =
7;;‘::’ 7| Motner (massennamemta S0 phd_ D)ef3m enrmdible).
D éu:s::na_ frwm_(l Oct- 31, 1 2./, Termsnssas

Date of marriage “ Au' 3 / /&-5{

Place of marriage . ... . 74-4'4—0 . 3 T O
OVER
Name: John Strentzel
State: X
County: Fannin County
Township: No Township Listed
Year: 1843
Database: TX Tax List Index, 1840-1849
Population

In 1844, Lamar County probably had a
population between 2,500 and 3.000, not
counting the Negro slaves. No census was taken

until 1850 after Texas had become a state.
1846: Henry naturalized, Texas territory (John was also naturallzed |n TX in 1846)

NAME: Henry Strintzel
STATE: TX
COUNTY: Lamar County
TOWNSHIP:  No Township Listed

YEAR: 1846

RECORD TYPE: Tax list
PAGE: NPN
pATABASE:  TX Tax List Index, 1840-1849



1847: Birth of Louisa [aka Louie] Elizabeth Wanda Strentzel
daughter Louisa Wanda was born on July 6, 1847, in Honey Grove, Texas.

1848: Marriage of John’s brother, Henry, to E. Denton
NAME: H. Strentzel
MARRIAGE DATE 29 Jun 1848
MARRIAGE PLACE: Lamar, Texas, USA
SPOUSE: E. Denton

SOURCE: Texas Marrnages, 1814-1909

22 May 1848: Birth of John William Erwin Burchard Strentzel

Letter from John Strentzel to William (Wilhelm) Burchard
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Strentzel1848toBurchard.pdf

1849

March 22, 1849: To California

LOUISIANA STRENTZEL The Strentzels, with their two-year-old daughter
Louise and infant son John, left Texas for California on March 22, 1849,
arriving in San Diego .

“Strentzel was forced into exile after the Polish revolution of 1830. In 1840 he emigrated to the United States of America, settling in Texas. It was there,
in 1843, that he married his wife, Louisiana Erwin. In 1849 he made his way west to California, eventually settling in the state's central valley, along the
Merced river. lliness and flooding of his home along that river forced him to move again, this time settling in the Alhambra Valley, a bucolic valley located
just south of the city of Martinez, California. He purchased twenty acres, called for his family, and set about establishing a long-dreamed of horticultural
business. Years later, he was recognized as a foremost expert on California's budding horticultural industry.”

Lived in Tuolumne and Merced Rivers | [Tuolumne River near La Grange] Continued to own land in Texas
“They settled finally on the Tuolumne River, a mile or two below what is now La Grange”

1850 Census
Name: Henry Stansell
Age: 30

Birth Year: abt 1820
Birthplace: Texas
Home in 1850: Township 5, Tuolumne, California, USA
Gender: Male

Name Age
Louisa Stansell 6
John Stansell 3
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Abstract of land claims: TEXAS

[South Sulphur is on Farm Road 512 eight miles northeast of Greenville in north central Hunt County]
General Land Office, Texas. Comptroller's Office
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1850 Texas_tax roIIs Fannln County, TX for John Strentzel (and Sam Erwm)
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Society of California Pioneers, 1850
Officers.— Joseph G. Eastland, President; R. P.
Johnson, San Francisco, Samuel Purdy, San Fran-
cisco, John'Hagai#43l, Martinez, Henry M. Naglee,
San Jos6, and Alexander Campbell, Oakland, Vice-
Presidents ; Ferdinand Vassault, Secretary ; How-

ard Havens, Treasurer e William Huefner, Marshal.
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1851

Name: Lottie Strentzel
Birth Date: 29 Apr 1851
Death Date: 31 Aug 1851
Cemetery: Muir-Strentzel Hanna Cemetery

Burial or Cremation Place: Martinez, Contra Costa County, California, USA

Lottie Strentzel: April 29 1851 — August 31, 1851, daughter of John and Louisiana Strentzel

[NOTE: Lottie died (and was buried?) in Martinez in 1851; John Strentzel is listed, in 1850, as a
member of the Society of California Pioneers]

They settled finally on the Tuolumne River, a mile
or two below what is now La Grange, put up tents,
established a ferry, hotel, and store to accommodate
travelers between Mariposa and Stockton. In this and
still another venture in the great river valleys their
gains were wiped out by floods. With health consid-
erably impaired by their privations, they went to
Benicia, where they were fortunate enough to meet a
former neighbor from Texas who told them about the
Contra Costa.

Old California Houses: Portraits and Stories

John Strentzel established a ferry, hotel, and general merchandise store at La Grange




1857 Death of the son of John and Louisiana Strentzel; died from diptheria in Martinez

Last First Name Event* |Day Month |Year Publication Wife Husband [Mother Father Locaton of
Name Date Event
o Alhambra
Strentzel John Irwin (sic) d 26 |Sep 185720 Sep |1857 Streptzel, Strentzel, Valley, near
Burchard Louisa John .
Martinez
Name: John Erwin Strentzel (John William Erwin Burchard Strentzel)

Event Type: Burial
Event Date: 1857
Event Place: Martinez, Contra Costa, California, United States of America
Birth Date: 22 May 1848 | e
Death Date: 20 Sep 1857 |

STRENTZEL, JOHN ERWIN BURCHARD,

_D'II_:.IB:" '

In this city, 28th, the infant son of Jas.
R. and Linda T. ' 8 ; "
Eﬁm&.mﬂnmux
.m 3 I .
'uﬁ!m"ﬁwim n.u-r.sn:
tenzo Ranyon, aged 25 years. 2 F’

7221° TEXAS tax rolls

In Alhambra Valley, near kiartinez,

Sept. 20, I857, John “rwin Burchard, the only son of John
and Louisiana Strentzel, ared 9 vears and 4 months



1859

Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 16, Number 2444, 26 January 1859 — PACIFIC

RAILROAD PROJECTS.

¢ The next vineyard that came more immedi-
ately under our notice was that of Juoo. Strent-
zel, about a half a mile above Barber's. Soil
similar in every respect. S.isa I"olander, per-
fectly conversant with the culture and manage-
ment of the viue as practised in many coun-
tries in Europe. He also discards the entire
theory and practice of setting vines in vioe-

| yards a year or more old, preferring slipsin all

| cases; nevertheless, he always keeps vines one

| or two years old in nursery rows to supply

| those who may choose to buy such plants, but

| never sets them iu bis own annually increasing
acres of vineyard.

He prefers and uses cuttings thirty inches in
length, with two buds ouly above ground; he
#ets them inclined to that degree that the bot-
tom of a thirty inch alip shall be two feet be-
neath the surface to the bottom; so that the
theory of many that long cuttings are rather
detrimental than otherwise, seems vot to hold
good in this locality, as all who have here ex-
perimented with cuttings give preference to the
long catting; and if we can judge of its vital-
ity from the growth made the tirst year from
ita cutting, it may well be considered an estab-
lished rule of practice here. We found upon
examination that a large majority of the slips
set last Spring, have made a growth of over

| four feet in length, and not a few of them bore
grapes ; and this upon land not irrigated, but
upon river bottom.

o

i
» F
i

o
E:j“!i

by
.

| 5% vineyard contains ten thousand vines,
| seven of which are in bearing' He plauts
| eight feet by eight; considera six by six toe
close for this country; would do very well in
an European moil and climate, but is satisfied a
different practice is required here. He also,
like Barber, abandous tbe use of all support
for his vines after the second vear from the
slip. Experiment has proved to his entire sat-
isfuction that the grapes are better the nearer
they are growu to the surface of the ground,
and by allowing the vines to spread over the
surface, the ground is kept moist under its
shade, and the fruit is also kept from the sun,
an essential requisite w its fullest perfection ;
| he therefors cousiders stakes or any artificial
support to the vine not only of no benefit, but
positively detrimental.

8. fiuds o dificulty in converting the Cali-
fornia or Mission grape, such as he raises, into
very good raisins, and our own trial of buuch
after buuch entirely satistied us on that point ;
we know them to be excellent, and like other
raisins, will keep any desired length of time.
Both seil aud climate of this valley seem per-
fectly adapted to the successful culture of the
grape, but not to this alone; for here we find
the finest fig trees we have ever seen, and that
never fail to bear abundantly. Pomegranates
succeed equally well, and an late ag Christmas
were in perfect eating condition and of exqui-
site tlavor. Strentzel is one of the amateur as
well as practical fruit culturists of beautiful Al-
hambra valley, and being among the frst who
gave their attention to fruit growing in that lo-
cality, his experiments and results are entitled
to consideration.—California Cultwrist,




1860

Name:

Age in 1860:

Birth Year:

Birthplace:

Home in 1860:

Gender:

Post Office:

Value of real estate:

Household Members

rE

John Strentzell
47

abt 1813
Poland

Township 1, Contra Costa, California
Male

Martinez and San Pablo

View Image
Name

John Strentzell
Louisa E Strentzell
Louisa Strentzell
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Minnisez Wixe.—Dr, Jno. Strentzel,
of Martinez, Contra Costa county, besides
marketing a large quantity of grapes, will
manufacture a thousnnd gallons of wine
from this year's crop. He has the largest
vineyard in the county, according to the
Gazette. -

Marysville Daily Appeal 1860

~B-P

Age
47
38
13



1862

Tex Taist Discovemmes ¥ Cosvea Custa
Corxry.—The Cont®s Costa G asetle remarks :

The locality of oar native paints is onlr wbout
two miles from the town of Marinez rﬂ;

all the ultra mannes, and Inlispensable 1o the
A Frove ¥e pusearticl
ATETT a + COT
mm;m“ France, tiarmﬂhlupr.m for nse

4. Siemafe, the colur for all '
ot g b g e ey -
that procrally imported from Prossia,

b, Venclion Red, & very fine anticle saperior to

connlry.
6. Tacke,a soft variery of basalt, of great value
Tar its use 10 el a=sinst fire and water,. Dr.

Th anl

or salamynder ke uses 1o which this

lnvaluable paint may bLe put, promises 1o bring it
ioto great demand &0 woom as it becomes well
known 1o 1he puliie, by actoal testing of its quali-
_ties. A stram encine dnd il o conshine and

1863: Letter to the Polish Committee from John Strentzel

|
Tue Oavse oF ovaxo, —The following letter

was recently addressed to the Polish Committee
in San Francisco ;

Avumavnra (near Martinez), Nov. 7, 1863,
To the Polish Commiitee—Gentlemen: From notices
in the papers, I perceive that you are again busy in
esllecting contributions for our suffering brethren. The
rigors of A northern Winter are already upon them;
every day’s delay freezes the heart's blood of many a
patriot; let each hundred doliars collected be imme-
diately dispatched on the wings of lightning to the Cen-
tral Committee. Each hundred dollars will procure
fifty kozachs (sheep skin coats)—each kozuch a ransom
for a life. Inclosed please find an order for one hun-

dred dollars, on Gale & Co., for the Polish Commlttee,
Yours, very truly, DR. STRENTZEL,

CaLivorx1A RaisiNe.—Dr. Sirentzel, of
Martioez, has made a quaatity of fine raisins
from different sorts of grapes, such as Chas-
selas, Rose of Peru, and Muscat of Alexan-
dria. If theforeigngrapes were not soscarce
and high priced, the business of curing
shem for raising would soon be an import-
ant one in this State, where it can be ecasily
followed.

Martinez and Dr. Strentzel: http://www.ebpaa.com/town-of-martinez-and-dr-strentzel-in-1863.html




U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862- NMAME: H Strentzel

1918 RESIDENCE: 1863 - California
TAX LISTS

Henry Strentzel, San Francisco (324 Dupont San Francisco
J&\m&hal \*m ibu\--l THRSRE DTN A2 [ l , *.’, |..Mu..Jr.T....

We aleo had the pleasure to enjoy at dinner the
doctor’s wines, and if all our Wine-mal®ers would
take a lesson of Dr. [Strentzel| they would have
purer and hetter wines, and the credit of our State
for pure wines would stand much higher,

According to the California State Agricultural Society, an exhibit was made by Dr. J. Strentzel at the
1863 state fair. ... The names of the Hungarian Haraszthy and of his son, Arpad, are inseparably
linked with the California grape and wine ...

1864: Membership List, Polish Society of California (in San Francisco)

Strentzel, Jan, Dr. Martinez Kingdom ol E‘«L-::_:i
Strentzel, Henryk Martinez Kingdom of Poland
U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862- NAME: J Strentzel

1918

RESIDENCE: 1864 - California
TAX LISTS

1865: death of Henry Christian Strentzel (born 1817 in Lublin, Poland)
Henry Christian Strentzel

Memorial | Photos | Flowers |

Learn about upgrading this memorial...

Birth: unknown

Death: Sep. 3, 1865
Burial:

Muir-Strentzel Hanna Cemetery
Martinez

Contra Costa County
California, USA

W oy Wrw——

At Alhambra, near Martine: Contra Costa cmmty,
Sept. 8d, 11rvuy CHRISTIAN Srnrzn., aged 45 years,



There is no reason jn the world why our mar”
kets should uot be abundantly supplied all the
year round, if due attention was paid to setting
out new beds every year by our growers, we could
have regularly our first, second and third crops.—
Our neighbors at Stockton are feasting on second
crop of Peaches, and we have received the second
erop of Girapes from the Albambra Gardens of Dr.
Hirensel, of & delicious kind. So too, second crop
of Pears and Apples, only adopt the right system
and the right culture. We can fruit trees
in our own little garden, in this city, now in
bloom, and the Lawton Blackberry ripe also.

1867
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Strenzel, ;.i."’..'.'T‘.'.’.'.‘.‘.:::'.| 54| Poland......| Farmer.... .| Martinez.,..| —— 46, Texas, Admission "'I"c:'-j May 6,180
Stewart. lames ... ..._.. .. 1cl lreland. ..... Farmer. ....| Rodeo Vallev] Oct. 20, 6a. San Francisco, Dist] May 13. 156

Strentzel, John ... age 54 in 1867 ... native of Poland ... Rec. No. 55124

IO SAaxsxa.

! 1,000 ACRES OF LAN

H’lnn ot W‘Ilwrﬂlg:.n?'gnm%
ﬂl‘hhl:.nmw- tre Islaw® aod Valici
-y Titlo U & patoni, Addrems PR/STRENTZE L,

-

I

1869

Doxesric SiLk Propver.—The Contra Costa
Gazetts of September 18th bas the following:

Y9 90 L s abhm Vs al el o v n_._a

Mrs. Sellers has tbe honor of being the first
exhibitor of silk cocoons of county production,
and the samples from iwo varieties of worms,
shown at the Fair, must secure general adwira-
tion for tbeir remarkab e size and beaaty, and
the more, as indicating toe source of future
independence and wealth which 15 withio resch
of every rural housebold withn cur State, the
chmate of which atfords such uorivaled advan-
tages for the production of this world-wide
wanted fiber.

ML [ e e acbiliioad b Wae OalNaaa caa

The cocoons exhibited by Mrs. Sellers were
raised a few miles east of Antioch, where Sell-
ers has a plantation of several thousand mul-
berry trees, which, next vear, wiil afford food
tor a mihion or more sukworms, These co-
coons, the first fruits ot our domestic silk cul-
ture, are very appropriately placed in the Fair
beside the beautiful floral meworial and wreath
to the simple and great bearted Prevost, which
the appreciative consideration of Dr. John and
Miss Strentzel bad prompted them to make the
central ornament of tbe tine pomological show
from the Alhambra orchards and vineyards,



1870

Name: John Strenzel
Age in 1870: 57
Birth Year: abt 1813
Birthplace: Poland
Home in 1870: San Pablo, Contra Costa, California
Race: White
Gender: Male
Post Office: Martinez
Name Age
John Strenzel 57
Household Members: .
Louisiana Strenzel 48
Louisa Strenzel 24
1871
Name: John Strentzel

Residence Year: 1871
Residence Place: Alameda, California, USA
Occupation:  Farmer
Publication Title: Alameda and Contra Costa Counties Directory, for 1871-72

| Strentzel John, farmer, Martinez.
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TUOLUMNE REUNION.

THE FOURTH ANNUAL PICNIC

e OF THE ...

Tuolumne Reunion Assoclation

SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 18714.

OF. COMMITTEE HAVE ENGAGED THOE
A Firet Restraent Band, A. Walcott, Leader,
and Jeft nothing undone tn make this ’ienle even
niore cnjoval:le than on former occasiong.  All
former residents of Tuolumne County and thelr
fnvited guests are cordls!ly requesten io throw
business as'de for that day and be In attendance,
**No proxles accepted.”
. Theealtfornia Paclfic Rallroad Co.'s steamer
"ANTELOPE wiilleave Bro:dway wharf,San Fra: -
clsca, on the morning of June 17th, at S:30 v’ clock,
un the arrival of the Qakland and Alatpeda ferry-
bonts® second trip.,
The rteatier AMELTA will also Icave Broad way
wharf at 10 a. m. sharp, touching at Mare Island,
Vallejo and Benlcla, arriving at 1r. m, of that

darv.
‘Tickets purchased for the occaston will be good
i for the round trip, passage by citber of the above
mentloned sicaniers,

Tickets for the trip, Incloding admizslon to the
Parl:, £13 chiidren from 8 Lo 13 Fears, [0 cents; on-
der S years old, 1tew.  To be obtained of any mem-

| ber of the Conunittee.

| Onlicers nnd Commitice.
|

Hon, J, M. Cavls, President, Stockton; Haa,
Fred. Lux, Vice-President, Custom-housc, San
Franclsco: Wm. H. Furd, Geo, W, Dalley, br. a3,
Strenzel, U, Wolentt, Hon, (0. W, Lander, Jobn
T-rroey, and Dr. K, W, Tarlor, of Martinez;
Gen. Geo, 8, Evans, J. H. Olive, anil Houz Otls
Perrin, of Stockton: Dr. D, M. Baldwin, Elon
Jones, and W, G. Dinsmere, Cakland; K, Bosch-
mer, Alamedas Wm, H. Lamb, Vallejo; I, Har-
ter, ‘l‘cta.luma; C. E, dcCurker, Cholrman Com-
mittee of Armangements, No. §i6 Market street,
San Francleco: Jev. 0. i". Fitzcerald, 240 Mont-
rowery street; Thornton Wesley, 144 Fourth
street; Z H. Cunnlnchom, 635 Howard sireel:
. C. P. Sceverance, 451 Stevenson street: C, H.
Chambertain, 506 Jackson street, up-stairs; II.
Harter, Kimbali’s Factory, Fourth and Rryant
streete; FL Q. Lyons, 506 and 510 Jackson street:
L. Jacobl, 26 Kearny rtrect. .

I.. . McCARTY, Secretary,
OmMee 3. F. Prockage Express Co.,
Nu. WL plontzomen street.
. E McCUSKER,
Crairman ¢of Commuttee of Arrangements,

Juz-td

1873, Boston, American Pomological Association

der, Gov. Washburn, Mayor

Plerce, the
Presidents of several state societies, and
others; essays by Prof. Asa Gmy,
Strentzel, and Mesars. P. T. Quin, C. M.

Dr. J.

The young German, Charles Bomegard, at
Dr. whose skull was fractured in
the murderous assault of the Indian, Soto, with
a grubbing hoe, lately, near Martinez, still lin-
gers alive but delirious, and with little chance
of recovery. Sk



1874

— Dr.!Strcntzelé says the Contra Costa Gazelle,
haalaid on ot le 2 maznificent lot of oranzes
and lcimmons from the Alhambra grove, that fur-
nishes the moct’convincing evidence of tlie adapta-
tion of our localily to the growth of these splen-
did tropical evergreens and the perfection of their
fruita.

A RatLroap ror MarTINEZ —A project is on

foot to coostruct a narrow-zauge road from

Livermore to Martinez. A meeting was recent-

Iy beld at Danville to promote this object. Suffi-

cient capital was subscribed on the spot to

show that the people who came together meant

business. From Martinez to Livermore is thirty-

five miles, and the grade is easy the whole dis-

tance ; there will not be a single deep cut, no

marsh to fill up or pile over, avd only two or

three bridges on the whole route. This road

California we are giad to know made her mark )| bring into communication with the outside
by the fine collection of specimens from the ** Al- world one of the most fertiie and picturesque

s ‘ i valleys in the State, and open another route for
hambra Gardens,” of Dr J. Sirense! of Martines, the trade and productions of Livermore valley.

In the renort we find the following Twelve VParie Lspecially will it be a very desirable and cheap
ties of ds anil ok, dnd ol of Wine, viz., San route to get gramn to the sea-board. Damel In-
ey Fru ' ’ ’

: man, A. Baker and George May, ot Livermore;
Gabriel Oranges, large Mandarin and Sandwich 3, 44, of Limerick ; Charles Wood, of Dan-

lsland do., raised from seed, Seedling Lemons, ville; W. W. Cameron, of Green Valley; John

Larkey, of Walout creek, and Lafavette Fish
Pomegranates, Coes Golden Drop Plame, Musocat and Dr, of Martinez, were appointed

Raising, Olives, Japanese Chesnuts, Hard and Soit ; committee to complete the organization of the
Shell Almonds, Boglish Walouts and the Alkame company. This eommittee will meet at Dan-
’

. ville Satorday, October 24th, at1 p. m.—| Val-
bra Ausbruch Wmne, leio Chronicle, October 10th.

The Vicente Martinez adobe came to Dr. Strentzel in 1874 as he prospered and bought more land.
This structure, a two-story adobe house, was built in 1848 or 1849 by Don Vicente Martinez

1875: Society of California Pioneers
- CAL!FORNIA PIONEERS.

Froceodings of a Regular Meevivg of the
Hoclety Last Evening -

A Regular meeting of the Soclety of California
Ploneers was held last evening. The Acting President
elect, Feter Dean, took Lthe charr, and delivered his
salutatory ad iress. The gentlemen reviewed the pro-
ceedings of tast year, spoke hopefally of the farure
Prospects of the Soclety, and offered var{ous sugges-
tions for its guidance. B

The following named gentlemen were elected mem-
bers of the Soctety; Odillo W, Turney, Ho.atle
Paut, George G, Peters, Charles De 3, Boice, Willtam
Minris, George Meyer, 1saac B, Pine, August Tanfer,
James DuBois, William Ranney, Johnﬁ:ﬁ P.
Eig?;}i J;ames E. Blethen, sSilas M. Cd an 0%,




1875: Grange party:

it was in grapes that this feast was most notable, there being over sixty varieties on the tables. One
contributor alone, Dr. John Strentzel, of the Alhambra vineyard, near Martinez, Contra Costa
county, produced forty-five varieties.... Dr. Strentzel, proprietor of the Alhambra vineyard, near
Martinez, Contra Costa county, forty-five varieties of grapes, pomegranates and almonds

University of California, College of Agriculture, 1875

i.n&a-m’ to go over this farm with
the enthusiustic Doctor, to fasie ns well as seo

Luscious Grares —Dr, J, Strentzel, of the
Albhambra fruit ranch, near Martinez, will

leaso nceept the thanks of the Runau Press
?or a box of splendid grapes, made up of several
choice varieties, among which were some
of his small, white, seedless grapes. Our
readers are conversant with our opinion of the
doctor’s fruit; and it is, therefore, only neces-
gary that we assure them that these grapes
were in his usual style—giviog evidence of ex-
treme thoroughuess in everything.

o —-~'__.-.._'

Oranges in California. '

—— .yem ; should be made to branch at the
Dr., who is a pioneer ip or-

ground to protect the stand from the

ouge oulture, has eighty acres it the
oholcest of fruits—ornuges, lewons,
pomegranates, almonds, cherries, prunes,
pears, peaches, quinees, spples aod
grapes. We saw oranges, lemons, and
E?mogmnaws o afl stages—from the
om to vipe fruit op ¢the ssma .trees.

o dootor bao the osaga oranfe grow-
fpg thiok and tal} oround his ranche, op
o wind-break, The- proprietor gave ug
muoh valuable information oz arange
onitere. Wa hiave epace for some sug-
geitlons, They will need o proteotion
of brush, ¢ld aacks, eto, for several

isun ; have abundance of water; plaot
oloso to shade the ground—say from fif-
‘teen to eighteen feet apart.
iraised in the house never do aspy good

seed in open ground,
protect with brusb, eta. Ho saye the
'eo0ld of our winter nights don’t hurt or-
‘anges, it is the morning sun. He also
rimya they have to prot¢ot oranges from
‘the winter’s sun in Italy. His fruit
jwas delicious, oranges never better, his
.wife a oharmiog lady, and his daughter
.o floval culturist. — Pacific Rural Press.

— . >

Plants l

in the open ground. Better plant the |
water well, and
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OVERLAND ARRIYALS TG-HIGHT.
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OarraN, Nev., Deoember 17ih.—Tol-
lowing i8 & list of pussengors pRsing
| Carlin, to arrive iz Oakiscd, Monday
avenlng, Decembor 15th:

M B Callohaw, Sslt Lake; 5 § Cra-
‘| von and family, New York; Alfred I-
kax, Germenyi J W Jadsen, Wiscensing
Afrs Huve and child, California; Mrs M
Strsczel, Mise L W Slraczel, Albambuya,
Gal; Mrea Gianger, SnlzDuke; & B Oz,
Now York; A 5 Merchani, Snn Frau-
cisco: E C Male and De Cursiorp, Eog-
iund; I Kollgseetoff, Prus:; G
Duckley, Erio, Pa; Dr Robert Trylor,
New York; H [ Gregovy, § I Dusan-
barr aud wife, Oalland; Miss C C
Nickols, Chicogo; Mra G H Hnliott and
child, San Francisco; I' A Parler, Mns-
sachdsetia; Miss F 5 "Montgonery, Han
Jose; E G Grrifford oud wife, Caliterniun;
Willjs Simme and mothoer, San Fraa-
f | migeo; I Sehroeder, Miss M Hendricks,
y | Towa, Mnjor Jd Deovine, Muassachneeils;

W Kimioy, San Francisco; H Taters,
" | Dizom, Cul; W Jaimson, Micligan; U
l| Reeider, Orogon; Joha T Baker, 'Ne-
+ | vada; Guo Center, Scotlaud; T Wilsoy,

; Bacrsmonio, : l

S ———
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1877: To the Polish Committee from John Strentzel

Lo the Polish Commuttee :

GeNTLEMEN—From notices in the

ceive that you are again busy in collecti
butions for our suffering bre The

a northern Winter are .lmdyunm them
day's delay freezes the heart’s blood of man

S’%ng

, for i#o Polish (.'Qmuluuec.
ours, very truly,
Dr. STRENTZEL,

I per-
contri-
rs of
; every
;anlh.dr«l‘:.ollm oojlforhdbo!m.
mediatel on wi ightning to

Coniral Gommitbas. " Rart Soondrly totface
procure fifty kozuchs ( skin coats)—each
a ransom for life. find an
for one hundred dollars, on Messrs, Gale &

!

 Tven befire Jofin Mule's ght stresimed afar, the Ab

Tnmbea Valley knew muny pilgeims and sistors, Dr, John
Birentzel, pioncer soitler who beeame Muir's Tather-in-
Inw, was o Pola oxiled from his native soil Ly the Tussians.
To the Strenlzel ch b the Valley came {he roving

Tonry Sienkiow] éi.f muthor of "Quo Vadis? Under the
i E‘mn!ﬁal roal Telena Modjrska spent a number of weeks

polishing up he glish Telarn she vewtured on the

A compassionate man, who
was proud of his Polish heritage,
Strentzel is said to have hosted
three exiles from his homeland.
At the ranch in Alhambra

| Valley, Count Bozenta, and his
wife, Madame Modjeskd, a
Shakespearian actress, and
Henryvk Sienkiewicz, author of
Quo Vadis, are said to have
found refuge.

J‘mﬁﬁﬁm‘l Mﬂﬁ?f ; §.iockton inly Evening Record, April 22, 1936, p. 26.

Martinez News Gazette,
February 16, 1993, p. 2

But the family interestis ranged far beyond this locel setting.
Fanily connectioms of beih Dr. and Mrs, Strentzel brought distimgulshed
visltors ofben %0 thelr home, It was here that Madam Helena Modjeska
gained her first Imowledge of the English tongue end that Henryk Sienkie-

wicz also used to come to stay.
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CHERRIES, — Dr, John Strentzel, owner of the
famous Alhambra orchard at Martinez, does not
recover from the attacks of generosity which
visit him each time the fruit rigens, and again
we render thanks for a liberal bestowal of fine
cher:.iu which made glad our whole establish-
men

1879: Strentzel eulogy for a colleague at the Grange

At the meeting of Alnambra Grange, Nov. 1st,
1879, Dr. Jobn Strentzel, Worthy Master, de-
livered the following address, which the Grange
request may be published in the RukaL Press,

Sisters and Brothers: One of the brightest
and most valuable members of our Grange de-
parted this life on the 24th ultimo—our oved

Carrie A. Colby—the Wurthi Lecturer
of Alhambra Grange. Short as was her stay in
our midst, and lessened in its efficiency by sick-
neas, all had the oppuhnitgtn fully appreciate
her character for er unceasing desire
to alleviate su ,and to develop and ad-
vance to a higher sphere all the best interests
f humanity.

The Gran1iy was an inviting field for her labor
and she wurod most assiduously and unremitt-
ingly to promote the welfare of the Order, con-
secrating herself especially to the service of our

:

name wherever heard.

Mon friends consigned the mortal re-
O e the tuot s that et -
ve, How @ thou er un-
grnmbuld spirit was met on threshold of
immortality by angelio friends, and that, hence-
her aspirations to do good, unchecked by
time or space, will it her to be an ever-liv-
ing ce hovering over our brotherhood,
ng and extending ita influence, and inspir-

all with devotion to the noble work

“. .
Peace to her ashes. In our hearts is an abid-
of her faithful life on earth,

i

Pacific Rural Press, Volume 18, Number 8, 23 August 1879

Grange Re-unions.

Dr. John Strentzel, W, M. of Alhambra(irange,
has issued the following cirenlar: You are
aware, through the nﬂancy of the California Pa-
tron, of the proposed convention of (irangers,
from the counties of Sacramento, San Joaquin,
Alameda, Solano, Santa Clara, Napa and Contra
Costa, to be held in Martinez, on the 22d and
23d of August, to deliberate upon means con-
ducive to ‘‘the of the Order.,” The prop-
osition was duly considered and approved by
the Alhambra Uirange at their regular meetin
on July 19th, The Alhambra Grange offers a
the required aid for making the sojourn of the
delegates pleasant and harmonious, and have
appointed Bros. Tom Griffin, James Kelley and

enry Raap to act as a Reception Committee,
and all the sisters to grace the harvest feast.
In communicating the resolution of the Alham-
bra Girange, 1 cannot omit to call your attention
to the facilities offered by railroad and water-
ways, making Martinez a most accegt.:blu point
by converging travel routes, besides being a cen-
tral location for the establishment of grain de-

ts for the bay and river counties, for which

th shores of the Carquinez straits are by na-
ture constituted and best adapted for the trade,
thus elt;blishinin market for their produce
nearer home, with superior advantage for trans-
acting said business, All Patrons of Husbandry
are most heartily invited to attend.




Cherries. —Dr. John Strentzel, owner of the famous Alhambra orchard at Martinez, does not
recover from the attacks of generosity which visit him each time the fruit ripens, and again we render
thanks for a liberal bestowal of fine cherries which made glad our whole establishment.
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MOIR—STRENTZEL +In Alhambra, Contra
Costa county, Aprn 14, John Mnir and Logie

W Strentzel.

WARDTTIIEFD MHRr T TRNe | = s

1880 Marriage of Louisa [Louie] Wanda Strentzel to John Muir
T

" 5% s

Strentzel, Louie Wanda ... married in 1880 to Muir, John ... 1880M-4090

“In 1880, Strentzel's good friend and companion, John Muir, married Strentzel's daughter, Louisa

[Louie] Wanda Strenzel. In 1882, Dr. Strentzel constructed a 10,000 square foot home on a knoll

above his vast orchards; John and Louisa Wanda Strentzel Muir moved into the home after

Dr. Strentzel's death in October 1890, and it is now preserved by the National Park Service as the
John Muir National Historic Site.”

Louisa Strentzel, who owned a small fruit farm in Martinez, just northeast of San
Francisco Bay. Louisa must have been a remarkably patient and tolerant woman.
Muir never really settled down to domestic life, periodically slipping off to the

mountains, sometimes taking one or both of the couple’s daughters with him.

For nearly a decade after returning to society in 1878, Muir
cultivated a large orchard with his wife, horticulturist Louisa
Strentzel Muir, in Martinez, California. Thereafter, the livelihood
from their fruit trees enabled him to devote his energies entirely to
conservation and writing. Combined with the efforts of journalist
Robert Underwood Johnson, two of Muir’s articles on the beauty
of the natural landscape and the importance of protecting
wilderness areas led to passage of a bill in 1890 that established the
Yosemite and Sequoia national parks, albeit still controlled by the
State of California.

1880 census:

Name: John Strentzel
Age: 66
Birth Year: abt 1814
Birthplace: Poland
Home in 1880: Township 1, Contra Costa, California
Race: White
Relation to Head of House: Self (Head)
Marital Status: Married
Spouse's Name: Lousiana [Erwin] Strentzel
Father's Birthplace: Poland
Mother's Birthplace: Poland

Occupation: Horticulturist



John Strentzel
Lousiana Strentzel

Lousiwarda Muir
John Muir

66
58
33
42

One of the most highly ornamented and
systematically cultivated farms in the State be-
longs to Dr. Strentzel, a olander, on the Al-
hambra. The doctor is now near 67 years of
age, and yet one of the most useful and active
business men in the county. His wife is said
to be dan y ill. His friends will rejoice
with him 1f she recovers.

http://www.polishclubsf.org/Bielawski1880LetterToStrentzel.pdf
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Miss Louie Wanda Strentzel, now arrived at mature womanhood, was
not only the pride of the family, but was known widely for the grace with
which she dispensed the generous hospitality of the Strentzel household. She
had received her education in the Atkins Seminary for Young Ladies at
Benicia and, according to her father, was *‘passionately fond of flowers and
music.”” Among her admiring friends was Mrs. Carr, who at various times
had vainly tried to bring about a meeting between Miss Strentzel and Mr.
Muir. ““You see how I am snubbed in trying to get John Muir to accompany
me to your house this week,”” wrote Mrs. Carr in April, 1875. Mount
Shasta was in opposition at the time, and easily won the choice.




Atkins Seminary for Young Ladies, Benicia

YOUNG LADIES’ SEMINARY, BENICIA

A certificate awarded in 1880 to Dr. John T. Strenzel on the 50th anniversary of the Polish
struggle for national independence in the November Uprising against the Russian Empire
(1830-1831). Dr. Strenzel received this honor for his patriotic struggle to liberate partitioned Poland in

a war also known as the Polish—Russian War of 1830-31 (the November Uprising or the Cadets’
Uprising):




1881
25 March 1881: Birth of Annie Wanda Muir, daughter of Louisiana Strentzel and John Muir

1881 John Strentzel, Officer Society of California Pioneers

SOCIETY OF CALIFORNIA PIONEERS.—Organ.
ized August, 1850, - Rooms, 808 Montgomery atreet,
The expressed objects of the society ave to collect
and preserve information connected with the early
aettlement and subsequent conguest of the countey,
and to perpetuate the memory of those whoee saga-
city, energy and enterprise induced them to gettle in
the wilderness snd become the foundera of & new
State. All who were in Cslifornia prior to the
firat day of Jannary, 1850, are eligible to membership,
Any who have rendered distinguished or important
servioea to the society or State. may be admitted as
honorary membera. The roll of the socjety embraces
the names of over twenty-thres hundred meémbers,
EBegular meetings of the society take place on the first
of each month., Annual election of officers
on the seventh day of July, the anniversary of the
congueat of California, and of the raisipg of the
American flag on its soil. Annual celebration on the
ninth of September, the anniversary of the admiasaion
~of Californis into the Union, The Society is pos.
seaged of & Hbrary, an excellent cabinet of minerals,
iﬂ].'l.-ﬂnt M early times, and wvarious other objects of
Officera.—Joseph . Eastland, President: R. P.
Johnaon, Ban Francisco, Samuel Purdy, San Fraun-
ciaco, John "Birentzel, Martinez, Henry M. Naglee,
San Josd, and Alexander Campbell, Oskland, Viee.
Presidents; Ferdinand Vassault, Secrctary : How-
ard Havens, Treasurer ; William Huefner,




Society of California Pioneers

1882

San Franelseo 5. grudnia. Roceznica powsta-
nia 1830 r. obchodzong byla w San Francisco 20go
listopada br., wspilonym skromnym obiadem, na ktiry
egromadzilo sie 24 rodakiw., Obecnego weterana 2
r. 1830, R. K. Piotrowskiego , jednogloénie prezesem
obehodn obrane, Aleksander Bednawski, riwniez we-
teran tego powstania, mieszkajgcy w San Francisco,
w skntek przypadkn, ktéry go 21, lipea spotkal, na
obchodzie nie még! byé obecnym, Przyezyne nieobe-
caodci serdecznym listem do sgromadzonych objasnil,
Réwniez w Kalifornji mieszkajacy weterani: Fran.
Wojeiechowski, W1, Lutnicki i dr .J. Strentzel, wie-
kiem , chorobs i oddaleniem przeszkodzeni, osobiste-
go ndzialn ‘w obchodzie weigd nie mogli.

Prezes dnia, R, K, Piotrowski, rozpoczy! obchdd
stosownem przeméwieniem, & w czasie obchodu z ko-
lei preemawiali Z. Brodowski, A, Elgass, I, Reichert,
O, Mayer, .J. Pandler, ktéry swij na te nroczystosé
ulogony poemsat odezytal, p, Antoni Czarnecki wybor-
nle wydeklamowal nstep z Marji Malezewskiego.

Jak lat poprzednich, tak [ na tym obchodzie o-
becni preyezynili sie dobrowolnym datkiem na mate-
rialne EEE;m[B Muzenmn Narodowego w Rapperswyln
na r. lond,

Rough translation

December 5. Anniversary of 1830. Celebrated in
San Francisco 29th November. Modest dinner for
the group brought together members and
veterans of the1830 Uprising. RK Piotrowski
was chosen unanimously to be president of the
meeting. Alexander Bednawski, also a veteran
of the uprising living in San Francisco, ... met with
an accident on July 21... could not be present. He
sent a heartfelt letter to the accumulated guests in
which he explained his absence. Other living
veterans in California: Franciszek
Wojciechowski [Francis Mitchel], Wiadystaw
Lutnicki and Dr. J. Strentzel. Age, disease and
distance prevented their personal participation.
President of the day, RK Piotrowski started the
event with an appropriate speech, and during the
evening speeches in turn were given by:
Zbigniew Brodowski, Aleksander Elgass,

L. Reichert,* C. Meyer. J. Paudler read a poem
for the ceremony and Antoni Czarnecki read a
paragraph of Marja Malczewska. As in previous
years, those present contributed a voluntary
donation to support the National Museum in
Rapperswil for 1882.

*Ludwig [Lewis] Reichert

Dr. Strentzel — veteran of the 1830 Uprising. Unable to attend the annual
commemoration honoring veterans of the Polish November Uprising.




Strentzel (Muir) House constructed:

http://www.polishclubsf.org/John%20Muir's%20father%20in%20law%20was%20a%20Polish%2049er.pdf

1882: 16 December

The Alhambra Celebration (written by J Srentzel)

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=PRP18821216.2.11.1&srpos=1&dliv=none&e=----

-—-en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Strent+zel %22

1883

The big house in
where John Muir did of
his writing, was built in by
Dr. John Strentzel, Muir’s fath-
er-in-law. T home was
originally part of a 2,600-acre
ranch, planted to fruit trees and
vineyards. Almost nine acres
remain as part of the historic
site, and they are cultivated in
a small orchard and vineyard,

much as they were in Muir’s
dav.

§§§

™y

1885

Tor. Jokin Btrenlzel of Marlioez lifia &

methol of shipgog grapoes o cwbalized |
bram, nod the arripal ot Lpoiaville o |

poed coudition, of abipmeotg madn from
Nia sieeyord, o test the method; Les
Intincnl isqtiriss ccocernlng the propars-
Lioo. [};_%.[rgnh,‘ul_ sy “Trkr o pooodk

uality of Lran, silting oot the fua parl-

cles, ol fonst the residdom A3 rohating |

poiieg; whon conl i §a reedy Bar f1ee 1
GI} 1hg spaste LECWoIn gSripes or aoy
othex fiit when packed il n bes. This
tosaled Lean shoold be kept b B cluse
yesetl [or Fulore vee. Drewiously I wsed
cork dmﬁ the cosrso perticles of 1L
broaking the skin of tle grapoes or cher-
Tien n.m% imputing & bad Mavar, Lo
provingr moelemmll o, Fincly cut whent
alynwr or el = alse goed for packing
apples nr peoraselill aoy kinid of preso

| fruft kceps huwst wilh seutliation, with-

ant Alling the interstices with nnptling
Legond confieiog tho foult to provent iis
mosing by the moline when in irceeifu.’

Afr, Pohndor, to whom D, Blrenlze

| cansigncd his grapes, says, uader date o
Oolober Bth: “Beveral of the epchea of |

r. Btrenlzal's grages Aoo abil]l of lolere-
Lely goad yrumimees.  The Museat buneh

ol sueermbed Grab, Chnssolas liaae i3 a
.| tarpe liunoh and some Lerries hEve or-
| cieed Injared by presaoen. Clinsselas

Footaipotlesn keeps pood shill,  Too
sapect of tha hranches scok in brvm way
gngwlad leszenmed o beeuty by tho
Lron heving fized Grzedf 20 places wheors
atne ewddation of jofoo lind happomed.
Opme few berries, profaiay of moze ad-
vourell maturity Lhue o bulk of fhe
tumclizs, had to e taken ofl by forgs ne
thoy were o mixlare of bmn and jolcs
drinil up. The trial with lreo o Ge
box which wne delaved 30 loog in amie-
ing, T do nol coosider »ogeiding oot
oo lvan-packiog s oz of the protly
prpil wrays ol prekiug fresh prapes, bat
therp ought 1o be Ustlor wazs. Theoo
was the ndvadtage of o probably de-
cayed prapea which foomed that mixtere
of juies, grooe, pulp sod skiuz wilh
Lgnu u:lmd anel dried 'np,'lnm, hn?ng
inlecie grepe Behr, wod oo Teiting
Lelng m“:ltlblﬁ on tho beirjee, Do
secma to Le o good presccver™




1886

The beautifully located town of Martinez is
having a prosperous growth. A new hotel of
iill rooms has recently boen completed. (Juite a
nutaber of fine residences have been built dur.
ing the past year. Some of thesc are most

charmingly located on the hillsides overlooking
the town and straits of Carquinez. Local manu-
ingtories and new industries are being intro.
duced with success. A contract has been let
for the immediate construction of a good road to
Port Costa, which will furnish a fine drive and
add much to the business advantages of
Martinez.

We recently visited the residence of Dr. J.
Strentzel, some two miles up the valley from
the town, It is situated upon a gradoally slop
ing kooll near the hillside, commanding the
most charming panoramic views of any dwelling
place we have ever seen. In fromnt, the view
extends down the richly cultivated valley to
Martinez, taking in many handsome fields, raral
homestends and elegant suburban residences,
Beyond this line the straita form an ever-vary-
ing marine view. The steamers and sailing
vesscls pass up from the Bay of Ban Franciseo
and return from the immense San Joaquin and
Sacramento valleys on the great rivers named
the same. Siill beyond these straits is seen
the city of Benicia, the near rolling hills and
distant mountain ranges. On the east of Dr,
Strentzel's residence, the view leads up the
valley and presents many orchards and vine-
yurds, some nestled in protecting mooks and
others beautifully encircling the rounded hill.
wides,

Now that the vineyards, orchards, ornamental
trees and shrubbery develop toward maturity,
the outlook from the doctor's residence shows
quite clearly the wisdom of his originally
systematic and thoroughly planned design,

All is spread out in plain view with relative
position to combine the whole into harmonizing
scenery., Near the house is a large pond well
stocked with curp, which feed and sport among
the tule ss naturally and thriftily as if in their
native waters. The apricot trees on the hill
side are markedly uniform in shape, size and
thrift. His pear orchard is equally noticeable
for. similar features.

This place, the second which he has culti-
vated in the valley, is truly remarkable for its
choiee and valuable eelections, and must be
seon and well examined to be even half appre-
ciated. Great credit is certainly due the doc-
tor and his sensible wife for rare accomplish.
ments in home building, aod their plain,




Wm. E. Christian vs. John Strentzel: Involving Claim to Lot 5 of Section 25 in Township 2, North
Range 3. W., M.D.M. : Brief on Behalf of John Strentzel, on Appeal from the Decision of the
Hon. Commissioner of the General Land Office, Rendered in Said Case on July 2nd, 1886

John Theophil Strentzel, M.D., was born in Poland in 1813. He
was educated in Poland and Hungary and received his doctor’s de-
gree in Budapest and migrated to America in 1840, settling near the
present city of Dallas, Texas. On December 31, 1843, he married
Louisiana Erwin of Kentucky and on April 4, 1853, he arrived in
Martinez where he subsequently acquired 20 acres two and a half
miles south of the town. His wife, charmed with the location, but
finding the Spanish term “Arroyo del Hambre” difficult to pro-
nounce, named the place Alhambra valley.

There Dr. Strentzel began the propagation of fruits and vines. He
set out the first pear orchard in central California and planted the
first muscat vineyard in Contra Costa. Others followed and the in-
dustry spread to its present great preportions. The doctor also
founded the first grange in the county, was a Republican in politics
and a patron of husbandry.

Thus Alhambra valley was the cradle of fruit growing in Contra
Costa. As the years rolled on, the industry spread to the other rich
valleys of the county, gradually replacing the dominance of grain.

23 January 1886: Birth of Helen L. Muir, daughter of Louisiana Strentzel and John Muir
1890

http://www.PolishClubSF.org/BednawskiToStrentzelEnglish1890.pdf

Pioneer Association member: J Strentzel:

http://files.usgwarchives.net/ca/sanfrancisco/history/1890/argonaut/memberso88gms.txt
Members of the Pioneer Association Of San Francisco 1890

THE ARGONAUTS OF CALIFORNIA. 363

Strentzel, John, Dr. ... died in Nov of 1890 ... age -- ... 1890D-6397
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OBITUARY.

DR. JOUN STRENTZEL.

Dr. John Strentzel died at his home near
Martinez yesterday forencon, Dr, Sirentzel
was one of the pioneers of Contra Costa
County, and lived in Alhambra Valley, near
Martinez, for many years. His only daugh-
ter is the wife of John Muir, the geologist.
1he doctor was an enterprising agriculturist,
1is grapes were eelebrated in the infancy
of the fruit industry in California. He was
well known all over the State, and was an
autbority on all questions relating to fruit.
He left u lurge estate,

JOHN T. STRENTZEL.

The pioneer fruit-grower in the State,
John Theovhile Strentzel, was buried at Mar-
tinez on the 3d inst. He was born in Lu-
blin, Toland, November 29, 1513, and
gradudved as a physician in the University
of Pes<th, Hungary, in 1839. Soon alter this
he emigrated to Texas and practieed his pro-
fession until he came to Calitornia in 1549,
He commenced practice in Tuclumne Cou -
Ly, but owing to failing health was obliged
to discontinue. He thea devoted his atten-
tion to the ecultivation of fruit, and pur-
chased 500 acres of land in Alhambra Val-
ley, ming the town of Martinez Ee
wias obliged to purchase his stock at great
exvense, and experimented with over 1000
varieti-s of fruit, besides many kinds ol or-
pamental and flowering trees, with a view of
determiining which were the best adapted to
the elimate of this State. Ile freely distrib-
uted fﬂuﬂs anid cuttings to his and
neighbors and soon me a recoguized
authority as a_fruit-grower. He was a

rominent member of many scientific and

neficial associations, and was ever read
to lend a helping h 10 those who needed

W SRR W BNV IRFRE EFRANE VW DAY T EAR T

it. He left a widow and one daughcer, who
is the wifs of John Mur.




The Late John T. Strentzel. A Sketch of the Pioneer Fruit Grower of California His Devotion to Hort...

THE LATE JOHN T. STRENTZZL.

A Sketch of the FPioaser Frult-Growesr

ol Calforpia~IX:ia Devolion to Horti-
cultare.

John Theaphile Sirenizel, whose rsmains
were interrea ay Martinez on Monday, Novem-
ber3d, was born In Lublip, roland, November
2,1613. He entered the Unlversity of Warsaw
al tbhe 1ime of the ravolutionary disturbants and
finding it expedient (o remoyve oo that accoant,
ke became A student acd gradoatea, ailler
takiog a ]l course lo ihe University of Pesth,
In Huvgary, a3 a phvsician In 1839, Boon alter
he emwlzrated 1o Texas, wherd ho followed his
prolessdion for bice years. Ia Jii% he came to
Calllorsia and ccmmeaced practice in Tuolumne
county, where, faillicg in healih, and recopniz.

1Iog 4 definite object In life, be sought for
4 suitable loeality for the caltivation of

frot. Tbis be lound io Albambra Valley

adjoinine the town «f Martinez, whera he pur-
cbased GO acres ol uniwproved lapd, on wiich
be reilled peraancpelly with k13 wife. H<tre be
became the rua praoeer frult-grower io the
State, purchasing all his stock al ereat expepae,
exrpenunening wiln over one thousand varieties
of frai, beside many kinas of sraamental sod
flowering irees, with 8 view of determioro
which were betl adapted to the cilmale of Call-
forpias. HIis extensive orctixrds of grap-s acd
fraiz bave alwzys h-eq 3 ocooel of scieotliflz Lory
twculture. e freely distnduted prafls and ong-
lings to his friencs and neghibors. and eontrib-
vred the resul’s of his lab r3 to nomerc2d pohly-
call: ns sn0 societies. This deperiment of sci-
enes occtpied nis sp=cial atteaiton, 2941 without
the ambitwop 6t public fame he sttzloed a wide
apd bhonorxblo repuotsiion and became 3 racog-
pized gulhority as 4 fruli-grower.

By perstaiens 1nduastry. he succeeded Io amass-
Ing & moGerato estats, althouch po distges love
0 wed'th became » fat.0r iz DIS ehasacter. Ua
tha conrrary, be was ever rewdy to lend a haip-
inx rapd (o those who nfsded if. Elana and
courteons 1IN thaALNLr. ¢0051deTAle and Kind jo
acliun and rociable in qajaposition, his circle of
friends and g irfivence ia public affairs en-
tareed wirth hts rroxinpg ¥03rs; 204 when e rep-
Qered Do 3aal aceouns of Ite, a¢ the ripe age of
nreveniy--even, his departure was sorrowfully
bopered by (he community which surrouaded bis
howe, aDa bis nomerous friends at moze distant
ponts.

He was prominect Jo all pablic apd humace
fRiErprisen, 2and ap Echiive member of MADY se1-
eutine apnd olher g33eciations. He l«ft a widow
204 one diuehter, Wbo 13 tha wiie of John Mair.

Page 2 of 2
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Temescal Grange.

At the meeting of Temescal Grange, Satur-

day, Nov. 1st, the sad news of the death of Dr.
Strentzel, Master of Alhambra Grange, was an-
nonnced and many feeling words of sorrow and
sympathy were spoken by members. On mo-

tion memorial committee was appointed by

the Worthy Master consisting of Brothers 3J.

G. Lemmon and A. T. Dewey and Sister Nettie

Jones to present resolutions for action of the

Grange at its next meeting,

Death of Dr. John Strentzel.— With

deep regret we announce the death of Dr. John
Strentzel of Martinez, which occurred at the
close of last week. His life was filled with so

much of public interest that we do not at-

tempt a hasty sketch

The Late Dr. Strentzel

Many California fruit growers who will as-
semble at Santa Cruz next week will mourn the
departure of their honored friend and associate,
Dr. John T. Strentzel, who died at his home in
Alhambra Valley near Martinez, on Friday,

Nov 1st. It was a sad coincidence that his

old associates of the State Horticultural So-
ciety, in session in this city on that day, se-
lected him as chairman of a committee to ex-

tend an invitation to the American Pomological



Society to hold their next meeting in this State.
Thus almost at the hour of his death his asso-
ciates were placing upon him honors und re-
sponsibilities which during his long, active life
he had accepted so quietly and discharged so
well. During recent years, bodily infirmities
have prevented him from many activities which

he formerly pursued, and denied our younger
fruit-growers the opportunity for acquaintance
with him, but he never lost his interest in
horticultural work and progress, and died in the

harness full of years and honor,

John Theophile Strentzel was born in Lublin,
Poland, November 29, 1813. He entered the
University of Warsaw at the time of the revo-
lutionary disturbance, but laid aside his tasks
for ever in the patriot army, and after the
dismemberment of his country, proceeded to
Hungary, became a student, and after taking a
full course in the University of Pesth, gradu-
ated as a physician in 1839, Soon after he emi-
grated to Texas, where he followed his profes-
sion for nine years. On the 31st of December,
1843, he was united in marriage to Miss Louis-
iana Erwin, a native of Tennessee, who for 47
years has been his devoted wife and life com-
panion. Early in the spring of 1849, having
had his attention called to the far-famed El
Dorado, Dr. Strentzel and family joined a com-
pany, who had organized for tha purpose of
crossing the then trackless plains in an en-
deavor to reach California. On the 14th of
April, 1850, Dr. Strentzel and family reached
the Tuolumne river after an eventful journey
of 13 months. They resided first about two

miles from Le Grange, afterward on Merced



river, but in 1853 selected a permanent home

In Alhambra valley, adjoining the town of
Martinez, where he purchased 1500 acres of un-
improved land. Here he became a pioneer fruit-
grower, purchasing all the stock at __ ex-
pense, experimenting with over 1000 varieties
of fruit, besides many kinds of ornamental and
flowering trees, with a view of determining
which were best adapted to the climate of Cali-
fornia. Ha was first to announce the success

of citrus fruits in suitable locations in Northern
California and the first to show a properly
cured Muscat raisin at the State Fairs of Cali-

fornia.

By persistent industry, he succeeded in

amassing a moderate estate, although no dis-
tinct love of wealth became a factor in his char-
acter. On the contrary, he was ever ready to

lend a helping hand to those who needed it.

Bland and courteous in manner, considerate

and kind in action and sociible in disposition,
his circle of friends and his influence in public
affairs enlarged with his growing years, and

when be rendered the final account of life, at
the ripe age of 77, his departure was sorrow-
fully honored by the community which sur-

rounded his home and his numerous friends

at more distant points. He was prominent in

all public and humane enterprises, and an

active member of many scientific and other

associations.

In his family relations, Dr. Strentzel was ex-
ceedingly happy. His wife, whom he led to
the altar 47 years ago, still lives to honor his

name. Their daughter Louise, wife of John



Muir, the well-known geologist and literrateur,
has remained in the neighborhood of her
father's home and has cheered his declining

years.

The portrait which we present herewith,

though not as good as we desire, will recall his
venerable features to his old friends and sug-
gest to others the lineaments of one whom

they should long remember and honor as a

potent factor in California's horticultural progress-

Was

in Alh: |
horticulturist. He leaves a large

“John Strentzel -- made California famous world over as a fruit-raising State”

History of the Pacific States of North America: California
By Hubert Howe Bancroft

Worthy of mention also among our leading agriculturists is John
Theophil Strentzel, a native of Poland, where he was born Nov. 29, 1813.
He came to New Orleans in 1840, and after some changes of residence and
business, to Cal. by way of the plains in 1849-50, and established a ferry,
hotel, and general merchandise store at La Grange. Later he engaged in
farming and stock-raising on the Merced river, near Snelling's, afterward
settling on his present homestead, near Martinez, where he is president of
the Grangers’ Business association and of the Gas and Electric Light co.

La Grange:
http://legacy.yosemitegazette.com/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=52:la-grange-
california&catid=23:archives&ltemid=125

http://legacy.yosemitegazette.com/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=49:across-the-
mojave-desert-to-san-diego&catid=23:archives&ltemid=125




1891 Pawilicki visit to Mrs.(Louisiana) Strentzel and Mrs. (Wanda) John Muir
(daughter of John Strentzel)

+ M, inliclti wﬂe otDr Pam-lick: made &
short {ot through N v, where
she leit her a(ms. Lm-lmlr spd Thadeus, picas-
antly domiciled on & farm outside of Napa City
OUn ber return she visited Mrs. Strencil and Mrs.
Johu Muir at their attractive residence near
Martinez.

- -

Mrs. Swentzel had come 10 Honey
Grove in 1842, the year the town was
founded, with her parents, who had
been marnied in Tennessee by a justice
of the peace named Davey Crockert.
Her father was postmaster in Honey
Grove and also served in other posi-
tions. She mamed her husband, John
Strentzel, m 1843, He was an immi-
grant from Poland and was a medical
doctor,

In 1849, the Strentzels and their two
children left for California on a wagon
train from Bonham. During their I3
months on the road, they survived
Indian attacks, days without water and
many hardships, including serious ill-
nesses. They arrived in San Diego and
gradually worked their way up the
coast 10 what 15 now Manumes, Calif.
Their home 15 now a National Historic
Landmark. He founded United Frui
and Vepetable Co. The Strentzel's
davghter, Louisa, married naturalist
John Muir, who became the founder of
the Sierra Club and the National Park
Service.



Honey Grove, Texas

- with

Valona was founded bv Dr. John Strentzel, a fabu-
lous man. An exiled Pole, he settled in 1853 on 20
acres of Canada del Hambre and immediately turned
his ranch into orchards and vineyards. He is credited

planting the first pear orchard in Central Cab-

fornia, and the first muscat grapes.
His wife Louisiana, indignant that such a fawr
valley should he called “Valley of Hunger,” renamed

1f Alhambra Valley.

He Led the Way

How a revolution in Poland Lrought pear
trees to Comtra Costa county and furnished 4
materinl for a nomber of interesting chapters
in California history i= told in the life of D
Jobn Eirentzel A young Pole, raised to be a
phyeician, he found bimself confrouted with a
choice of joining the Russian army or exiling
himself from his bomeland, Witk bis wile le
came to Ameriea seventy-two years ago aond set-
tled in Contra Costa county. Hiz daughter,
Lovise Wanda Riventzel, married John Mnir,
the paturalist The story of this pioneer’s
struggles aed bis success in finding fhe “per-
fect home" was related recentiy hy the editor
of the Martines Gazeite. Strentzel came to
the Pacific Coast in 1849 and found the jour

ney a difficnlt one, the party suffering from

1897 (San Francisco)

Dol =isiy variclies of peare,

Bonger and thirst, Tliness contracted by the
wite albo was forved with the others to drisk
Abaline water, cansed Birentzel to look for a
phive of idedl climale and, after a pomber of
staps, he decided wpon Contrn Costa ecunty.
For a tlme, il (s related, he bad ao lon dnd &
store op the Toolnmne, wlere be eotertained
Cetonel Uremnont and General Miller oue day
dod, on the neat, acte] as host 0 a baud of
i g et R DT e e R e
qefiled ar “Capada del Hambre” he =aid he
redtized his long eherisied dream ol o beme,
winum Limd b howgrhe for £y ﬂil;u‘t A T
e ozt lsbied Diw-el? (wo wiles souih of Mai-
tinez  From 21 over the country he brovedil in
v anld vines amd  planied the First s
wrchard In this part of e Sgawe, oo orclogd
Ir i~ =aiad oo gfrewm
1 Pieer mibseat mpapes in Calilernda and bi-
siitacss <alizfl tany others to lecotue horgi
cabirists, The wife regrined her health e
fre coapds Drved teoon eld ages Some of the
Tees Be planted, iore than =oventy deir= age,
aaw a1l learine fruit. .

Lonisiana K. Sgrengzelto Helen Muir, undivided
half of lot on NW corner of Mariposaz ana Utah
streets, N 77 by W 100: grant.

Same to Wanda Muir, undivided half of lot on
NE corner of Mariposa and Utah streets; E 100 by
N 237:6: grant.

il el LN L e L e L e D0

Strentzel, Mrs. L. Erwin ... died in 1897 ... age 76 ... SF1897-10919
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TRLN'&"I o1 Martinez, Septembey 24, Mrs.
" L, B, Ptrentzel] wite of the ‘late Dr, John
&trentr. ~#nd mother of Mrs. John Mulr,
amed 70 yeaps, - f |
| Funeral this day (Mcnday), at | oclouk
from the famlly resldence.

A o dde 2o = = P ey

Sl‘RE\T?EL- n Martinez, September 34 1897.
Mrs L. X Str: ntz-l aged 76 years
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Death of Mrs Strentzel, i
Mry. L. IZ. Strentzel, ‘widow of ‘'the
late John Strentze! and mother of Mrs,'
John Muir, passed away at ‘herr home
in Abhambry  Vialley, Contra Costa
county. last week. She was seventy- |
six years of age. Mrs. Siremizel was
a native of Tennesse and came Lo Cal-
{itornla I 1540, She moved o Contra
Cozsta couwnty with her husband aad
childyen in 1853,
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1900 Census (John Muir and Mrs. Louie Strentzel Muir)
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Name: John Muir
Age: 62
Birth Date: Apr 1838
Birthplace: Scotland
Home in 1900: Alhambra, Contra Costa, California
Race: White
Immigration Year: 1849
Relation to Head of House: Head
Marital Status: Married
Spouse's Name: Louie W Muir
Marriage Year: 1880
Years Married: 20

Father's Birthplace: England
Mother's Birthplace: England

Occupation: View on Image
Neighbors: View others on page
Name Age

H hold M :
ousehold Members John Muir 62



Louie W Muir 53
Manda A Muir 19
Helen L Muir 14
Sarah Galloway 64 (sister of John Muir)

1901

http://Iwww.PolishClubSF.org/StrentzelPostcard1901.pdf

tled down at an orchard property near Martinez, cultivated Muscat
grapes and Bartlett pears, supervised Chinese laborers, and made a
lot of money. Muir inherited a fruit ranch in Contra Costa County
from his father-in-law, Dr. John Theophil Strentzel (Jan Teofil Stren-
zel), a political exile from Lublin, Poland. Before coming to Amer-
ica, Strentzel studied medicine and horticulture, two fields that made
good use of surgical knives. Even more than Muir, Strentzel per-
sonifies the California Dream. He got off the boat at New Orleans
in 1840 and proceeded to join a settlement company bound for Dal-

las. In Texas he married a woman from Tennessee named Louisiana.

6 August 1905: Death of Louisiana Wanda Strentzel Muir



Los Angeles Herald, Volume 32, Number 317, 14 August 1905 — WIFEOFANA"
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WIFE OF NATURALIST
- DIES WITH PNEUMONIA

Librarian Lummis Receives Notifica.

Afcd alf Al Macbls af Maa

tion of the Death of Mrs.
John Muir

Mrs. John Muir, wife of John Muir,
the world famed naturalist and ex-
ploi'er. died at her home in Martinez,
Cal., last Sunday morning of pneu-
monla. »

1906: Marriage of Wanda Muir to Thomas Hanna
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faith, have one each. The university
of DPesth, the only one in Hungary,
is richly endowed. The professors are
in number 40 ; the students between
700 and 800. The branches taught
comprise, as in the larger German univer-
sities, theology, law, medicine, philosophy,
classics, and mathematics. Iere are also a
number of private teachers, and several es-
tablishments subsidiary to the university,
such as a botanical garden, and, on the
Buda side of the river. an observatorv. situ-

1910 Census

Name: John Muir
Age in 1910: 71
Birth Year: abt 1839
Birthplace: Scotland
Home in 1910: Township 1, Contra Costa, California
Race: White
Immigration Year: 1849
Relation to Head of House: Head
Marital Status: Widowed

Father's Birthplace: Scotland
Mother's Birthplace:  Scotland



Article about Muir and Strentzel
htttp://www.polishclubsf.org/MuirStrentzel1916.pdf
Pacific Rural Press

5 February 1916

Trees in Paradise: A California History - Page xxxiv

meag @ hitps://books.google.com/books?isbn=0393241270

Jared Farmer - 2013 - Preview

Muir inhented a fruit ranch in Contra Costa County from his father-in-law, Dr.
John Theophil Strentzel (Jan Teofil Stren- zel), a political exile from Lublin,
Poland. Before coming to Amer- ica, Strentzel studied medicine and
horticulture, two fields .

Dr. Strentzel worked diligently to expand his estate from 20 to
over 2,000 acres while his wife struggled to regain her health. He
organized a local chapter of the National Grange of the Order of
Patrons of Husbandry and became Contra Costa County’s lead-
ing horticulturist, a man recognized as one of the “builders of the

commonwealth” by California’s enterprising historian Hubert Howe Bancroft

Name: Samuel Erwin (father of Louisiana)
State: X
County: Fannin County
Township: No Township Listed

Year: 1846
Record Type: Tax list
Page: NPN

Database: TX Tax List Index, 1840-1849

Name: Saml Erwin
Age: 65
Birth Year: abt 1785
Birthplace: Virginia
Home in 1850: Fannin, Texas, USA
Gender: Male
Family Number: 288
Name Age

Saml Erwin 65
Sarah B Erwin 55
A S Erwin 18

Household Members:




Samuel Erwin and Davy Crockett, old friends from Kentucky, were instrumental in the founding of Honey Grove,
Fannin Co., TX.

Samuel Augustus Erwin has a large gravestone marker in Honey Grove, TX, stating: "Virginia-born Samuel Erwin was married in
1819 in Tennessee to Sally Rodgers Crisp (1795-1860), in a ceremony performed by local magistrate David Crockett. First settler in
the Honey Grove area, Erwin arrived here in 1837 and surveyed land grants for other pioneers. A surveyor by profession, he platted
the townsite for his friend B.S. Wolcott in 1848. He was the town's first postmaster and one of Fannin County's earliest Justices of the
Peace."

Crockett Park Monument, same area, indicates that Honey Grove was named by Crockett, but he died before it could become a
town. Old friend, Sam Erwin, continued on and became the founder. Monument reads in part, that Crockett traveled by riverboat,
horseback and on foot, entering Texas along the Red River, camping at a site half a mile northeast of the park, he found wild bees and
honey in hollow trees...and called the campsite a "Honey Grove". It is said that he told friends he would settle here later, but in a few

weeks he died in cause of freedom, at the Alamo.

Since Muir ultimately married into the Strentzel family, its antecedents are of interest to the reader and may
be sketched briefly in this connection. John Strentzel, born in Lublin, Poland, was a participant in the
unsuccessful Polish revolution of 1830. To escape the bitter fate of being drafted into the victorious Russian
army he fled to Upper Hungary where he obtained a practical knowledge of viticulture, and later was trained
as a physician at the University of Buda-Pesth. Coming to the United States in 1840, he joined at Louisville,
Kentucky, a party of pioneers known as Peters’ Colonization Company,—and went with them to the Trinity
River in Texas, where he built a cabin on the present site of the city of Dallas, then a wild Comanche country.
When the colony failed and dispersed he removed to Lamar County in the same state, was married at
Honeygrove to Louisiana Erwin, a native of Tennessee, and in 1849, with his wife and baby daughter, came
across the plains from Texas to California as medical adviser to the Clarkesville “train” of pioneer
immigrants. Not long afterwards he settled in the Alhambra Valley [According to the journal of Dr. Strentzel, this was
not the original name of the valley. A company of Spanish soldiers, sent to chastise some Indians, was unable to obtain provisions
there, and so named it, “Canada de la Hambre.” or Valley of Hunger. “Mrs. Strentzel, on arriving he! writes her husband, “was
displeased with the name, and, remembering Irving’s glowing description of the Moorish paradise, decided to re-christen our home
Alhambra.” Ever since then the valley has borne this modification of the original name.] near Martinez, and became one of the
earliest and most successful horticulturists of California.

SEE NEXT PAGE



John Muir National Historic Site National Park servce

U.S. Department of the Interior

Dr. John Strentzel was born in Lublin, Poland, November 29, 1813. His family was well to do, and able to
provide a life of "being attended with all desirable comforts". At age six, he was sent to school along with the
sons of officials and nobility. In 1830, he joined in an attempted overthrow of the Russian domination of
Poland. When the revolution failed the following year, John Strentzel was forced to flee his homeland and
move to Hungary. Here he gained knowledge of vineyard culture and the wine trade. He also began his medical
studies at the University of Pesth, Hungary, and received his diploma in 1839.

Dr. Strentzel immigrated to the United States in 1840 and moved west to Texas where he settled and married
Louisiana Erwin in 1843. Their first child, a daughter named Louisa (Louie), was born in 1846, and a son,
John, in 1848. The family moved to California during the 1849 Gold Rush, enduring many harrowing
experiences before settling along the Tuolumne River and establishing a ferry, a hotel and a general store.
Later, they took up farming along the Merced River but lost the farm in a flood. A second daughter, Lotta, was
born in 1851 but lived only four months.

Seeking a quieter life, the Strentzels moved to the Alhambra Valley near the town of Martinez, California, in
1853. The doctor bought 20 acres of land and used his Hungarian vineyard knowledge to begin experimenting
with a wide variety of grapes, fruit and nut trees, as well as ornamental plantings. Importing seeds and cuttings
from around the world, Dr. Strentzel employed new scientific methods in horticulture, exhibiting oranges and
award-winning wines as early as 1861.

Dr. Strentzel's fortunes increased over the years as demand for his produce grew. He bought additional land
and planted large vineyards and orchards that included Muscat, Zinfandel and Tokay grapes, and over 50
varieties of pears. People came to view and write about the famous "Alhambra gardens" of Dr. Strentzel.

Eventually, Dr. Strentzel tried over 1,000 varieties of fruit trees and ornamentals, earning a solid reputation as
a pioneer and authority on California horticulture. He contributed articles on his research to numerous
publications, gave college lectures on agriculture, and helped establish and lead state and local Grange
organizations to promote agricultural interests. He also found time to be a school trustee and president of the
Martinez Gas and Electric Company.

The death of the Strentzel's son, John, in 1857, was a crushing blow to the family. Their only remaining
child, Louie, received an extensive education and became a pianist of concert caliber. She was devoted to her
parents, however, and chose to remain with them on their fruit ranch, helping them run their large and thriving

business.

John Muir National Historic Site ® 4202 Alhambra Ave.e Martinez, CA 94553 (925) 228-8860e www.nps.gov/jomu




John Muir National Historic Site National Park servce

U.S. Department of the Interior

The Strentzels became acquainted with a well-known naturalist and aspiring writer named John Muir in 1874.
Muir and the doctor were mutually impressed with each other and a warm friendship began. The Strentzels
were delighted when Muir proposed to Louie in 1879. Dr. Strentzel gave the newlyweds 20 acres of land and
the

Strentzel home to live in when they were married the following year. At age 67, Dr. Strentzel gained the son he
had always wanted.

In 1882, Dr. Strentzel built a 17-room mansion on a knoll overlooking his vast orchards, about a mile from his
original home. John Muir took over as ranch manager, overseeing the 2,600 acre operation when the doctor's
health began to fail. Capitalizing on cash crops already established by his father-in-law, Muir secured his own
modest fortune over the next ten years, enabling him to resume his writing and conservation career later on.

Dr. Strentzel continued his horticultural work and practiced his medical skills whenever required. On one
occasion he saved the life of a man who had been struck in the head with a pickaxe.

Strentzel never forgot his Polish heritage. He kept several scrapbooks on Polish achievements and entertained

many Polish artists and writers, among who were Henry Sienkiewicz, author of Quo Vadis, and the famous
Polish actress, Madame Modjeska. And in 1880, the government of Poland presented Dr. Strentzel with a
document honoring him for his participation in the 1830 Polish National Uprising.

Perhaps Dr. Strentzel's last years can best be described in his own words. He wrote in a short autobiography:
"My faithful companion (Louisiana) and I live very comfortably and quietly in our declining years. We have a
commodious house with pleasant surroundings, in the midst of orchards and vineyards in full view of Martinez

and Benicia...

www.nps.gov/jomu/learn/.../Dr-John-Strentzel.doc

John Muir National Historic Site ® 4202 Alhambra Ave.e Martinez, CA 94553 (925) 228-8860e www.nps.gov/jomu







John Muir National Historic Site
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Train tracks running between John Muir NHS and Mount Wanda. Muir was
able to use this route to distribute fruit from the orchard.
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In 1882, Dr. Strentzel built a 17-room mansion on a knoll overlooking his vast orchards, about a
mile from his original home. John Muir took over as ranch manager, overseeing the 2,600 acre
operation when the doctor's

health began to fail. Capitalizing on cash crops already established by his father-in-law, Muir
secured his own modest fortune over the next ten years, enabling him to resume his writing and
conservation career later on.

Dr. Strentzel continued his horticultural work and practiced his medical skills whenever required.
On one occasion he saved the life of a man who had been struck in the head with a pickaxe.

Strentzel never forgot his Polish heritage. He kept several scrapbooks on Polish achievements and
entertained many Polish artists and writers, among who were Henry Sienkiewicz, author of Quo
Vadis, and the famous

Polish actress, Madame Modjeska. And in 1880, the government of Poland presented Dr. Strentzel
with a document honoring him for his participation in the 1830 Polish National Uprising.

Perhaps Dr. Strentzel's last years can best be described in his own words. He wrote in a short
autobiography: "My faithful companion (Louisiana) and I live very comfortably and quietly in our
declining years. We have a commodious house with pleasant surroundings, in the midst of orchards
and vineyards in full view of Martinez

and Benicia..."




1866 Family Letter
Found By Ray Erwin

The recent Founders’ Week activities in Honey
Grove and the historical marker dedication cere-
monies honoring Samuel Erwin and Benjamin S.
Walcott seemed to have stirred the memory of
Ray Erwin as he recalled having read a letter writ-
ten to his grandfather, Jack Erwin, back in 1866
from Jack s sister. A short search produced the
well-preserved letter and Ray brought it out of

hiding and with his permission it is being reprinted.

On January 24, 1848 gold was discovered in
the American River at Sutters’ Mill in California
and the “Gold Rush” was on. It was not long be-
fore a group of men and women from the Honey
Grove area and from the western part of Lamar
county decided to form up a wagon train and
head for California to seek their fortunes. Most
of them were soon sorry that they had ever left
hpme as the hardships of the wagon trains made
life .misemble for them and the dangers from the
environment and from Indians were always to be
reconned with. Very few of the “‘goldrushers”
struck it rich and for the most part the hardships
and deprivations were enough to discourage any-
one. Most of them that survived returned home
some years later forever cured of the gold fever.
._Some of them, however, stuck it out and stayed
in Cal{fomm and gave up the quest for gold by
engaging in farming or by putting in orchards and
vineyards. Such was the case for Dr. John Strent-
ze.l and his wife, the former Lousiana Louise Er-
win, daughter of Samuel Erwin, Honey Grove’s
first settler. The Strentzels had joined up with a
wagon train which formed here in 1849 and their

orlgmal intention was to hunt for gold but that
objective was soon abandoned. Instead Dr. Strent-
zel bought some land near Martinez, California
gnd put in a fruit orchard and vineyard contain-
ing come fifty acres of fertile land. The Strentzels
I?ecame pioneers in the development of the grape
industry and in the development of orchards and
eventually became very wealthy.

In December of 1866, Louise Strentzel wrote
to her brother, Jack Erwin, here in Honey Grove
an@ many things in her letter are extremely inter-
{astmg. The letter was written on December 4th
just a short time before Christmas, and the Ciuil,
War had not been over very long. She writes of
thg terrible anxieties that they endured during
this period of “sorrowful years’ when they were
always wondering if some dear friend back in Hon-
ey Grove or some relative might be among the
casualty lists. She laments the fact that letiers
from home are few and far between. In fact, she
hfzd not .heard from her brother Jack for some
five anxious years and had received only one lel-
ter from her brother Samuel whom she called
“Bud”. Only one letter had arrived from her sis-
ter Margaret who had married Dr. Lynn DeSpain
of Paris. The DeSpains were in Kentucky when
they wrote.

Her letter expressed a strong love for her old
home town and reflected a feeling of home sick-
ness as she asked to be told of the ‘“‘old landmarks
and all of the new improvements and changes.”
She was anxious to be told of the old friends who
had fallen in battle during the war or had died
from exposure and disease. She wrote of the dan-
gers of the hostile Indians as the imigrants con-
tinued to cross the plair o Califor-. ..

e R

nia.

Louise writes of her daughter, Louisa, who had
been in bad health for a long time and she vividly !
tells of the many diseases such as consumption,
whooping cough, scarlet fever, bilious fever, put-
rid sore throat and others that everyone was sub-
ject to getting. Luckily chills and fever were mis-
sing in their area. She was not aware that the chills
and fever were actually malaria and that only in the
coastal areas was it common.

Daughter Louisa eventually recovered from her
many illnesses and she married John Muir who was
later to become the world renouned naturalist.

Louise’s letter speaks of the excitement caused
by the completion of the Trans-continental rail-
road which made travel from California back to
the states possible and in her letter she expresses
the hope that she and her family could ride back
to Honey Grove as though it were an “excursion”.
It is not known whether or not the Strentzels did,

in fact, make this excursion back home but we do
know from later correspondence that brother Jack
Erwin went to California to see the Strentzels but
returned some time later.

— John B. Black

% k ok k k K K kK

Alhambra, December 4, 1866

My Dear Brother:

Your letter dated the 14th of September has
reached us, and I need not tell you how delighted
we all were to receive a letter from you once more
and such a long letter. We felt after reading it al-
most like we had seen you and had a good talk.

1t has been more than five years since we re-
ceived your last letter previous to the war. When
I look back upon the terrible incidents of those
long, dark, sorrowful years they seem to me now
more like a dream than the fearful reality that they
were. Although we in California were far away
from the strife, and comparatively free from the
hardships and trials of the war, still I think we suf-

fered as much, and even more, from anxiety and
suspense, than those who lived in the midst of the
conflict, especially we who had friends in the
South, and were unable to hear from them or know
their fate. O, the sad hours that we spent during
that long period as day after day we would read in
the papers the terrible accounts of the battles as
they occured and with what dread would we look
over the lists of the killed and wounded, fearing to
see the name of some dear friend. There was
scarcely an American in California who did not
have friends and relatives engaged on one side or
the other, and many had brothers in both armies
fighting against each other. These were indeed
troublous times, the like of which we hope and
pray never to see again.

We have never yet received but one Jetter from
Bud, and that was early last spring, one from Dr.
D’Spain written while he was in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, but none from Missouri altho’ we have writ-
ten to them repeatedly. I do not know what can
be the matter we do not get letters from them. I
suppose they certainly do write and their letters
fail to reach us.

You say you have lately been back at Honey
Grove. O Jack, how does the old home look now?
Did it not make you feel sad to be there and think
of the old times when we were all together? 1
want you to write to me all about it, tell me of the
old landmarks and all of the new improvements
and changes. Describe the town, how many peopl
live there, what kind of buildings, who of the old
friends are there, etc. Tell me about Bud’s child-
ren, and the graves of father and mother: I think
of so many questions that I would ask if I could
see you.
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HONEY GROVE SIGNAL-CITIZEN ter, Alice, mareled Wil
THE LADONIA NEWS Byan. At a later date 1 will

tefl you who some of the
other Ryan's married. Mar-
garel’s Ind marrage was
o Dr. DeSpain - for & lime
they lived in Paris,

Mr. Samuel’s sons: A. 1.
{lack) Frwin lst marcied
Eliza MoKenzie, dangher
of John McKenzie who in
1845 bought land from Dr.
J, ). Nicholson that had
gronts of 2 hall sections,
this, where he setfled we
knew ax the 044 Provine™
place - north Bth streel.
Later in 45 1. T. Allen
bought the hone of Me-
Kengie, Mr, McKenzie was
living in 1866, 5. L. Erwin
was the son of Jack and
Elixa. He married Helen
Long of Ladonia born Nov.,
J, 1860 - died May 1943,
Mr. 5. L. died Oot. I8,
1931. lvan Frwin was his
s, he marmipd Hertha
Price, thetr 3 children,
Buth, Ivan Jr. and Alice.

Jack™s Ind marriage was

to Minerva Curry - One
Ofhe Ervins Q421983 5" i
rwins 1863 - died 1943, Had 1|

danghter Wynnomia Cur-
by Alma Broudrick i, 2 sons: Jack T. and
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! BERKELEY, June 21.—Waunda, the
eldest daughter of [John Mulir,|was mar-
rled very quietly yesterday at Martinez
to Thomas Hanna, a civil engineer.
Both the bride and groom are gradu-
ates of the University of California.
Mrs. Hanna was a social favorite while
at college and was a member of the
Gamma i Beta Sorority. The mar-
.rlage was ‘the culmination of a ro-
mance begun & few years ago, while
the two were at college. The ceremony
.was strikingly simple. There weére no
attendants,” the bride merely being
given away by her ,/father, who
(signed the license as witness. Rev.
i Mr. Stogdard of Martinez, who is an
old friend of John Muir, was-the offi-
clating clergyman. The young couple
will live in one-of.the bay citles after |,
their return from. tAhelr. honeymoen. )
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Mintinez Wise.—Dr. Jno. Strentzel,
of Martinez, Contra Costa county, besides
marketing a large quantity of grapes, will
manufacture a thonsand gallons of wine
from this year's crop. He has the largest
vineyard in the county, according to the
Gazette.

Worthy of mention also among our leading agriculturists is John
Theophil Strentzel, a native of Poland, where he was born Nov. 29, 1813.
He came to New Orleans in 1840, and after some changes of residence and
business, to Cal. by way of the plains in 1849-50, and established a ferry,
hotel, and 5eneral merchandise store at La Grange. Later he engaged in
farming and stock-raising on the Merced river, near Snelling's, aiterward
settling on his present homestead, near Martinez, where he is president of
the Grangers’ Business association and of the GGas and Electric Light co.



