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Tihe New Chureh of the Nativit
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A Handsome New C

on Fell Street,
and Gough, in
|

HE Austrian Slavonians residing
in San Francisco form an import-

‘T
ant element of the Catholic popu-
lation of this city, but until recently
they have been much scattered so far
as means of wcorship are concerned.
For several vears, however, they have
sought to group themseclves, and, with
the aid and encouragement of Arch-
bishop Riordan, they have, In a great
asure, succeeded’ For twelve months
the Slavic Catholics have had a pastor
In the person of Rev. Hinks Bontempo. ;
sS. J., who, by his energy during the
short period since his arrival from!
Austria, has been able to =0 bind to-
gether his compatriots and co-religion-
arles that hls grace has given hls ap-
prohation to ths erection of a church
building dedicated to the **Nativity of'
Our Lord.”

This edifice will be erected on a lot,
55 by 120 feet, on the north side of Fell
street, between Franklin and Gough.
and will be on designs by Shea & Shea
in the =tyle of the Itallan renaissance,
with which the Catholic Slavs are
familiar from their childhood. By the
utilization of a gallery in connectlion
with the organ loft the large seating
capacity of 700 persons has been ob-
tained by the architects. The Interim
will be in harmony with the exterior,
and Rey. Father Bontempo has already
secured some beautiful paintings from
Europe to he placed in the church, and
some of his friends in his native land
have proniired to send him costly and
hanésome wvestments when the edifice
shall be finished. The foundation will
be of concrete and the superstructure of
frame, the cost of the structure being
estimated at $15,000. The bullding will
contain a hall in the basement for the
accommodation of the children of the

Fell Streect.
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Between Franklin
the Near Future.

parish and for entertainmerts. Eventu-
ally it is expected to build a parochial

residence on the rear of the lot, facing

Lily avenue.

The comittee which has in charge the

raising of funds for the immediate erec-
tion of the Church of the “Nativity of
Our Lord” Is composed of Andrew
Glover, president; M. Perich, first vice-
president; A. Batchls, sfcond vice-
presldent; A. Scar, secretary: A. Sorich,
treasurer, and A. Conich, V. N. Baku-
lich. V. JMirks, M. V. Radovich anad J.
Turato.
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