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columms to the new genius who had
come into their midst, and during the
next three days over 2,000 cards were
left at the door of the artist. All
had capitulated—artists, students and
society. Modjeska's triumph was com-
plete

Modjeska accepted a life engagement
as leading woman at the Imperial the-
ater in Warsaw. By a clause, which
she insisted be inserted in her contract,
she was given the power of producing
each year six plays of her own choos-
ing. In this way she practically ob-
tained control of the theatrical art in
Poland. She introduced the classics of
the French and English stage. Shakes-

peare, even then, when she knew no
English at all, had become her great
ambition.

Her home became one of the centers
of artistic life in Poland. All the great
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artists who came to Warsaw were her
guests—Liszt, the Rubinsteins, the De

Reszkes, Sienkiewicz, and many others;
not only the artists who had *“arrived,”
! the voung and unknown, who got
from Mme. Modjeska and her husband

and encouragement in their

overwork and nervous
worry, madame became seriously {IL
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She seemed un-
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her great 1oyance.

ousy and envy to recover .her strength
and spirsits. She longed for rest. Like
poor imm igrants, worn by the drudg-

ery and oppression of their own coun-
try, the eyes of this great woman and
I husband turned to America. Other
rtists, to whom this life of oppression

and repression had become intoler-
abl®, joined with them. It was decided
to a small artistic ceolony in
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Vadis,” came first with an ex-efficer
of both the Prussian and Turkish arm-
ies named Sypnipovskl. These two
formed an advance guard. They trav-
eled over the United States and came
to California. Then' their letters an-
nounced that they had found the para-
dise of the earth. Modjeska, Count Bo-
zentl, and several other ‘artists who
were of their party prepared to fol-
low  them to the new world. They
sailed from Bremen to New. York. From
there, via the isthmus of Panama, they
came to San Francisco. After visiting
here some time in a Polish colony they
set out for their Utopia, which was a
ranch selected by the advance guard
and located in southern California near:
Anaheim. | : "I N e - -

All went merrily for a while. The
sun Shone, the birds sang, and there
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cellent cigarettes. But after a while
life began to pall. Washing linen In
the creek wasn't so very much fun,
after all. Perhaps if the maild serv-
ant, imported from Poland, had been
more capable, things would have been
easier. Madame tells that the first
morning, when her husband asked the
maid if the breakfast eggs were hard,
she said, “Of course they were—they
were hard when she put them in.” She
did not even know that the inside of an
egg is not always hard as the sheil.
Sienkiewicz became tired of the
primitive life. He could not under-

stand Americans, so he returned to
Poland.
The ranch, under artistic manage-

ment, produced nothing, and although
the sun still shone and the birds. still
sang, the excellent coffes and cigar-
ettes were getting low. Madame de-
cided to take action. Her plan was
nothing less than to learn English and
to appear on the American stage.

- To any ohe at all’ scquainted with
the Polish language the immensity of
her task at once presents itself. Fur-
thermore,  although her art was con-
tinentally known, her name was un-
known  to America.. Undaunted, and
with that keen determination which
was one of her most striking qualities,
she came to San Francisco. She ob-
tained apartments in a private house.

Downstairs 'she heard, several times, a-

woman speaking English in very clear
and musical tones. Madame was§at-

fts owner was a girl of about 18,
an almost daily visitor at the house;
so madame engaged the girl to teach
her English. She made a very fortunate
choice. This girl, Miss Johanna Tu-
cholsky, spoke a singularly clear and
pure English. She became very much
interested in her task and very much
in love with the "“foreign countess.”
Modjeska did not, at first, attempt to
learn English to understand it. Her
aim was to pronounce it. She took the
parts of the plays in which she wished
to appear and learned to pronounce,
word by word, . their English version.
She would work all day and, after her
young teacher left, fariinto the night,
alone. In three months she had accom-
plished her task.. Meanwhile she had
the ‘difficulty .of securing an engage-
ment.. Who was going to listen seri-
ously to,a woman who proposed to play
gréeat parts in a language In which she
could not. express herself in simple
conversation? Finally her young teach-

_er obtained a hearing for her from

Barton Hill. He was unwilling at first
even to consider’giving his time, ‘but
finally was persuaded. thinking it

would perhaps. be .interesting, If not-

amusing. He did not consider the try-
out worthy of a theater, so used a small
hall near his office.

" Tried Out in San Francisco

Modjeska / came : with ' the girl,
and ‘with no preliminary—she could
say so little in [E; h—they went to

was pleaty of excellent coffec and ex- trasted by her yoice She found that the farther end of the little hall.
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Barton Hill lounged drearily near the
door. Madame had chosen the last act
of “Adrienne.” Her teacher read all
the opposite .parts from  the book,
stumbling along toward the last be-
tween sobs that madame's art pro-
duged in her. Hill was crying, too.
When it was over he rushed forward to
greet the artist, and, on madame’'s ask-
ing if he thought she could have the
theater for a night, he Insisted on her
taking it for one or two weeks.

She began work at once. After the
first rehearsal John McCullough said
to her: “Madame, you are the great-
est artist I have ever seen.”

So Madame Modjeska obtained an en.-
gagement. Here it was that the name
“Modjeska” was coined. Madame's
name' in Polish, and the name under
which she was known in Europe was
Madame Modrzejewska. From that,
for American use, Barton Hill evolved
‘“Modjeska.”

After a wonderfully successful! debut
in San Francisco, an engagement which
lasted two weeks and was decisive in
madame’'s American career, a short
tour through Californla and Nevada
was decided upon In order that she
might perfect herseif in her roles in
the new language. When In Nevada
madame visited the famous Comstock
mine. She was the guest on this oc-
casion of Sam Davis. . When they were
in. the superintendent’'s office, before
atai-tlng down into tl.xe mine, a very
handsome man came In, dressed ele-
gantly 'but. in a picturesque and orig-
inal miner's outfit. - He stood around as
though waiting for something, but
Davis made no effort to introduce him.
When they started down into the mine
he went with them and took charge of
the party, taking them to everything
of interest and explaining all with
great knowledge to Mme. Modjeska.
When they were again in the super-
lqtandént'l office. and were preparing to
leave madame slipped .a dollar to this
man whose courtesy had been =0
marked.vr He_ blushed, stammered, shet
one indignant giance  at Davis, bu
shbok rhis’ Head ' beéfore 'the money in
madame’'s palm. “It was James K. Fair,
the millionaire mine owner. When
Davis told the story afterward he said

it 'was the only dollar he  had ever

known Fair to refuse.

After  this madame . went to New

:x‘o:k. and there definitely established

herself as an American aétress. But
before this, soon after her first appear-
ance in San  Franclsco, she played
“Ophelia™ for John McCullough at his

benefit, where she gave the mad scene
in Polish. In 1388 she made a tour of
America with Edwin Booth in the never
to be forgotten “Booth-Modjeska™ come
bination. Before this, in 1380, she had
gone to London and won another trie
umph before another audience. She
became very much the rage In lLenden
and while before her debut she was so
foreign to the people that Punch, eom-
menting upon the billboards ane
nouncing simply ‘Modjeska,” wanted
to know if it was something good ta
eat. After her success there har name
became popular one for all manner
of goods desiring advertisement. Her
genius won recognition from Edward,
then the prince, and he occupied a
box at every first performance of a new
play.
The Los Angeles Home

But America is Modjeska's foster
country. Here in California she has
practically made her home since the
first venture of that Utopian colony. In
the hills in the south there is a beau-
tiful ranch, known as Arden, famous
for its roses, its trees, its fountains
and for the charming house, one of the
first of the bungalow style to be intro-
duced in America, and designed for hep
by the late Stanford White.
i1 within a year,
home. Now she has come nearer to cive
flization and has a beautiful
home out of Los Angeles,
entertains aimeost all
appear in the south.
spends much of
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that they had both disappeared. sShe
retraced her steps anxiously, but could
not find them 1 telephoned to the

police and a thorough sear was start-
ed. but nothing could be and of the
t®o children. ¥ had mysteriously
disappeared. Finally, several hours

later, when the mother with an officer
was going once more along the street
where she had missed
sitting on the steps of the great cathe-
dral hand in hand arnd gazing
with wide eyes into the
little missing Barrymores.

They had darted from her side inte
the church and, fascinated by the splen-
dor and the coloring within, had con-
tentedly remained there to play. Ths
mother, thinking this was, perhaps,
some little sign, had her children re-
ceived into the church, with Mme.
Modjeska and Count Chlapowski as
their godparents.

Two years ago Mme. Modjeska retired
from the stage. Each day she writes
all morning and often all @ay. In the
evening she believes in diversion—musie,
reading aloud, or cards. She is an ex-
pert bridge player, and aithough she
enjoys the game she seldom plays in
the afternoon. “The dapg™ s says,
“can offer more profitable empioyment,
but in the evening, when the day's work
is done, one needs some relaxation of
the sort.” Some one said that bridge
is not much of a relaxation as it =
played now, but it always is for ma-
dame, except when she played with
Paderewski. “He plays such an ex-
celient game, such a remarkable game,
that I become nervous When I play
opposite him, because I Xknow he sees
all my mistakes.”

And so the acclamatiuons of enthusias~
tic crowds, the clapping of hands and
waving of handkerchiefs, the Dbraves,
the encores, the calls and calls before
the curtain—all are over. In the lull
of erange groves, under the serene sky
of California, Mme: Modjeska quietly
and beautifully lives the days; slways
busy, always gay, always charming.
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