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Some of those liberty-loving Russian
stalents who insisted on the right of peti-
tion are to be banished to Siberia for thoir
imorudence in thioking they had rights the
authorities should respect. In order that
forcizn nations micbt no longer call the
subjects of the Czar a barbarous people
capital ponishment was aholishad, hus in

its stead was substitutcd a system that to the
victims is more painful. With few excep-
tions banisament to Siberia is slow but
severtholess eertain death. btrangers are
informed that arbitrary transportations
ceased long ago. Tho Russians will, bow-
ever, admit the trath when they are aware
that tho truth is known. They will thon say
that nearly every perzon traasported to Si-
borin admits the justico of the punishment.
Thisis doubtlesa true, for tho only chanes of
obtnining a pardon, or of beinz allowed to
communicate with friends, lies in & written
coatession of guilt. Tue poor tellows who
reluso to kive this are never heard of afier-
ward. They do not even bnve the satisfac-
tion of informing the world that thes sufler
uvjustly.  Convie:s are sont to Biberia by
scatence of the Courts cr hv an Luperial
deeree. When it 13 tho latter the convict
is said to bo " awaiting the Czar's picas-
ure,” and no ome excopt the authoritics
over kaow of his fate, unlecs, ns 19 occa-
sionally the cate, somao tender-hearted
police officinl, takine pity on the berenved
wife, tetls her to h:ro in tho Czar’s clom-
oney ; in other words, tells her thot sheisa
widow. The couvicis, except where a suffi-
cioat bribe is offered, aro furwnrded in con-
vOy#, which start on their way soon after
thesnows have disappearod 1n the spring.
The whole journey is made on foo:, They
are cscorted by mounted Cossacke, all
armed with pistole, lances and lunz whips.
Bebind thetn jolt a fong string of tumbrils
withouat springs, in which are placed those
who becomo too lame or sick to walk. They
always sturt in the nightand pass through
towus only after dark. Euch coavict wears
a sheepskio boanet, knee boots and o gray
caflon, with a bruss numbered plate ins-
tened to the breast.  In addition he carrics
a rur, 4 mess-tio and a wooden spoon., The
women wear black cloaks with hoods, and
march in gangs by themsclves. ‘Khey have
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And two or three femalo warders, who ride
w carts, Waen tho convicts leavo large
cities liko St. Petershurg they are chained
with their hands bebind their backs. Ex-
cept in the case of those marked “dancer-
ous,” as s0on as they get outsido the eits
their totters are removed. Tho dangerous
oncs are compclled to wear four-pound leg
chains gll tho way, and thoso who nro des-
perate ars yoked by threcs to a beam of
wood that reets on their shoulders and is
sasiencd to their necks by iron collars, In
procession no distineiinn is mado belween
one class and another. Murderers, thieves,
doctors, mutinous soldiers and losal Poles,
aro all hurried along as_tast as thev can go.
At tho firet church outeide the ity theyaro
dsiven into tho buitdine and atteny masgs
tor the tast time, and hear a seruon, in
witich tho goodness of the Czar is always
extolled. on their chamns sro removed,
and they aro allowed to converss for the
rest of tho way, cxcept wheo bpassiug
throush towns. “They sometimes sing and
endeavortodrown their misers in vlaintive
criesabout tho bomes thes left bohind them.
Sympathy for them is goiversal. If only
rogues were thus punishod it would be
otherwise. Villages will brinc out their
last crust_to fecd ono of the * unfortu-
uates.” The Cossacks, oven, manilest o
rough gort of symypathy, and allow them to
toko whatevor the villagers, basing heand
that they would pass that way, may have
set by tae rond:ido for them. This usually
coneists of tureons of steaming techi, piles
of newly-baked Licad, and jugs of vodki.
Tho puards make uso of their whips only in
case ot 1nsuburdination. Frequently the
delirium of fever is wken for insubordina-
tiop, aud
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Aro brutally whipped, that otbers may
tuke warning. ‘Lna rations are bizcuit and
‘alt peel. They drink water whenever they
can find it: At times it is bardiy to be got,
and they suffer from chirst. They orwmp iy
vine torests, or just ontside of villuzez, and
bave nothing (o proteot them from the
weather but tho clothes on their backs, and
numbers die on the roads. From St. Petors-
burg to the OQuruls is over o six weoks’
march, and many travel ecveral weeks
more. Boioro the fronticr is roached all
devire for convervation is gobe and a aot-
tied look of terror is on their laces. The
conviet never kuows wlat sort of li'o ho is
goine 1o lead uotil ho reaones Siberia.
There ara throo cloeses of colonists—tnose
who live at their own cxpense, and are per-
utitted fo have their families with them;
tbuse who are snpnoried by the Govern-
ment, but are allowed to cko out their
small pittance by zcting as servants to the
Tioter colonlats or working at trades:
and those who are employed in the mincs
or on tho public workd. It a convict har
suflicient money or influcnce he may be
able to buy a warrant swhich consigni biw
to tho lieater kinds ot labur above ground ;
if he does not succeed in gcltl%l’ this b
will Inevitably bo sent under the eroun:
and never ggain sce tho bluo sky until ho is
taken cut to diein 8 hoapital. Tho exiles
In the mincs never seo tho lizht of day.
Taey work and slocp tho year round under
tbe cartn, wining silver or quicksilver,
watcbed by task-masters wno are ordered
to shaw them no wmerey. Their beds are
recesses hewn out ot tho rocks, into waich
they crawl on bands and Kknces. The
sireets or lodes at tho bottom of the shaft
ato closed by iron gates. and tho convicts
are railed off 1rom cach other in gangs of
tweaty.
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Wuo, as they have sioce discovored, the
Russina Governinent uniisoly authorized
to visit ore of the mines, writes that ho
saw onc of tho convicts racked with the
jomnt poins whico quicksilver produces,
wen whose nails and eyebrows had dropped
off. and who wecro as gaunt as rkeletons,
kept at work at hard labor under tho lash.
Christmas sud Easier are their only boli-
days. All other daya, Sundays included,
they mast work until they are taken ont to
die. Five years usually finish a man,
thoush a few have been knowa to live ten.
No man woo has worked in the wmines i3
ever permitted to return bome, Very rare-
Iv, a3 a rerard for mentorious conduct, one
1 allowed to come up and work on the road
gangs, Women scrve as sitters, and aro
treated about as tho men are. It has been
s1id that Polish ladies havo been sent down
to rot and dio, whilo at the same time Rus-
écclnre«l that they were living
as freo colonisis, Many Indies connected
with tho reccot Nihilist movements are in
the mines in conscquence of a sentence to
hard labor—which menns death. Pardons
to convicts are seldow graoted, and cscape
is impoesble. Russia desires to be treo
frow tae adium ot boing considered a pa-
tion of bartarians, and yet in her treat-
went of thoso who aro best ablo and most
willing 10 hizt her out of such a condition—
the professors, tno journalists and literary
classes gcaernlly—she excecds the barba-
niem of slavery. .
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