
Jan [John or Johannes or Johann] Teofil [Theofilus or Theofil; in German “Gottlieb”] Strencel or 
Strentzel or Strenzel or Strencil  or Strenczel or Strentzell, Strensall, Strensel, etc. 
 
Born 25 November 1813 (some documents report 29 November or 2 November), in Lublin, Poland 
[NOTE:  While in “Pesth” Dr. Strentzel sometimes claimed that he was born in Latoszyn, presumably 
to protect his Lublin family.  He fought against the Russians in Poland’s 1830 Uprising and was an 
exile; his family was in danger of retribution]. 
 

 
 
Died:  31 October 1890, Alhambra Valley [Martinez], Contra Costa County, California 
 
Brother Henry (Henryk or Heinrich) born about 1817 in Lublin, Poland 
 
The six children from the father of John Strenzel in Lublin were baptized in Lublin's  
Evangelical Lutheran church:  
 
Johann Heinrich Christian (1810), Johann Teofil [Polish] | Gottlieb [German] (1813), 
Heinrich Christian (1817), Eduard (1818), Sophie/Zofia Emilie (1820) [remained in Lublin] and Emilie 
Jadwiga/Ludwika (1822).  3 survived to adulthood:  John T., Henry C. and Sophie E. 
 
From the Internet: 
“The baptism dates for Gottlieb (1813) and Heinrich (1817) correspond with the dates for John (1813) 
and his brother Henry Christian (1817) that are inscribed on their tombstones in California. John 
indicated in his biography that his mother and father had a large family.” 
 
“His parents were John (Jan or Johann) Strentzel, born in Pomerania in 1771 and Sophia 
(Zofia) Meizner, born in 1785 in Lublin. They were married in 1803 and became fairly well-to-do. 
His father owned an orchard and garden near town.” 

In 1838/39, when he was 25, he attended the masters apothecary course in Budapest Medical 
School.  He passed his final exam (rygorosum) on the 10th of July 1839. A day later he was awarded 
a diploma.  (Prof. I. Kovacs via Roman Włodek)  

 



“Dr. Strentzel fled Poland after the 1830 Uprising to keep from being pressed into service in the 
Russian Army. He entered what is now Hungary. There he gathered information on the wine trade, 
and vineyard culture. He entered the University of Pesth and received a medical diploma.  

“In 1840, he and his brother emigrated to the U.S., landing in New Orleans, thence moving to 
Louisville, Kentucky. They left there, for Texas, with the Peterson [sic] Peters Colonization 
Company and settled where Dallas is now located.” 
 
“William S. Peters, the founder of the Peters colony of Texas, was born in England in 1779. He 
moved to North America in 1827 with his wife and six of his children. He worked in Canada as a 
military bandmaster and was forty-eight years old when he entered the United States. 
After a musical partnership ended between Peters and a William Browning, they traveled from 
Louisville Kentucky to England to find investors for what became known as the Peters Colony.  It’s 
not really known why Peters became interested in Texas. What is known is that he was and followed 
it up with an effort to find investors to make it happen. Peters eventually located the original twenty 
investors and they petitioned the Texas Republic to contract land to them which at first was to be a 
colony of Englishmen but the investors ended up being half American and half English. In response, 
the Republic of Texas through its Fifth Congress enacted a law on February 4, 1841, that authorized 
the president of the Republic of Texas to enter into an “empresario contract” with Peters and his 
associates.” 
 
They remained there one year, then moved to Lamar County and purchased 500 acres of land.  

“In 1849, when the California gold rush fever swept the country, the Strentzels joined a wagon train 
with other pioneers and headed for the "promised land" to seek their fortune. Their two small children 
journeyed with them. The wagon train left Bonham, Texas and included around 103 men, 9 women, 
and 25 children. The Strentzels had two children when they left Honey Grove, Louisa, age two, and 
Johnny, age ten months. Johnny would later die of diphtheria at age nine.” 

 
 
 
Evangelical (Lutheran) Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Church_of_the_Augsburg_Confession_in_Poland   
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
http://regestry.lubgens.eu/viewpage.php?page_id=1052&par=195 
 

 
 
1828-1831, pharmacist’s assistant, Lublin 
Jan Strenzel worked as a pharmacist’s assistant from Aug. 1, 1828 until June 26, 1831  
for Stefan Gąsiorowski (Source: Research by Roman Włodek, Kraków) 
 

 
 
(Stefan Gąsiorowski, aptekarz, obywatel m. Lublina, zmarł  3 maja 1864; Stefan Gąsiorowski) 
Translation:  A pharmacist, a citizen of Lublin, died May 3, 1864 
 
1836 Letter to John Strentzel from Kollmann  
http://www.polishclubsf.org/KollmannToStrentzel.pdf 
 
1837 Letter RE Ludwik Wiemuth, friend of Strentzel from Lublin 
http://www.polishclubsf.org/1837.pdf 
 
1837-1838:  Carl Gurtler to John Strentzel 
http://www.polishclubsf.org/GurtlerToStrentzel.pdf 
 
  

 



1837 Letter to Strentzel from John William Burchard 
http://www.polishclubsf.org/BurchardLetterToStrentzel.pdf 
 
University of Warsaw  |  1839:  Medical degree, University of Pesth, Hungary  
 
Date?:  Herr Johann Stentzel die Realapotheke des Herrn Dül in Rohatyn, Galizien  ?? 
Zeitschrift des allgemeinen Oesterreichischen Apotheker-Vereines, Volume 35 
 

Letter to John Strentzel, dated June 1840 
http://www.polishClubSF.org/1840.pdf 
 
Arrived in 1840 in New Orleans; in 1849 in California; & betw. 1851 - 1853 to Alhambra, Martinez 
 
 

 



 



 
 
http://honeygrove.fatcow.com/BVML%20Web%20Pages/Honey%20Grove%20Web%20Pages/Louisiana_Erwin_Strentzel.htm 

 
1843:  Marriage, 31 Dec 1843 – Fannin County, Texas  
Marriage of John T. Strentzel and Louisiana Erwin 



 
 
 

Name: John Strentzel 
State: TX 

County: Fannin County 
Township: No Township Listed 

Year: 1843 
Database: TX Tax List Index, 1840-1849 

 

 
 
1846:  Henry naturalized, Texas territory (John was also naturalized in TX in 1846) 
 

 
  



1847:  Birth of Louisa [aka Louie] Elizabeth Wanda Strentzel  

 
 
1848:  Marriage of John’s brother, Henry, to E. Denton 

 

 
22 May 1848:  Birth of John William Erwin Burchard Strentzel 
 
Letter from John Strentzel to William (Wilhelm) Burchard 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/Strentzel1848toBurchard.pdf 
 
1849 
March 22, 1849:  To California 

 
 
“Strentzel was forced into exile after the Polish revolution of 1830. In 1840 he emigrated to the United States of America, settling in Texas. It was there, 
in 1843, that he married his wife, Louisiana Erwin. In 1849 he made his way west to California, eventually settling in the state's central valley, along the 
Merced river. Illness and flooding of his home along that river forced him to move again, this time settling in the Alhambra Valley, a bucolic valley located 
just south of the city of Martinez, California. He purchased twenty acres, called for his family, and set about establishing a long-dreamed of horticultural 
business. Years later, he was recognized as a foremost expert on California's budding horticultural industry.” 
 
Lived in Tuolumne and Merced Rivers  |  [Tuolumne River near La Grange] Continued to own land in Texas 
“They settled finally on the Tuolumne River, a mile or two below what is now La Grange” 
 
1850 Census 

Name: Henry Stansell 

Age: 30 

Birth Year: abt 1820 

Birthplace: Texas 

Home in 1850: Township 5, Tuolumne, California, USA 

 Gender: Male 

 

Name Age 

Louisa Stansell  6 

John Stansell  3 

  

  

  
  

 

 



 
 
 
Strentzel and his wife ran a hotel and ferry at La Grange 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1850 Texas tax rolls, Fannin County, TX for John Strentzel (and Sam Erwin) 

 
 
Abstract of land claims:  TEXAS 
[South Sulphur is on Farm Road 512 eight miles northeast of Greenville in north central Hunt County] 
General Land Office, Texas. Comptroller's Office 
 

 
 

 
 
Society of California Pioneers,  1850 

 
 
  

 



1851 
Name: Lottie Strentzel 

Birth Date: 29 Apr 1851 

Death Date: 31 Aug 1851 

Cemetery: Muir-Strentzel Hanna Cemetery 

Burial or Cremation Place: Martinez, Contra Costa County, California, USA 
 
Lottie Strentzel:  April 29 1851 – August 31, 1851, daughter of John and Louisiana Strentzel 
 
[NOTE:  Lottie died (and was buried?) in Martinez in 1851; John Strentzel is listed, in 1850, as a 
member of the Society of California Pioneers] 
 

 
Old California Houses: Portraits and Stories 

John Strentzel established a ferry, hotel, and general merchandise store at La Grange 
 

1854 tax rolls, Fannin Co., TX  (John and Henry Strentzel) 

 
 
1855 tax rolls, Fannin Co., TX                        1855 tax rolls, Fannin Co., TX 

                     
 
  



1857  Death of the son of John and Louisiana Strentzel; died from diptheria in Martinez 
Last 
Name 

First Name Event* Day Month Year 
Publication 
Date 

  Wife Husband Mother Father 
Locaton of 
Event 

Strentzel 
John Irwin (sic) 
Burchard 

d 26 Sep 1857 20 Sep 1857   Strentzel, 
Louisa 

Strentzel, 
John 

Alhambra 
Valley, near 
Martinez 

 

Name: John Erwin Strentzel (John William Erwin Burchard Strentzel) 

Event Type: Burial  

Event Date: 1857  

Event Place: Martinez, Contra Costa, California, United States of America  

Birth Date: 22 May 1848  

Death Date: 20 Sep 1857  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   TEXAS tax rolls 
 
 
 

 
  



1859 
Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 16, Number 2444, 26 January 1859 — PACIFIC 
RAILROAD PROJECTS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



1860 
Name: John Strentzell 

Age in 1860: 47 
Birth Year: abt 1813 
Birthplace: Poland 

Home in 1860: Township 1, Contra Costa, California 
Gender: Male 

Post Office: Martinez and San Pablo 
Value of real estate: View Image 

Household Members: 

Name Age 

John Strentzell 47 

Louisa E Strentzell 38 

Louisa Strentzell 13 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Marysville Daily Appeal 1860 

  



1862 

 
 
1863:  Letter to the Polish Committee from John Strentzel 

  
 
 
Martinez and Dr. Strentzel:  http://www.ebpaa.com/town-of-martinez-and-dr-strentzel-in-1863.html 



 
 
Henry Strentzel, San Francisco (324 Dupont, San Francisco) 

 
 

 
 
According to the California State Agricultural Society, an exhibit was made by Dr. J. Strentzel at the 
1863 state fair. ... The names of the Hungarian Haraszthy and of his son, Arpad, are inseparably 
linked with the California grape and wine ... 
 
1864:  Membership List, Polish Society of California (in San Francisco) 

 
 

 
 
1865:  death of Henry Christian Strentzel (born 1817 in Lublin, Poland) 

 
 

 



 
 
1867 

 
 

 
 
Strentzel, John ... age 54 in 1867 ... native of Poland ... Rec. No. 55124 
 

 
 
1869 

 
 



1870 
Name: John Strenzel 

Age in 1870: 57 
Birth Year: abt 1813 
Birthplace: Poland 

Home in 1870: San Pablo, Contra Costa, California 
Race: White 

Gender: Male 
Post Office: Martinez 

Household Members: 

Name Age 

John Strenzel 57 

Louisiana Strenzel 48 

Louisa Strenzel 24 
 

 
1871 

Name: John Strentzel 

Residence Year: 1871 

Residence Place: Alameda, California, USA 

Occupation: Farmer 

Publication Title: Alameda and Contra Costa Counties Directory, for 1871-72 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



June 1871 

 
 
 
1873, Boston, American Pomological Association 

 
 



1874 

 

  
 
The Vicente Martinez adobe came to Dr. Strentzel in 1874 as he prospered and bought more land. 
This structure, a two-story adobe house, was built in 1848 or 1849 by Don Vicente Martinez 
 
1875:  Society of California Pioneers 

 



1875:  Grange party: 
it was in grapes that this feast was most notable, there being over sixty varieties on the tables. One 
contributor alone, Dr. John Strentzel, of the Alhambra vineyard, near Martinez, Contra Costa 
county, produced forty-five varieties….  Dr. Strentzel, proprietor of the Alhambra vineyard, near 
Martinez, Contra Costa county, forty-five varieties of grapes, pomegranates and almonds 
 
University of California, College of Agriculture, 1875 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 
 
 
1877:  To the Polish Committee from John Strentzel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1879:  Strentzel eulogy for a colleague at the Grange 

  
 
Pacific Rural Press, Volume 18, Number 8, 23 August 1879 

 



Cherries. —Dr. John Strentzel, owner of the famous Alhambra orchard at Martinez, does not 
recover from the attacks of generosity which visit him each time the fruit ripens, and again we render 
thanks for a liberal bestowal of fine cherries which made glad our whole establishment. 
 
1880  Marriage of Louisa [Louie] Wanda Strentzel to John Muir 

  
 
Strentzel, Louie Wanda ... married in 1880 to Muir, John ... 1880M-4090 
 
“In 1880, Strentzel's good friend and companion, John Muir, married Strentzel's daughter, Louisa 
[Louie] Wanda Strenzel. In 1882, Dr. Strentzel constructed a 10,000 square foot home on a knoll 
above his vast orchards; John and Louisa Wanda Strentzel Muir moved into the home after 
Dr. Strentzel's death in October 1890, and it is now preserved by the National Park Service as the 
John Muir National Historic Site.” 
 

 
 

 
 
1880 census: 

Name: John Strentzel 
Age: 66 

Birth Year: abt 1814 
Birthplace: Poland 

Home in 1880: Township 1, Contra Costa, California 
Race: White 

Relation to Head of House: Self (Head) 
Marital Status: Married 
Spouse's Name: Lousiana [Erwin] Strentzel 

Father's Birthplace: Poland 
Mother's Birthplace: Poland 

Occupation: Horticulturist 
 



John Strentzel 66 

Lousiana Strentzel 58 

Lousiwarda Muir 33 

John Muir 42 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.polishclubsf.org/Bielawski1880LetterToStrentzel.pdf 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  



Atkins Seminary for Young Ladies, Benicia 

   
 
A certificate awarded in 1880 to Dr. John T. Strenzel on the 50th anniversary of the Polish 
struggle for national independence in the November Uprising against the Russian Empire 
(1830-1831). Dr. Strenzel received this honor for his patriotic struggle to liberate partitioned Poland in 
a war also known as the Polish–Russian War of 1830–31 (the November Uprising or the Cadets’ 
Uprising):   
 

 
 
 



1881 
25 March 1881:  Birth of Annie Wanda Muir, daughter of Louisiana Strentzel and John Muir 
 
1881  John Strentzel, Officer Society of California Pioneers 

 
 
 
 
  



   
Society of California Pioneers 
 
1882 

 *Ludwig [Lewis] Reichert 

 
Dr. Strentzel – veteran of the 1830 Uprising.  Unable to attend the annual 
commemoration honoring veterans of the Polish November Uprising.   

Rough translation 
December 5. Anniversary of 1830. Celebrated in 
San Francisco 29th November. Modest dinner for 
the group brought together members and 
veterans of the1830 Uprising. RK Piotrowski 
was chosen unanimously to be president of the 
meeting. Alexander Bednawski, also a veteran 
of the uprising living in San Francisco, … met with 
an accident on July 21… could not be present. He 
sent a heartfelt letter to the accumulated guests in 
which he explained his absence. Other living 
veterans in California: Franciszek 
Wojciechowski [Francis Mitchel], Władysław 
Lutnicki and Dr. J. Strentzel.  Age, disease and 
distance prevented their personal participation.  
President of the day, RK Piotrowski started the 
event with an appropriate speech, and during the 
evening speeches in turn were given by: 
Zbigniew Brodowski, Aleksander Elgass, 
L. Reichert,* C. Meyer.   J. Paudler read a poem 
for the ceremony and Antoni Czarnecki read a 
paragraph of Marja Malczewska.  As in previous 
years, those present contributed a voluntary 
donation to support the National Museum in 
Rapperswil for 1882. 



Strentzel (Muir) House constructed:  
http://www.polishclubsf.org/John%20Muir's%20father%20in%20law%20was%20a%20Polish%2049er.pdf 
 
1882:  16 December 
The Alhambra Celebration (written by J Srentzel) 
http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=PRP18821216.2.11.1&srpos=1&dliv=none&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Strent+zel%22-------1 

 
1883                                                        1885 

 
 
                         
 
                                



  
1886 

 

 
 



 
Wm. E. Christian vs. John Strentzel: Involving Claim to Lot 5 of Section 25 in Township 2, North 
Range 3. W., M.D.M. : Brief on Behalf of John Strentzel, on Appeal from the Decision of the 
Hon. Commissioner of the General Land Office, Rendered in Said Case on July 2nd, 1886 
 

 
 

23 January 1886:  Birth of Helen L. Muir, daughter of Louisiana Strentzel and John Muir 
 
1890 
 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/BednawskiToStrentzelEnglish1890.pdf 
 
Pioneer Association member:  J Strentzel: 
http://files.usgwarchives.net/ca/sanfrancisco/history/1890/argonaut/memberso88gms.txt 
Members of the Pioneer Association Of San Francisco 1890 

THE ARGONAUTS OF CALIFORNIA. 363 
 

Strentzel, John, Dr. ... died in Nov of 1890 ... age -- ... 1890D-6397 
 

  
 



 
 





 
https://archive.org/stream/pacruralpres40unse/pacruralpres40unse_djvu.txt 
Pacific Rural Press 

Temescal Grange.  

 

At the meeting of Temescal Grange, Satur‐  

day, Nov. 1st, the sad news of the death of Dr.  

Strentzel, Master of Alhambra Grange, was an‐  

nonnced and many feeling words of sorrow and  

sympathy were spoken by members. On mo‐  

tion memorial committee was appointed by  

the Worthy Master consisting of Brothers J.  

G. Lemmon and A. T. Dewey and Sister Nettie  

Jones to present resolutions for action of the  

Grange at its next meeting, 
 

Death of Dr. John Strentzel.— With  

deep regret we announce the death of Dr. John  

Strentzel of Martinez, which occurred at the  

close of last week. His life was filled with so  

much of public interest that we do not at‐  

tempt a hasty sketch 
 

The Late Dr. Strentzel  

 

 

 

Many California fruit growers who will as‐  

semble at Santa Cruz next week will mourn the  

departure of their honored friend and associate,  

Dr. John T. Strentzel, who died at his home in  

Alhambra Valley near Martinez, on Friday,  

Nov 1st. It was a sad coincidence that his  

old associates of the State Horticultural So‐  

ciety, in session in this city on that day, se‐  

lected him as chairman of a committee to ex‐  

tend an invitation to the American Pomological  



Society to hold their next meeting in this State.  

Thus almost at the hour of his death his asso‐  

ciates were placing upon him honors und re‐  

sponsibilities which during his long, active life  

he had accepted so quietly and discharged so  

well. During recent years, bodily infirmities  

have prevented him from many activities which  

he formerly pursued, and denied our younger  

fruit‐growers the opportunity for acquaintance  

with him, but he never lost his interest in  

horticultural work and progress, and died in the  

harness full of years and honor,  

 

John Theophile Strentzel was born in Lublin,  

Poland, November 29, 1813. He entered the  

University of Warsaw at the time of the revo‐  

lutionary disturbance, but laid aside his tasks  

for ever in the patriot army, and after the  

dismemberment of his country, proceeded to  

Hungary, became a student, and after taking a  

full course in the University of Pesth, gradu‐  

ated as a physician in 1839, Soon after he emi‐  

grated to Texas, where he followed his profes‐  

sion for nine years. On the 31st of December,  

1843, he was united in marriage to Miss Louis‐  

iana Erwin, a native of Tennessee, who for 47  

years has been his devoted wife and life com‐  

panion. Early in the spring of 1849, having  

had his attention called to the far‐famed El  

Dorado, Dr. Strentzel and family joined a com‐  

pany, who had organized for tha purpose of  

crossing the then trackless plains in an en‐  

deavor to reach California. On the 14th of  

April, 1850, Dr. Strentzel and family reached  

the Tuolumne river after an eventful journey  

of 13 months. They resided first about two  

miles from Le Grange, afterward on Merced  



river, but in 1853 selected a permanent home  

In Alhambra valley, adjoining the town of  

Martinez, where he purchased 1500 acres of un‐  

improved land. Here he became a pioneer fruit‐  

grower, purchasing all the stock at ___ ex‐  

pense, experimenting with over 1000 varieties  

of fruit, besides many kinds of ornamental and  

flowering trees, with a view of determining  

which were best adapted to the climate of Cali‐  

fornia. Ha was first to announce the success  

of citrus fruits in suitable locations in Northern  

California and the first to show a properly  

cured Muscat raisin at the State Fairs of Cali‐  

fornia.  

 

By persistent industry, he succeeded in  

amassing a moderate estate, although no dis‐  

tinct love of wealth became a factor in his char‐  

acter. On the contrary, he was ever ready to  

lend a helping hand to those who needed it.  

Bland and courteous in manner, considerate  

and kind in action and sociible in disposition,  

his circle of friends and his influence in public  

affairs enlarged with his growing years, and  

when be rendered the final account of life, at  

the ripe age of 77, his departure was sorrow‐  

fully honored by the community which sur‐  

rounded his home and his numerous friends  

at more distant points. He was prominent in  

all public and humane enterprises, and an  

active member of many scientific and other  

associations.  

 

In his family relations, Dr. Strentzel was ex‐  

ceedingly happy. His wife, whom he led to  

the altar 47 years ago, still lives to honor his  

name. Their daughter Louise, wife of John  



Muir, the well‐known geologist and literrateur,  

has remained in the neighborhood of her  

father's home and has cheered his declining  

years.  

 

The portrait which we present herewith,  

though not as good as we desire, will recall his  

venerable features to his old friends and sug‐  

gest to others the lineaments of one whom  

they should long remember and honor as a  

potent factor in California's horticultural progress‐  

 

 

 
 
“John Strentzel  -- made California famous world over as a fruit-raising State” 
 
History of the Pacific States of North America: California 
 By Hubert Howe Bancroft 
 

 
 
La Grange:  
http://legacy.yosemitegazette.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=52:la-grange-
california&catid=23:archives&Itemid=125 
 
 
http://legacy.yosemitegazette.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=49:across-the-
mojave-desert-to-san-diego&catid=23:archives&Itemid=125 
 
  



1891 Pawlicki visit to Mrs.(Louisiana) Strentzel and Mrs. (Wanda) John Muir  
(daughter of John Strentzel) 

 
 

   
 



Honey Grove, Texas 
 
 
 

 

   
 
1897 (San Francisco) 

 
 
Strentzel, Mrs. L. Erwin ... died in 1897 ... age 76 ... SF1897-10919 



 

 
 

 
 
1900 Census (John Muir and Mrs. Louie Strentzel Muir) 

 

 
 

Name: 
John Muir 

Age: 62 

Birth Date: Apr 1838 

Birthplace: Scotland 

Home in 1900: Alhambra, Contra Costa, California 

Race: White 

Immigration Year: 1849 

Relation to Head of House: Head 

Marital Status: Married 

Spouse's Name: Louie W Muir 

Marriage Year: 1880 

Years Married: 20 

Father's Birthplace: England 

Mother's Birthplace: England 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Members: 
Name Age 

John Muir  62 



Louie W Muir  53 

Manda A Muir  19 

Helen L Muir  14 

Sarah Galloway 64  (sister of John Muir) 
 

 
1901 
 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/StrentzelPostcard1901.pdf 
 

 
 
1905 

 
    
6 August 1905:  Death of Louisiana Wanda Strentzel Muir 
 



 
 
1906:  Marriage of Wanda Muir to Thomas Hanna 
 

 
 
 
 
1910 Census 

Name: John Muir 

Age in 1910: 71 

Birth Year: abt 1839 

Birthplace: Scotland 

Home in 1910: Township 1, Contra Costa, California 

Race: White 

Immigration Year: 1849 

Relation to Head of House: Head 

Marital Status: Widowed 

Father's Birthplace: Scotland 

Mother's Birthplace: Scotland 
 

 
  



Article about Muir and Strentzel 
htttp://www.polishclubsf.org/MuirStrentzel1916.pdf 
Pacific Rural Press 
5 February 1916 
 
 

 
 

Bancroft 
 
 

Name: Samuel Erwin (father of Louisiana) 

State: TX 

County: Fannin County 

Township: No Township Listed 

Year: 1846 

Record Type: Tax list 

Page: NPN 

Database: TX Tax List Index, 1840-1849 
 

Name: Saml Erwin 
Age: 65 

Birth Year: abt 1785 

Birthplace: Virginia 

Home in 1850: Fannin, Texas, USA 

Gender: Male 

Family Number: 288 

Household Members: 

Name Age 

Saml Erwin  65 

Sarah B Erwin 55 

A S Erwin  18 
 



Samuel Erwin and Davy Crockett, old friends from Kentucky, were instrumental in the founding of Honey Grove, 
Fannin Co., TX. 
  Samuel Augustus Erwin has a large gravestone marker in Honey Grove, TX, stating: "Virginia-born Samuel Erwin was married in 
1819 in Tennessee to Sally Rodgers Crisp (1795-1860), in a ceremony performed by local magistrate David Crockett. First settler in 
the Honey Grove area, Erwin arrived here in 1837 and surveyed land grants for other pioneers. A surveyor by profession, he platted 
the townsite for his friend B.S. Wolcott in 1848. He was the town's first postmaster and one of Fannin County's earliest Justices of the 
Peace."  
  Crockett Park Monument, same area, indicates that Honey Grove was named by Crockett, but he died before it could become a 
town.  Old friend, Sam Erwin, continued on and became the founder.  Monument reads in part, that Crockett traveled by riverboat, 
horseback and on foot, entering Texas along the Red River, camping at a site half a mile northeast of the park, he found wild bees and 
honey in hollow trees...and called the campsite a "Honey Grove". It is said that he told friends he would settle here later, but in a few 
weeks he died in cause of freedom, at the Alamo. 

  

 

SEE NEXT PAGE 

  



 

 
Dr. John Theophile Strentzel 

    

Dr. John Strentzel was born in Lublin, Poland, November 29, 1813.  His family was well to do, and able to 

provide a life of "being attended with all desirable comforts".  At age six, he was sent to school along with the 

sons of officials and nobility.  In 1830, he joined in an attempted overthrow of the Russian domination of 

Poland.  When the revolution failed the following year, John Strentzel was forced to flee his homeland and 

move to Hungary.  Here he gained knowledge of vineyard culture and the wine trade. He also began his medical 

studies at the University of Pesth, Hungary, and received his diploma in 1839. 

   Dr. Strentzel immigrated to the United States in 1840 and moved west to Texas where he settled and married 

Louisiana Erwin in 1843.  Their first child, a daughter named Louisa (Louie), was born in 1846, and a son, 

John, in 1848.  The family moved to California during the 1849 Gold Rush, enduring many harrowing 

experiences before settling along the Tuolumne River and establishing a ferry, a hotel and a general store.  

Later, they took up farming along the Merced River but lost the farm in a flood.  A second daughter, Lotta, was 

born in 1851 but lived only four months. 

   Seeking a quieter life, the Strentzels moved to the Alhambra Valley near the town of Martinez, California, in 

1853.  The doctor bought 20 acres of land and used his Hungarian vineyard knowledge to begin experimenting 

with a wide variety of grapes, fruit and nut trees, as well as ornamental plantings. Importing seeds and cuttings 

from around the world, Dr. Strentzel employed new scientific methods in horticulture, exhibiting oranges and 

award-winning wines as early as 1861. 

   Dr. Strentzel's fortunes increased over the years as demand for his produce grew.  He bought additional land 

and planted large vineyards and orchards that included Muscat, Zinfandel and Tokay grapes, and over 50 

varieties of pears.  People came to view and write about the famous "Alhambra gardens" of Dr. Strentzel. 

   Eventually, Dr. Strentzel tried over 1,000 varieties of fruit trees and ornamentals, earning a solid reputation as 

a pioneer and authority on California horticulture.  He contributed articles on his research to numerous 

publications, gave college lectures on agriculture, and helped establish and lead state and local Grange 

organizations to promote agricultural interests.  He also found time to be a school trustee and president of the 

Martinez Gas and Electric Company. 

   The death of the Strentzel's son, John, in 1857, was a crushing blow to the family.  Their only remaining 

child, Louie, received an extensive education and became a pianist of concert caliber.  She was devoted to her 

parents, however, and chose to remain with them on their fruit ranch, helping them run their large and thriving 

business. 
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The Strentzels became acquainted with a well-known naturalist and aspiring writer named John Muir in 1874.   

Muir and the doctor were mutually impressed with each other and a warm friendship began.  The Strentzels 

were delighted when Muir proposed to Louie in 1879.  Dr. Strentzel gave the newlyweds 20 acres of land and 

the  

Strentzel home to live in when they were married the following year.  At age 67, Dr. Strentzel gained the son he  

had always wanted. 

   In 1882, Dr. Strentzel built a 17-room mansion on a knoll overlooking his vast orchards, about a mile from his 

original home.  John Muir took over as ranch manager, overseeing the 2,600 acre operation when the doctor's  

health began to fail.  Capitalizing on cash crops already established by his father-in-law, Muir secured his own 

 modest fortune over the next ten years, enabling him to resume his writing and conservation career later on. 

   Dr. Strentzel continued his horticultural work and practiced his medical skills whenever required.  On one  

occasion he saved the life of a man who had been struck in the head with a pickaxe. 

   Strentzel never forgot his Polish heritage.  He kept several scrapbooks on Polish achievements and entertained 

 many Polish artists and writers, among who were Henry Sienkiewicz, author of Quo Vadis, and the famous  

Polish actress, Madame Modjeska.  And in 1880, the government of Poland presented Dr. Strentzel with a  

document honoring him for his participation in the 1830 Polish National Uprising. 

  Perhaps Dr. Strentzel's last years can best be described in his own words.  He wrote in a short autobiography:  

"My faithful companion (Louisiana) and I live very comfortably and quietly in our declining years.  We have a 

commodious house with pleasant surroundings, in the midst of orchards and vineyards in full view of Martinez 

and Benicia... 

	
www.nps.gov/jomu/learn/.../Dr-John-Strentzel.doc 
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