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Among First to Die on Both Sides—

Poles Were Valiant in Civil War

EDITOR'S NOTE: This story
of the patriotism of Pollsh im-
migrants In the United States at
the tima of recrultment for the
Clvil war was written b}l' Jerome
Razewskl, & member of the
Pallsh Welfare Counell of Sche.
nectady County and a member
of the countv'a Civil war cen-
tennlal commitlce. IL Is pub-
lished In conjunction with the
centennlal program, to be pre-
sented Aug. 10-11.)

By JEROME MAZEWSKI
The Polish Immigranis were so
deeply drawn Into the inner life
of the United States that they
could mot remain strangers In the
great crizis of the nation that
culminated In a clvil war,

I

AT THE TIME of the Civil
war, there were 20,000 Poles In
the U.8. and of this number 5.000
fought in the ranks of the Unlon
army, while 1.000 served with the
Conflederate troops.

By sheer coincidence, the Poles
were among the [lrat to die on
both sldes In battle. According to
officlal records, Thaddeus Straw-
inski, en 1B-year-old student, was
the first to die in the Confederate
attack on Fort Sumter off Charles-
ton, 8.C. And the first Unlon of-
ficer to be kllled was Captain
Constantine Blandowskl, who
helped save Missourl [or the
union.

There were many attempts to
organize Pollsh units durlng the
war. The Polish volunteers In the
“Pollsh Legion,” otherwlise known
as the 68th New York Volunteer
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form |i§tmat
as ril 18, . Thelr appeals,
“h*g,“. of other ethnle groups,/cate that & number of the units
harked back to thelr history. |Wholly or partly comprised of
* x * Poles belonged to the brigade
“RALLY AROUND our banner,fcommand of owakl.
under the wing of the Polish] Conslstently democratic, shar-
white eagle. The spirit of Pulaskijing danger, hunger and fatigue
and Koscluszko will sustain us,|with his men, he was beloved
distinguished officers will lead us,|by his leglonnalres
and the sentiment to serve the * % »
holy and just causo of liberty willl pHOSE REGIMENTS of thei
be our honorable recompense, north ‘which contained some
was the way one Polish recruit- percentage of Poles were: New
ment notlce was worded. and 5th cavalry;
When President Lincoln made|s3.q and 3uth Garibaldl Guards;
his appeal for voluntcers at the|gyee 45h, 40th, 54th, 68th, 70th,
outset of the war, Viadimic Krzy-|ga- 4 (mads famous by Private
e Otopin ik cousin to Fred-|phylip Szlachta for his Congres-
erick Chopin — was among the|yona) Medal of Honor bravery
m* to 1;2”} He . “cﬂ‘"" at Spottsylvania) and the 125th.
eron gmrﬂit o m::mcufmu Tliinols — 8th and 12th cavairy,
all the Poles of the union. and 82nd regiment; Ohlo — 6lst
* 3 %
KRZYZANOWSKI suceceeded In
organizing a militia company con- Dutch Prince Injured

christencd the " United - Statre, Boarding Motorboat

christened the United States
Rifies. The company was quickly| ppp yAGUE, July 31 (UPD
—Prince Bernhard, husband of

;:.'pum Into & regiment under
tuntul?ll‘::'u::: .mm"hm“':“'" Queen Jullana of the Netherlands,
He distinguished himself in Injured his back boarding A mo=
torboat on the Itallan coast where
the royal couple Is vacationing,

several battles, among them
Cross Keys and Bull Run, and the government announced to-

Lincoln later made him a briga-
dier geneoral.
Krzyzanowskl’s reputation as &

h‘A IMKHM:‘I‘I‘ l:ld the prince will
leader and fighter became better 1o the World Boy Scout Jambores
known after the battle of Chan-|in Greece.

cellorsville and Gettysburg and ——e—— e s

In minor engagements In Ten-| Cotton exports from the Sudan
nessec. The markers on the|are climbing far groater than
battlefields of Gettysburg Indl-|was expected.

Ommud' Tolish Regiment

Army Course

regiment; Indiana — 3rd cavalry
and ldth regiment; Massachus-
sotts — 20th regiment. Maine
3rd regiment; Pennsylvania
Tind and 119th regiments; New

Jersey 2nd and 6th regiments,
and Connecticut — 1l4th regl
ment.

Rug_(]i*t:v Man
Completes

AMSTERDAM — Army Sec-
ond Licutenant William J. Tracz,
son of Mr. and Mrs. John A.
Tracz, 360 Locust avenue, re-
cently completed an 11 week
engineer officer basic course at
the engincer center, Fort Bel-
volr, Va. ;

The 22-year-old lleutenant s a
1959 graduate of Wilbur H.
Lynch high school and a 1963
graduate of Syracuse University.
He is a member of Beta Theta
Pl fraternity.

Morattas Have Baby

GCALWAY — A daughter, Jo-
anne Lee, was born recently (o
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Moratta of
Arlington, Va. Mra. Moratta Is the

former Miss Bonnle Dovhan,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Dovhan, Galway.
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