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Modest Marjanski (Marianski / Maryanski)
(1854 — 1914)
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Name Modest Maryanski

Birth Date 15 Jun 1854

Birth Trzemeszno, Powiat gnieznienski, Wielkopolskie, Poland
Place

Death 16 Nov 1914

Date

Cemetery  Cmentarz Parafialny w Gnieznie - Swietego Krzyza

Burial or Gniezno, Powiat gnieznienski, Wielkopolskie, Poland
Cremation

Place

Has Bio? Y

URL https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/266947898/modest-
marya%CS5%84ski

Name M Marjanski

Gender Male

Age 42

Birth Date abt 1855
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Departure Port Bremen

Arrival Date 6 Mar 1897
Arrival Port New York, New York, USA
Ship Name Aller
Name M. Marjanski
Sex Male
Age 42
Residence Place Southampton
Marital Status Single
Nationality Australia, Australian
Event Type Immigration
Event Date 6 March 1897
Event Place Ellis Island, New York City, New York,

United States

Page Number 295
Series Number M237
Affiliate Film Number M237-0671

Affiliate Publication Title

Departure Port

Ship Name

https://flps.newberry.org/id/5423968_5_0304

Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at
New York, New York, 1820-1897

Bremen

Aller
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Publications:
https://polona.pl/objects?searchCategory=objectSets&page=0&size=24&sort=RE
LEVANCE&copyright=false&searchLike=Modest%20Marya%C5%84ski&creatorF
orSearch=Marya%C5%84ski,%20Modest%20(1854-1914)

https://polona.pl/preview/1e5ec2f3-4538-4e6e-b2a4-6e763b387489

Modest Maryanski.

Mining engineer, traveler, gold explorer, and publicist.
Born on June 15, 1854, in Trzemeszno, he was the youngest of eleven children
of Sylwester and Joanna Marcinkowska.

Catholic parish Gniewkowo [Argenau]
entry 11/ 1825

® Silvester Maryanski (24 years old) I 100%
# Joanna Marcinkowska (17 years old) IS 100%

He graduated from high school in Trzemeszno and studied at the Berlin Mining
Academy. After passing the mining clerk's exam, he held management positions
in several mines in Upper Silesia. He later worked for seven years in Truskawiec.
In early 1887, he emigrated with his family, intending to settle in Australia. At the
urging of a friend, he stopped in San Francisco. The early days of emigration
were so difficult that he considered suicide. He worked as a construction worker
and in a steam boiler factory, and then as a miner in the states of California,
Arizona, Utah, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington, as well as in central
Mexico, Canada, and British Columbia, reaching Alaska. He also became familiar
with the provinces of Ontario (the silver mines in Cobalt) and Quebec. He
eventually obtained a position as an engineer and surveyor at the Cripple Creek
gold mines in Colorado. On June 19, 1893, he formed a joint-stock company in
Chicago with nine Poles, with a share capital of half a million dollars. An old gold
mine was purchased at Quartz Hill, near Shasta, California, which Maryanski
opened under the name "Consolidated Kosciusko Mine."

In 1895, he traveled to Europe, visiting countries including Spain, Italy, Sweden,
and Norway, where he conducted geological observations. At the end of that
year, he traveled to Czestochowa and Poznan, giving lectures on his experiences
and travels. In early 1896, he left Poland for London and, via America, from the
port of Vancouver, reached Australia on June 23. Along the way, he visited the
islands of Hawaii, the Marquesas, Pitcairn, Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, and Norfolk. He

sailed from Sydney, via Melbourne and Adelaide, to the port of Fremaatle,
https://flps.newberry.org/id/5423968_5_0304
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Western Australia, where he landed on August 14th. He explored the gold mines
at Murchison, Coolgardie, and Kalgoorlie. In the latter, on November 13th, 1896,
he encountered rich traces of gold tellurides (AuTe2) among the tailings of the
Great Boulder Main Reef mine. Although Maryanski was not the discoverer, the
samples he found were exceptionally rich. Maryanski, who was familiar with the
telluride ores from Colorado, classified their various varieties (silvernite,
coloradoite, and pitsite) and noted the extensiveness of the deposits. His
enthusiastic interview, published on December 9th in the newspaper "The West
Australian," brought him great publicity, significantly revived interest in telluride
ore, and prompted an influx of capital to Western Australia. He also correctly
predicted the long-term production of gold deposits in the Kalgoorlie district.
After his trip to Europe, Maryanski returned to work in Kalgoorlie in May 1897,
where he discovered a rare mercury ore, or gold amalgam (Au2Hg2). Between
July and September, he traveled north, exploring remote mines in Margaret,
Erlistoun, and Menzies. On October 12, 1897, he appeared in Kalgoorlie before
the Royal Commission on Mining as an expert, and although he was associated
with the world of high finance, he advocated for improved living conditions for
miners and legislative changes to their advantage. In early 1898, he purchased
200 acres of land on the Hay River in the Albany district, intending to establish
orchards. In July 1899, he explored the Donnybrook area, where he purchased
21 mining plots and established the "Maryanski Syndicate" gold mine. After
settling a dozen or so European emigrants, including Poles, on his agricultural
estate, he traveled to Europe in late 1899 to interest capitalists in investing in
Donnybrook. On July 27, 1900, he established the Donnybrook Goldfields Ltd.
company in London with a share capital of £350,000. The company's principal
patron was H. Nussbaum from Frankfurt am Main. This company acquired all of
Maryanski's plots. Maryanski returned to Australia for the third time on November
30, 1900, and for several months supervised the work at Donnybrook. He sailed
for Marseille on May 22, 1901. At the shareholders' meeting of Donnybrook
Goldfields Ltd. in London on December 20, 1901, he gave an overly optimistic
report; the mine closed several months later due to low profitability. He also lost
his property on the Hay River after failing to repay a bank loan.

In mid-1903, he returned to the disused Kosciuszko mine in California and
mined it intensively for three years. The results were modest, and it was leased
out, but it remained active until 1920. Maryanski moved to the eastern part of the
United States and in 1906 began publishing the weekly "Praca Polska," which
was published in Schenectady, New York, until 1910. From 1891, Maryanski was
a corresponding and later full member of the Poznan Society of Friends of
Science. He constantly enriched the Society's collections with numerous gifts in
the fields of geology, botany, zoology, and anthropology, collected in America and
Australia. He also wrote numerous articles for the Polish press in Poznan,
Lviv, and Krakéw, for example, "The Truskawiec Mines" (Gazeta Lwowska, 1882,
no. 166) and "The Polish Colonization Project in Western Australia" (Gazeta
Handlowo-Geograficzna, 1897). He published two pamphlets: "From the
Borderlands of North America" (Lwow 1891), in which he described the

inhabitants, fauna, and flora of the then little-known Okanogan County in
https://flps.newberry.org/id/5423968_5_0304
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Washington State, and "On Emigration — and Especially on Polish Emigration to
the United States of America" (Chicago 1893). He also compiled a unique Polish-
English guide and Polish-English dictionary for Polish emigrants and
newcomers to the United States of America and Canada (Chicago 1905).

Toward the end of his life, he fell into apathy, dying on September 16, 1914, in
the home of the Make family in Gniezno. He was married to Jadwiga Wistocka
(?), with whom he had children who settled in the United States.

Maryanski appears in the novel "The Roaring Nineties" (London 1946) by the
renowned Australian writer K. S. Prichard, translated into Polish as "Burzliwe
lata" (Stormy years) (Warsaw 1951).

"On Emigration, and in particular on Polish emigration to the United States of
North America" is a work by Modest Maryanski, published in Chicago in 1893.
This work analyzes the mass migration of Poles from the partitioned territories to
the United States, contributing to the debate about the conditions and prospects
of the Polish community in the USA at the end of the 19th century.

Author: Modest Maryanski (1854—1914) — mining engineer, traveler, and Polish
community activist.

Context: The publication was created during a period of increased economic
emigration from Polish territories to America.

Subject matter: It covers the reasons for emigration, the situation of Poles in the
USA, and the specifics of Polish community life.

Significance: It is a historical source concerning migration and the life of the
Polish community in Chicago.

After his stay in America, Modest Maryanski conducted research and actively
published on the topic of emigration.
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Polish Gold Mine in California

Dziennik Chicagoski, Aug. 19, 1893
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Codes: II.A.2 IV Groups:

Two weeks ago, the Original Quartz Hill Gold Mining
Company, a Polish corporation, delegated A. J. Kowalski, J. F.
Smulski, and Dr. C. Midowicz to investigate the gold mine
discovered by Mr. Modest Maryanski, a Polish engineer. This
committee was authorized to hire a competent metallurgist
for a thorough examination of the mine's possibilities. The
task was entrusted to the mining engineer C. A. Luckhardt,
who has had forty years experience in the California hills. His
opinion is definitely authoritative. Mr. Luckhardt's report was
completed Friday afternoon. The committee submitted its
findings in the following telegram:

"San Francisco, August 18.

"Engineer Luckhardt's report confirms in full the report
made by Mr. Modest Maryanski. Analyses were very carefully
made. It is a wonderful investment. 2Water is easily available
for mining purposes. Exploitation cost will be small since the
gold-bearing ore protrudes high above the ground. Collect
necessary funds to meet first payment. Kowalski and
Midowicz are returning to Chicago.

Smulski, Kowalski, and Midowicz."

Upon receipt of this important telegram, a director's meeting
of the Corporation was called and the price of stock raised
from twenty-five to forty dollars per share. This price will
rise soon to its par value of one hundred dollars. Everyone

https://flps.newberry.org/id/5423968_5_0304 6/
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Digital Collections

Thus, the Polish gold mine grows daily in importance. It is not a
daydream nor a fantastic enterprise, but a solid and indubitable fact.
In 3support of Mr. Maryanski's opinion that the original capital will be
returned as profit within a year's time, is the testimony of three of
our well-known citizens, as eyewitnesses. Finally, we have the opinion
of an expert, whose word is not to be doubted.

In the face of this information, the Polish gold mine can be regarded
as an established fact. To those who invest in it, the enterprise will
undoubtedly be a veritable golden apple.

Poles--we are certain--will take advantage of this wonderful

chance to improve their material condition and to help establish a
purely Polish enterprise. Investors ought to hurry in their own
interests, for the time is short. The enterprise promises to be a very
profitable one; let the profit be enjoyed by Polish people.

Further details may be found in an advertisement in this paper.

Digital Collections
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1894 Midwinter Fair, San Francisco
https://www.PolishClubSF.org/1894MidwinterFair.pdf

SEE NEXT PAGE
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Lwow, Niedziela dnia 25. Lutego 1894.

Rok XIl..

D
We Lwewlet:. ;'

TR

Ka prowinejiz
Miesigeznie 1 =l 60 et
Kwartalnie 4 , 80 ,
Pélrocznie 9 , 60 ,

Za granlest
Missigesnie 2 sl — et
Wumer pojedynozy 5 ot

H Ty it )

it e « eeptinte gip2

Wychodzi codziennie, mie wylaczajge niedziel i $wigt, o godz. 8 ramo.

szenia. J

: petitowy albo jego miej-
Z sce 6 ct. ;
¥ Nadeslane: za

g den wisrsz petitowy

% Jego miejsce 30 ct.
Donfesienia o ilu-|
> bach, zargczynach i inne

- Ogloszenia.
Zwyosajne oglos
: za jeden wierss

prywatne komunikaty po
kronice za jeden wiersz
50 et

Ryekopisméw nis
Twraca sig.

Wiaicicicle: Rewakowicz Henryk i Spétka.

Bymako-katolickis: Grocko-katolickle:
Daif: Anastazji. N. 8 o S, oblud.
Jutro: Wiktors. Kiryla.

ofutrze: Aleksandra. Onysyma,

Liga polska w Ameryce.
Dsiennik Chicagowski og: tepujacy
odezwg do rodakéw w Stanach Zjedn. péln. Ame-
ki:

~Emigracja polska w Btanach zjedo. péin.
Ameryki, jakkolwiek mloda, jui wzglednie powa-
fne zajmuje stanowisko. Liczebnie jestedmy jui
sily, juz prawie spoleczefistwem. Joko spoleczefi-
stwo, powiniémy by ganizowani. Jest nas, Po-
lakéw, w Ameryce od piltora do dwich miljo-
now. Mamy 170 do 180 polskich parafij i okolo
100 szkét parafjaloyob; 20 z gdrg gazet tej lub
innej wartodei; tu i owdzie polskie instytucje o-

REDAKTIA, ADMINISTRACIA | EXSPEDYCIA
przy ulicy Chorgiczyzny L 5.— Nr. Telefonu 114, | ki, ptaetwo woldne | blotno w ogbinokel,

EALENDARZ MYSLIWSKL Wolno polowsé na koaly | Wschéd stosica o 6 g. 58 m.

nich, Owszem obowinzuje sip pomagaé do unec:;-
stnienia uczeiwych zadaf kaidej. Chee zjednoczyé
wszystkich wezlami narodowej i spoleczrej je-
dnodci.

(rogaca), Uy, cletraewie, glusico, drople, pardwy, st § 700454 sposica o § g. 31 m.

Barometer 762, Pogoda.

poprowadzié to dzielo. Obecne nasze propozycje

majs charakter czysto przygotowawezy. Zadae uprze-
dzenia wynikngé stad nie powinny. Co ogél posta-
nowi, to bedzie. A zatem bracia do dziela! % bra-
taiem drowieni E. J. Jer ki, New-

Ateby cele powyisze osiagnaé, Liga ferza:
a) Zwol{gaé w pewnych oznaczonych odstgpach
czasu , Wiece* polskie, g dzi¢ majgce rep
tacjg calej amerykariskiej Polonji dla narad nad
eprawami Ligi i nad tem, co nas wsszystkich boli.
b) Powolaé do najskromniejszej chocby, ale ogélnej
ofinrnoéei na rzeez dobra pudliemegn wezystkich
bez wyjatku Polakw w Ameryce (projektowanym
jest np. podatek miesigezny po 1 c. od osoby). <)
Wytworzy¢é pewne stale organy (np. komitet wyko-
pawezy i wydzialy), majgce sie zaimowaé od wiecu

r

York, Ks. Gulski, ks. Gérski, Bol. Straszyiski,
Michal Kruszka, Konst. Mallek, Ign. Czerwini-
ski, Millwaukee, ks. Urban Stanowski, St. Luis,
dest| Marjasiski,) dr. Pawlicki, 8an Francisko
al,, ks. M. Mozejewskr, Manitowoe, Wis., W, V.
Priybyszewski, Bay City, Mich., ks. W. Barzysi-
ski, ks. A. Nowicki, Piotr Kiolbassa, M. A. La
Buy, W. Bardoiski, W, Smulski, Fr. Smie-
tanka, dr. K. Midowicz, Zbigniew Brodowski,
Jan F. Smudski. W. Jedrzeiek. J. Navieralski.

San Francisco, 1894

MODEST MARYANSKI,

Mining Engineer and Assayer,

417 LARKIN ST, S. F.

A graduate of the Royal Berlin Arademy of Mines;
ex-Assistant Superintendent of German Governm:nt
Mines. Experience on Pacific Coast. References—Thos.
Betl, Thos. Price and R Hockhofler. Any one desiring
the services of a Mining Engineer, Metallurgist or As-
sayer will please address as avove. A permanent posl-
tion des red,
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PASSPORT FOR NATURALIZED CITIZEN. Form Ne 333, Printed and for sale by the Chicago Legal News Co.

———i—————-—<__—_—

(Edition of July. 1888.) (FORM FOR NATURALIZED CITIZEN.)

IVﬂ.,_..m.‘ I()d _.. Issued.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

State of- -

COUNTY OF.... TRH T k. g .
b - - 7£ ¢ .4 NATURALIZED AND LOYAL CITIZEN

OF THE UNITED STATES, do hereby aziy to the Department of State: at Washington for a
passport fer-myseli-and wife and-my-mi hidrerrasfottows :
born at , on the day of, 18........, and

—_—

yupport of the above applieayion, I do ‘solemz swear that [ was born at
4 i 2 n or about th

in.} ayo

i 184./6 that igrated to the Urfited States, sailing on bpard
.» from #2824, on or about the S day

, 18 ; AR YERLS, uninterruptedly, in the United States,

J oL

LEL, j Cntlstarn thgt I was ngturalized -—
citizen, of ghe United Sthtes bgfg}w_ 4 A1t % Z I

Vzm/ R nnemed. K on the_....g77~ 2 2

shown by the accompanying Certificate of Naturalization; that I

described in said G tiﬁ?; that [ am domiciled in the Unite;

dence ‘being at., Lta. [ernieeded. ., ipthe Statg of, SR @7 et Bl
where 1 follow the occupation of../Z &1 Al

temporarily ; and that I intend to re
with the purpose of residing and performing the duties_of citizenship

therein,
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.
Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and alle-
g . g . 0 0
giance to the same ; and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion: S0 HELP ME G

Sworn to
DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT,

Mouth,...2#%

....... inches, Eng,
Forehead,.
Eyes,

T 2 2 2 O A———

I hereby certify that I know the abd¥e-n
personally, and know him to be the identical person re
tificate of Naturalization, and that the facts stated in his affidavit are true to the best of my
knowledge and belief,
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San Francisco, 1896
N UD.. I TTH'E MISKION

Maryansii Modest, mining engineer, 335 Pine

b W SR . P L s VA U e

(Forxt No. 177—CONSULAR.) Fee for Passport,

Fee for admi ering oath

NATURALIZED.  ulll™ T°077
; 4

Nod Issued, IaéI 105

1 —lﬂle:pé -ﬁa;:;,&um.ﬂi . a $turatized an citizen ..,-?,:.Z;m;

States, hereby apply to the Amerydin m a/ N

for a passport for myself, accompanied by my wik: éw M. . <and_minae
o  bomm-at

onthe  dwrot g ;e

—— proeca f

I sqffmnlv swear tflat I was born at .)Waa:,,_ ,:64"‘( *
the__ 18" dny of HLL® 1S fothat T emigraged to the United States, sailing

on boan! ¢ A .F&a,n . from Kdﬁn‘eh , on or

about the Ay of s | O vecars, uninter-

Fupesdly: B/t Lraied States, Gom 1987 4 9o’ .)‘Au~ Fkasciac, z,/,zéaQ
that T was ngturaliged as a citizen of the Uhiged Stateg bdiore 1he  Sggf el 4

, &A . a Jag Frascteco hnie 2

s J,Z n by the ving Certifigate of ]

at I agfZhe beager of Passp, f No33658 issuea vy Saks z o
on the f day of

¢ y 4_7 17, 7 which is returned herewith; that
I am the identical person referred 14 in said certificate and fassppgt: that I am domiciled in the
United Vuu my permanent residence therein be (ijC . i the State
of Alggto . where T folloyy the i ¢ 57 LR e 1
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is registered as an American citizen in this consulate. IHe was born _June 15, 1854
(Daeolbinh)
ac.. Tremessen,

0 g o L e y and s a citizen of the United States by Hagh

&= naturalization). He left his residence in the United States on June 1907
(Date

__, where he

He is married

to._Helen, Marysneki . , who was born in __Grétz, Germa

Namie of wife.) (Place of birth of wife.)

(Place of

He has the following children:

...... B PRI /1 5. R S R e e e

(Name of child.) (Place of birth.)
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(Date of Birth.) (Place of residence.)
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(Name of cf (Placc f birth.)

(ot B e ST R MO Ak ) o M SR and residing at ... _____ b ot e A Y £
Date of hirth.) (Place of residence,)
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(Name of child.) (Place of birth,)

The person to be informed in case of death or accident is .K,E,I',Ql,,S,',,ﬂémﬂn_s.k.iﬁé%%tr%%g;:p
His citizenship of the United States is established by __expired Passport No. 13007 .

{Nature of proof of citizenship produced.)

issued August 17, 1909, by the Pepartment.oft. State,and Certif. ef Nat-

This certificate is not a passport and its validity expires on October 18,1912,

(Date of expiration,)
The following is the signature of W./k

[r. s.]
my seal of ofiice. ’/’/.17//
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"""" American Consul =General .
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MODEST MARYANSKI - VISIONARY OF "NEW POLAND"

Engineer Modest Maryanski - during his turbulent life he was, among others: a mining engineer, a traveler, a factory worker, a gold
prospector, a mine owner and a newspaper publisher.

DIFFICULT BEGINNINGS

He was born on June 15, 1854, in Trzemeszno. He was the youngest child of Sylwester
and Joanna, née Marcinkowska. He had ten siblings. He graduated from the Trzemeszno
high school and later studied at the Mining Academy in Berlin.

After earning the title of mining clerk, he held management positions in several coal
mines in Upper Silesia. He later worked for seven years in Truskawiec, near Lviv, in
what is now Ukraine. In early 1887, he emigrated with his family. He wanted to settle
in Australia, but instead went to North America. Initially, he worked as a
construction worker and in a steam boiler factory in San Francisco. Later, he
became a miner, working in mines in California, Arizona, Idaho, Oregon,
Washington, and Utah, as well as in central Mexico, Canada, British Columbia, and
Alaska. During the first phase of his life in North America, he found life in exile very
difficult and reportedly even contemplated suicide.

DEFENDER OF FAITH AND WORKERS

His situation improved significantly when he was appointed engineer and surveyor
at the Cripple Creek gold mines in Colorado. On June 19, 1893, he and nine Poles
founded a joint-stock company in Chicago. The company acquired the old gold
mine at Quartz Hill on the Sacramento River. This site is now within the city
limits of Redding, Shasta County, California. Gold mining resumed there, naming the
mine the Consolidated Kosciusko Mine. Despite his many responsibilities, he was also
committed to improving miners' working conditions and defending the Catholic faith
and the unity of the Catholic Church.

The Goniec Wielkopolski newspaper of December 21, 1895, reported: "Disagreements

between Catholic priests in Chicago and neighboring states have not yet been
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resolved; indeed, the Irish archbishop, under whose jurisdiction all Catholic priests

there, including those in Poland, remain, had to separate the good sheep from the
bad and excommunicate several Polish priests for refusing to submit to his authority,
but instead establishing a separate Church—but the wrongs have not yet been
corrected—because, along with these apostates from Catholic unity, other bishops
here and there are forced to curse these disrupters of ecclesiastical order. They are
organizing rallies in parishes and forming orthodox groups; at one such meeting in
Chicago, where the gathered parishioners protested against the schism, a Greater
Poland native from Trzemeszno, Modest Maryasski, an engineer, spoke, encouraging
the assembled Poles to persevere on their current path."

EMIGRATION SUPPORTER

In 1895, Modest Maryansski traveled throughout Europe, simultaneously conducting
geological observations in Spain, Italy, Norway, and Sweden. He also delivered lectures
about his travels in Poznas and Czestochowa, which were reported in the press at
the time.

Mr. Modest Maryasski from California, a native of Trzemeszno, where the ashes of St.
Adalbert first rested. A native of Greater Poland who lived in exile for eight years, spoke
yesterday in the Dziawynski Palace about Polish emigration in America. He spoke
with such beauty and warmth as only a citizen of a free state can speak, for whom
freedom of spirit and thought is the highest good. The purpose of Mr. Modest
Maryasski's lecture was to demonstrate how emigrants overseas need the
protection of their home country, just as this "fourth district" needs a courageous
leader to spiritually guide the two million Poles settled in America. Mr. Maryasski is a
supporter of emigration and recognizes its raison d'étre, as statistically it has been
found that 60,000 people emigrate from Poland annually, who would otherwise
die of hunger and poverty at home. these people lost to us find work and support
overseas and do not need to die - reported Goniec Wielkopolski on January 29, 1896.
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ONTHE BORDERLANDS OF AMERICA

He described his experiences and observations of the inhabitants and nature of the
northwestern United States, near the Canadian border, in his book "From the
Borderlands of North America." In this book, he also draws on his homeland in his
descriptions of butterflies seen on the American continent. Among the butterflies, 1
saw two beautiful varieties of swallowtail moths. I also found the same caterpillars
that, as a seven-year-old boy, I collected in the cemetery and sandy fields surrounding
Trzemeszno, my family's nest in Greater Poland; there, on a carob tree and a sword,
and here, on other plants that I can't botanically identify, I saw caterpillars of
swallowtail moths and milkweed moths," Modest Maryasski described in his book.

COUNTRYMEN LIKE SLAVES

In this book, Modest Maryanski described in a colorful way the different
nationalities of the mine workers he met, noting that he did not encounter any
Poles in this region of the United States.

"Mexicans are passionately fond of gambling, gambling, and cigars, but they are sober
and silent. No one can match them in underground work searching for precious ore; for
simple mining work, meaning hammer-drill work and the pickaxe, it's hard to find
better men than miners of Irish or Cornish descent. Italians, as soon as circumstances
permit, go into trade, or become sailors or fishermen. In their hands, and in the hands
of the Dalmatians, today rests the trade in fish, poultry, game, vegetables, and
fruit along the entire Pacific coast. The Germans are united by the ties of the
"Vaterland" and a love of beer and music; the pub, butcher's shop, and spice shop—
these are professions they later devote themselves to with passion and almost
exclusively monopolize." The French are active and restless, eager to wander from
one mining camp to another, dreaming of beautiful France, which they would like
to see at least once in their lives and to which they always long to return. They are
the best companions, excellent with a pickaxe and shovel, excellent cooks, and always
cheerful, always with a free song and a joke on their lips. The wine and spirits trade,
restaurants, and the art of cooking—these are their later crafts. "And you didn't
meet our people there in your travels?" you might ask, Dear Reader. No, nowhere;
I met Serbs, Dalmatians, Montenegrins, Muscovites, even Polish Jews
among those throngs of people chasing golden sand, or searching for
veins of quartz, gold, or silver, but I didn't meet ours anywhere. "If you
want to find them, go to Pennsylvania, that land of oil and coal, and in the narrow, black
abysses you'll find Polish miners alongside Slovaks, treated like slaves and wage slaves.
You'll find hundreds and thousands of them there. But don't look for them here
in these beautiful lands of the American West, because you'll hardly find
them, just as you won't find Polish settlements," wrote a traveler from
Trzemeszno in his book From the Borderlands of North America.

CHANGING THE CONTINENT

After a long stay in the United States, Modest Maryasski left for Australia in 1896,
visiting the islands of Hawaii, the Marquesas, Pitcairn, Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, and Norfolk
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Island. On July 14, 1896, he reached Fremantale in Western Australia. In Kalgoorlie,

he found traces of gold at the Great Boulder Main Reef mine. In an interview with The
West Australian, he spoke enthusiastically about the gold reserves that could be mined
in Western Australia. After this interview, Modest Maryanski became a well-known
figure in Australia. His statements also prompted an influx of investors to the western
part of the country.

In 1897, he discovered rare mercury ore and gold amalgam in Kalgoorie. In northern
Australia, he explored mines at Margaret, Erlistoun, and Menzies. He also became
famous for advocating for improved miners' conditions at the Royal Commission on
Mining.

AUSTRALIAN INVESTMENTS

In 1898 and 1899, he invested in southwestern Australia. He first purchased land in
the Albany district, where he planned to establish orchards. Near Donnybrook, he
acquired 21 plots and established the Maryanski Syndicate gold mine there. He soon
traveled to Europe to seek investors for gold prospecting in southwestern Australia.
As a result, on July 27, 1900, he established Donnybrook Goldfields Ltd. in London
with capital of

£350,000. This company acquired the Maryanski plots near Donnybrook and invested
in further gold exploration. However, these mines closed in 1903 due to low
profitability. Modest Maryanski defaulted on a bank loan and, as a result, also lost his
lands near Albany.

BACKTO AMERICA

For this reason, in mid-1903, he returned to the United States and resumed mining,
albeit with limited success, the Consolidated Kosciusko Mine in California. After
three years, he leased the mine and moved to the eastern United States. He lived in,
among other places, Chicago. He was co-owner of the Catholic Gazette and the W.
Smulski Publishing Company. In 1906, in New York State, he founded the weekly
Praca Polska, which appeared for several years.

Modest Maryarnski was valued for his scientific and publishing work. For many years,
he was a member of the Poznan Society of Sciences. He donated numerous gifts to
the society in the fields of geology, botany, zoology, and anthropology, which he
collected in North America and Australia.

HANDBOOK FOR EMIGRANT GUIDE

He also contributed articles to the Polish press. He published two books: From
the Borderlands of North America and On Emigration — and Especially on Polish
Emigration to the United States of America. In 1905, in Chicago, he published the Polish-
English Guide and Polish-English Dictionary for Polish emigrants to the USA and
Canada. He included practical tips and advice on life in the United States
and Canada, emphasizing the importance of education, writing: "Take
advantage of every opportunity to educate yourself and learn. If you don't have
time during the day, take advantage of evening schools. Science and education based

on faith are, next to health, the most precious gift from heaven, the most powerful
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lever in life, a treasure that neither moth nor thief can destroy. Education leads only

to individual and personal independence, to true dignity, and to collective
and political freedom." By all means, if you have the means, strive to give your
children not only elementary education, but also higher education, so that in your
offspring you may rise from workers to leaders and guides of our nation.

Miat te: i inne rady dla swoich rodakdow przybywajacych do Ameryki Pémocnej. -
Najlepiej uczynicie powstrzymujac sie od trunkéw zupernie. Pijanstwo pozbawia wolnej
woli i godnosci cziowieka, zatruwa krew, podkopuje i rujnuje zdrowie, wczesnie
prowadzac do grobu. Pijasstwo to morderca okropny, ktéry pozbawia ofiary swoje
rownoczesnie zdrowia, rozumu, dobrego imienia i majatku, a co najgorsza, :e prowadzi
Z Cat PewnosCia do potepienia wiecznego.
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W ,,Goscu Wielkopolskim” opublikowa: tekst pod tytuiem ,,Projekt kolonizacji polskiej w
Australii Zachodniej”. Zachecar w nim do masowej emigracji Polakdow, zwiaszcza
rolnikdw, z terenu zaboru pruskiego i austriackiego. Koncepcja ta spotkaia sie z
chiodnym przyjeciem ze strony elit. Wszystko przez to, :e w tym czasie upatrywano
szans na budowe silnej kolonii w brazylijskiej Paranie. Projekt Maryasskiego poddano
druzgoczacej krytyce. Redaktorzy ,Gazety Handlowo-Geograficznej” pisali: "(...)
Zachodnia Australia w znacznej swej czesci jest pustynia, ze koszta przewozu saznaczne,
i z& ani rzad Wielkiej Brytanii ani prowincjonalny rzad zachodnio-australski nie
popieraiby jakiejs masowej i systematycznej emigracji polskiej. Tworzenie nowych
ognisk emigracyjnych — wymagajace szalonych wysitkdw — a nie dajace z gory :adnej
gwarancji powodzenia — byioby tylko lekkomy:nym trwonieniem i marnowaniem sit
narodowych."

Krytyczne uwagi nie zrazity polskiego odkrywcy. Przekonany o swojej racji, przystapit do
dalszych dziatas. Jak pisze Mateusz Bedkowski w ksiazce

~Polscy poszukiwacze ziota”: W 1898 roku Maryasski, zapewne w zwiazku z wrasnym
projektem kolonizacyjnym, wydzierzawi: pod po:yczke bankowa wynoszaca 450 funtéw
200 akrow ziemi rolnej nad rzeka Hay w okregu Albany w Australii Zachodniej, gdzie
pod koniec nastepnego roku zatrudnir 16 imigrantéw, gidwnie polskich [...]. Nastepnie
na terenie Donnybrook Polak zato:y+ kopalnie 0 nazwie Maryanski Syndicate. Niezbedny
kapita: zdobyt w Londynie. Powstaia tam spdtka Donnybrook Goldfields Ltd., ktérej
przekazar swoje udziaty w przedsiewzieciu. W zamian zosta: ggdwnym inzynierem
projektu. W okresie od 1898 do 1900 roku nadzorowa: eksploatacje zi0za. Po:zniej wybrat
sie do Europy. Zamierza: wrécic¢ jeszcze do Australii, ale staio sie inaczej. Do «mierci w
1914 roku przebywat: ju: poza sw0ja Wymarzona "nOwa 0jczyzna"'. Kopalnia Maryanski
Syndicate z uwagi na trudnosci finansowe zostaia zamknieta w sierpniu 1903 roku, a
catose wydobycia oszacowano na 24 kilogramy ziota. Koncepcje budowy Nowej Polski
w Australii Zachodniej legiy w gruzach rownie szybko. Polacy, ktérzy uwierzyli
Maryasskiemu i dotarli na Antypody. nie mieli bowiem wystarczajsco kapitawu i
wsparcia, aby zbudowac¢trwaie podstawy dla polskiej kolonii. W niesprzyjajacej sytuacji
geopolitycznej, gdy Wielka Brytania :yczliwie spogladata na Rosje, trudno te: by:io
oczekiwag, :e wradze w Londynie zaakceptuja koncepcje polskiego osadnictwa. I tak dla
Polakéw Australia pozostaia odlegi ziemia, na ktdérej stope postawili tylko nieliczni
rodacy...

POWROT DO POLSKI

Niewiele wiadomo o :yciu prywatnym Modesta Maryasskiego. By: :0naty
prawdopodobnie z Jadwiga Wisiocka. Miat z nia dzieci, ktore osiadiy w USA. Nie wiadomo
tak:e, kiedy dokiadnie wrdcitdo Polski. W ostatnich latach :ycia mieszkatw domu sidstr
Make w Gnieznie przy ul. Tumskiej, gdzie zmariw ubdstwie i zapomnieniu 16 listopada
1914 r.

Wykorzystano materiaty: Patuki i Ziemia Mogilenska nr 1193
Mateusz Bedkowski, Polscy poszukiwacze ztota, Wydawnictwo Poznanskie 2019.
Wactaw Stabczynski, Polscy podréznicy i odkrywcy, PWN 1988.
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MODEST MARYANSKI W DZIALE HISTORIA-KULTURA PAI (HTTPS:/PAI.MEDIA.PL/HISTORIA_KULTURA_ARTYKULY.PHP?ID=36)
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