
PARTITIONED POLAND 

Bv WILLIAM JosEPH SHOWALTER 

I TWAS four year before the United 
States was born into the family of 
nations that Poland saw the beuin­

ning of her end a a member of that 
family; and it was two years before 
Wa hington had compleled his great task 
of blazing the way for the young nation 
his sword had founded that Poland s 
name as an independent country was 
era ed perhap forever, from the list of 
sovereign tate of the earth. 

And yet the hundred and seventeen 
y ar that have sufficed to transform the 
United State from a little country on 
the middle ea tern seaboard of orth 
America into one of the wealthiest and 
mo t influ ntial nation of the world have 
not erved to quench the national spirt of 
the Polish people, nor to end their dream 
of a rehabilitated and reunited Polarid. 

encration of the sternest repression 
ever practiced upon any people have still 
left the Pole with his heart set on the one 
desire of his life-Poland re tared_ In 
p ite of the efforts of th ·ee of the world's 

most powerfnl governments to a similate 
them and to incorporate them into their 
own bodies politic, 20 million Poles ha e 
hoped and longed for and dreamed of the 
day when their country shall resurrect it­
self and mal ·e itself a vital force in the 
civilization of the future. 

Efforts at assimilation have been met 
by struggles against .it, and af er nearly a 
century and a quarter of trying to quench 
tbe fire of fervor for their belo d Po­
land from the hearts of the Pole they 
sti11 . toad at the beginning of the present 
war, with hearts aflame and oul afire, 
hoping in the face of despair, that some­
how somewhere, some time the ashes of 
captivity might be replaced with the gar­
lands of liberty. 

TIU:m FE:RVENT LOVE 

The fervent love of the Pole for all 
things Polish is borne witne s to by all 
who travel that way. He will tell you 
that their cooking is better than that of 
Pari ,: hat their scenery is more beauti­
ful than that of any other country; that 
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their Januuage i the mo t melodious that 
falls from human lips· that there is no 
dance in the world to be compared with 
the mazurka; that the most beautiful 
women on the face of the earti1 and the 
bravest men who· ever lived are to be 
found among them· that the Poles are a 
cheerful, ho pitable, easily plea ed and 
an imaginati,re race; and that yet, in pite 
of and notwithstanding all thi , th y are 
the most unhappy people and theirs tbe 
mo t hapless nation in history. } ras­
veski once exclaimed duri.nu hi · exile : 

''Oh thou beautiful land, our mother! 
vVhen we say farewell to friend we have 
the hope of meetino- them in heaven: but 
never auain hall we ee thy loved land­
scapes thy linden m cnue , thy vi11ao-es 
thy brook and Lby ri er. . 'an heaven 
really be o beautiful that i mal-e · us for­
get all thi or doe a riv r of L the flow 
before the a-ate of Paracb e ?' 

Some one ha said that there is pcrhap 
after all no audition more ele,·atin g for 
a race than one in wbi b no di bnguished 
man ha any external di tinction, title or 
decoration, and where the offi ial tinsel 
of honor is reo-arded an a di .. grac . In 
Poland such a condition has prevailed 
since her parti ion for the honor of ver­
lord gov-enm1ents i despised. A poor 
but distinguished tea her in larsa\ re­
ceived from the goyemmcnt the d cora­
tion of the rcler of Stani. lau _ He 
never wore it, but when hi children -were 
naught-y pinned it on their brea ts as pun­
i hment for their misd eds. . nd it i 
said that never a dunce-cap was more 
effectiv . 

'!'Til~ POLAl\J) Of E 1:8RD.\ Y 

Poland, before 1\/[aria Theresa of u -
tria found cause to remark that she had 
been a party to an outrage upon geogra­
phy and to an act of violence against the 
laws of tlmology, had be n one of the 
leading nation of Europe. It wa - the 
Poles ,,-ho su cessfully sta ed the march 
of th tdumphant Turk aero s the cont i­
nent and mayhap . aved tl1e W t from 
the fate that came upon theN ear- East. 
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PllOto and coprright by B. \V. Killm.rn 
'.D3:..E HOR~E MARl(£'£ : WAR A W 

The horse market of Warsaw is one of th e most important in Europ .. ituatcd in 
ne of the ri he t grazing regi n. ·f the Old W orll. wit h Lhe added advantan·e of being 
lo e to the horse-u ·ing center o~ western E urope, Warsaw's rnark t ha. long be n so ught 

l)y the buyers of the continent. Some farnou· st c.k farms ar e to be f nncl am ong the 
holdings of the noblemen of Ru s ian Poland as well as arn UO' the posse:si n of nobles ot 
German and Au tr ia n Poland. 

In . ize he utranl{ed nearly every na­
ti n of the continent. E\·en now Ru sia 
<1lone of the E uropean nation is larger 
than Poland wa at her greate·t. In 
population he toad at t ll e for front of 
~ urope · only Ru ia and Germany today 
have greater populations than m·e to be 
found in he lands that once were Poland: 
-for nnpa rtitioned P oland had an area 
·of 282,000 square mile . and the lands 
that once lay within l1er boundaries no\.v 
support a population of approxim ately 
'10 million . Io area he was as Iaro-e as 
the German Empire Switzerland,' Bel­
gium, Iolland, and Denmark t ogether: 
larger than reat Britain Italy, and 
Gr ece ombined · larger than u tria-

8g 

I-Ttmo-ary and erv1a 111 one. \IVithin what 
were he.r bounclarie ther dwells a pre -
nt population larger than th e combined 

populat ion of Gr at Tiritain and Bel­
o-ium: larger than tho e f F rance Bel­
gium, and Holland togetl1er: and match­
ina- that of Au tria-Hungary. 

Poland 1 a. three tim es partitioned. 
and thes partitionings were readjust ·d 
between th parti tioner by the Congrc s 
of Vienna in r81 s. \ iVbe1·e th o 1·iginal 
partitions had gi en Rus. ia r8r ooo 
square mile , Prus ia 54.000 square 
m il s and u tria 45 ooo . quare mile: 
the reapportionment of the V ienna n­
gre, s gave Rus ia 220 ,500. P r us ia, 
26 ooo and A uo::tria 35 ooo squar mil · ~ . 
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THE HUCKSTERS OF Ol<T8LSDURG 
_photo am:Lcol)yright by U nderwood & Underwood 

In spite of war cond.itions, trade frequently goes on in frouti er territo ry . After Ortelsburg, a frontier city o f so uthern East Prussia, had 
been bombarded by the Germans, and the Russians bad retired, the Russian tradesmen came in with food supplies just as though peace still 
reigned in Europe. 



P.-\RTI'I IO); ED POL. \....\D '1 

:Much of the land which Ru ia ecured, 
and parti ularly Ki ev bad been identi­
fied with Rn . ia generation before. 

Poland, in the days of her greatest 
area extend d from a pain within so 
miles of Berlin, on t he west} t o the me­
ridjan of the Sea f zov on tbe ea. t; 
on t l1 e north it r acbed nearly to the 
Gulf of Finland and ou tbe south down 
to th · I~hanate of Crimea. 

The p lan of the ono-ress of \ jenna 
was to l t Prus ia hwe Posen and the 
district of Ea t and \i\ e t P ru sia that 
\ver P li h, and to oive ustTia Gal icia 
aJJd Bnkovina , while th Kingdom of Po­
land was to b ntinu d and Ru · iaJs 
T a r wa to be its king-the two o-overn­
ments to be entirely separate e~ cept for 
th ·union of t ar and king ill one per­
son ; but revolts in Po land led to the com­
pl ete ab orption of the Y"ingdom into the 
Rus ian Empit·e. 

RUS 'L\X P LA:\'D PROPF.R 

\i\ hat we now know as Russian Po­
land is that neck of terr itory str tching 
w tward b tw en the Prns ia and Ga­
licia. 1 hi territory ha an ar a almost 
exa tly equal to that of N"e\'V York. yet 
in ite f the fact that it extreme outh-

rn boundar' 1i s north of the latitude of 
V'. innipea its po1 ulation is as great as 
tho_e of l ~ew York and N w Jersey 

ombin d. 
Rus ian o1and, in thi limited ense, 

con i ·t of a o-reat plain somewhat undu­
lating with an a erage elevation of about 
400 feet, sloping upward tmvard the high­
lauds of aJi ia on the south and toward 
the welling ground paralleling tl1e altic 
on the north. 1 joins the lowlands of 
we ten1 Germany \-\ ith the great plain of 
" e tem Rus .ia. Its ri,·er ar low and 
' luggish, ' ith their mouth often but a 
few d zen feet below th ir ources and 
seldom mor than a fe\~Y hundred f et be­
low. Their a in intricately int erpene­
trate one another, and the frequent inun­
dations of t he e ha ins have covered t hem 
';vitll aver r rich alluv ial soil. 

Ru . sian- P oland usuailv l1 a a \vinter 
som ewhat simi1ar to tl1at of New Eng­
land. 1'h re is an even cold , with not a 
o-reat deal of snow, but often with razor-
dged winds hom the northward. The 

ri ver of thi region u ually f r cz over 
about the rniddJ of D c -mber. and the 
Vistu.la i under ic f or approximately o 
day during the aYerage wint r. 

In the eighteenth centu ry, wh 'n the city 
o f \Var aw, next to Pa ri , was th m o t 
bri lliant city in Europe thi · Hat 1 lain \vas 
unusually rich in herd and in geese 
fl ock , though alma t are of manufac­
ture ·. 

THE CI'I'Y OF Wli..R AW 

\ arsaw has never been able to forg t 
that it was the capital of t he Kingdom of 
Poland, and it stilJ con. cientiously main­
tain the vivaciou gay ty for which it 
v;ra famed lurina he day· of it hi?l e t 
fortune . It i still Rus ial1 Poland , but 
in tead of a natiYe I ing an d ourt jt ln 
a Ru sian go'\ ernor gen eral and a Ru ·-
ian army corp The aayety of the cit)T 

long ago modeled upon that of P ari i 
one of the few dist incti,- chara teri ti s 
which it ha 1 een alle to r ta in from the 
past. 

Th it) is well ituated . 1 · is built in 
the midst fa fertile, rolling 1 la in mostly 
upon the left bank of th e \'i tul a, '·hich 
i navigab] here for larg·e riv r boat , 
The main part of the city lie do e to the­
river and is compact and rna sive.. Its 
~ tre ts ar e ver 1 arrO\;\, and ' ry . ·ro ked, 
wriggling in and ut ,-ega r n ·s of all 
logic of direction. The more modem 
parts of the city, on th e oth r hancl. are 
laid out in broad t raight street. . In 
these part one oc as1onally find bath­
tubs, team-heating. and various d vi e 
of sanitary plumbing in the private 
homes. 

'rhere are many mao-nificent pala of 
the old Poli h nobility in tbe ·ity. A 
munber of these umptuou buildino-s are 
being put to publj u , e. such a the re­
nowned Casimir Palace. which now 
houses the university. th r pa1a are 
being made to erve then eels of munici­
pal and ga rri son a dministration. 

vVarsaw has be ·om under R u. ian 
n1le a gr at industr ial <tncl commerQial 
center. It manufa ture rna hinery car­
riaae and woven good · and it trades in 
these thing and in the an1mal anci foo d 
products of Ru ian Poland . A large x­
port of leath r and oal to Russia passes 
throtwh \ a r aw. ~ great deal of the 
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Photo and copy-right by B . W. Kilburn 
THE LOTH MARKET I WAR 1\W 

"War aw has he ome tmder Ru sian rule a great industrial and commercial center. It 
mauufactures machinery carriages, and woven goods, and it trades in the e thing and in 
the animal and food product of Ru. ian P land. A large export of leather and coal to 
Russia passes tbrouo-h Warsaw" (see text, pag 91). 

ity production is the output of hand­
work, a.nd here are o be found orne of 
the poore t mo t patient, and per ·i tent 
a1iificer of the western worl1. T·here 
are 50 book-printing e tabli hment in 
the ity mo t of them engagd in the labor 
of promoting the supremacy of the Rus­
sian language. 

Russian i the language of in truction 
in nearly all of the War aw chools. It 
is also the language of the government 
and of polite and learn d ociety. This 
currency of the conqueror. ' tougue ha 
deeply tinged the life of old \Til arsaw and 
the olis11 spirit of proud o tentatious 
froli ha taken on a color of melancholy 
and mcditati refi ction. The Vvarsaw 
medical school i famous) as i al o its 
school of art. Its musi al conservatory 
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i modeled upon tho e of etrograd and 
Mo cow, and the un-Poli h mu, ic of 
Rim ky-I or ak v .alakircv re ar ui, 
and Chaikov 1 y has replaced the lighter 
of native fancy. 

RU ' SI. 's TROUBLES 

If Ru sia got th bulk of Poland ter­
ritory and the major portion of the I o­
llsh population sb al o got by far the 
larger part of t11e Polish problem. R lS­

sian Poland wa the cradle of the Polish 
race- a land in which both ruling aristo-
rat and serving pea ant were 1lo les. 

The result wa · that Polan i 1 cam a 
thorn in the ide of Ru sia, causin~,; the 
Empir no nd of troubl and bringing 
upon the heads of the Poles in turn no 
end of repressiv mea ures . Indeed at 
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P hoto and copyright by B. W. l{ilbarn 
THE SWINE MARK:E:'f : WARS!\ W 

"Ru ian Poland usually ha a winter somewhat similar to that of New En ·lam!. There 
is an even cold with not a great deal of snow, but often with razor-edged winds fr m the 
northward. The river of this region usually freeze over ah ut the middle f D ec mber, 
and the Vistula is u~der ice for approximately So days during the average winter ' (see text, 
page 91). In the e·whteenth c ntury \Varsaw, n~'<:t to Paris, was the mo t brillian city 
in E urope. 

Lin<e · this b cam so great that more 
than one Ru sian state man came to ad­
vocate turning Ru ian Poland o e1· to 
Germany. 

METEOD OF Rl:tPRE SI N 

For a long time the ales were fo r­
bidcletl even to use their nativ tongue. 
Ev n th railway employees could not 
answer question a ked in Poli h. 'I'h 
word Poli h ' itseJf could not be used in 
tl1e newsj apers. For a while no letter 
au ld be addressed in ali h. Ou ide of 

what i now known as Rus ian Poland, 
in the provin e acquired before tbe final 
partition. one . till encounter notices in 
and n all public buildings reading: 'Tbe 
speaking of Poli h i forbidd n. In one 
of these province street-car condu tor 
wer fined becau e they answered ques­
tions a ked in Poli. h. 
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The national dr was forbidden ev n 
as a carnival costume or in h istorical 
dramas in the theate1·. Tlle oat of arm 
of oland had to be era,ed from e ry 
old house and from the frame of every 

ld picture. rrhe ing-jng of the national 
song · was trictly tabo . 

7 et with all t he efforts at repre sian, 
and with all the resi tance mad against 
that repression, when the 1 re ·ent war 
broke ut th Ru sian Pole s m to have 
been as loyal to his government as the 
German Pole was to Germany or the 

ustrian Po1e t o _ u tria. The whole 
war in the ea t rn tbeat r ha been 
fought in territory which once belonaed 
to Poland territory larg 1y p opl d by 
l?ole and yet ther i no vidence that 
any of them h;lve betrayed their re pect­
ive flag .. 
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WAR 'I'TMF. IN WA I~SAW 
:P l:olo :-tnd cn11.Vrigl1t by Underwood & Underwood 

"The whole war in the eastern theater Llas been fonghl in territory which once bel n ng-ed to Poland, t e rritory largel y peop led by Poles, and yet 
th ere is no evidence that any of them bave betrayed their respective flags" ' (sec icJ.;t, page 93) 



PARTI'I'IONED POL ND 95 

AUS1'RIAN POLA ID 

Austrian Poland js practically em­
braced by the crownland of Galicia. 
'rhis crownland i almo t exactly the 
size of the tate of South Carolina, but 
it has a population ix times as great. If 
continental United States, exclusi e of 
Ala ka, were as densely po'pulated as 
Gali ia, we would boast of a population 
four times as great as that of Russia. 

And yet Gali ia is the poorest of all 
the province of ustria. It lies out ide 
the ramparts of the Carpathians which 
turn a cold and unfriendly back to it the 
while they cast a protecting shelter 
around the northern side of that great 
ova l. basin known to geography as Hun­
gary. 

Where Hungary is protected by these 
mountains from the cold winds that 
sweep down from the Baltic, they rob 
Galicia of the warm winds that sweep up 
fr m the M diterranean. And wh re 
they help to form that areat r ing of nat­
ural defense around Hungary ·which is 
pi r ed only by the Iron Gate of the 
Danube on the ea t and by the aateway 
of Porto Hunga rica on the west, they 
turn away from Galicia, occup) ing nearly 
a third of her territory, but running 
a·way from the protectio 1 tlley might 
have afforded her flanks. 

This inhospitality of the Carpathians 
toward Gali ia leaves her with her back 
turned again t teep and forbidding 
mountain side that bend away from her, 
expo es her sides to hostiJe attacl and 
allows her to it w ith her feet buried in 
th Russian plain. 

Robbing Galicia of the warm winds 
that otherwi e would come to her from 
th oulh , th y also turn back upon her 
t he c 11 wind of the north which other­
wise wollld weep over Hungary. Thus 
they give her long, c ld winter · short. 
wet springs· b t, bli tering summer and 
dreary, chilly autumns. 

CRACOW A.!._~ LEMB:~RC 

The glory of her past and the hope of 
her future are racow and Lemberg to 
roland, f r it wa the form r that was 
her capital in the esterday of hi tory 
and tb latter tha i her capital today 

and whi h would be her capital tomor­
row were Polish dreams to con e true. 

In Cracow the great city of Poland's 
1 ast, the royal palace still stand · but it 
is used as a barracks and not as the home 
of a king. The atbedral, from whi h 
Poland s heart arose to its God i now 
the Valhalla of its departed gr atness · 
for the1·e sleep the kings and the heroe 
from the J agellons to 1 o ciu zko. ?\ t 
far away is Ko ciu zkoberg, one f the 
most remad able memorials ever reared 
by the hand of man-a huge mou nd of 
earth brought by loyal Poles from v ry 
battle-field in the world consecrate 1 with 
Polish blood. After the anne ation of 
Cracow by A u tria this great mound "'a 
transformed into a fort; but with all that, 
it ti11 stand a a tribute to the gr at 
hero who e sword wa drawn in behalf 
of fre dom both in Poland and in 
America. 

The country around Cracow is ft at and 
is devoted almost wholly Lo mall farm­
ing and trucking. The pea ants dress in 
white jackets and blue 1 re ches and wear 
jack-boots · their women folk, with larg 
bright shawls and picturesque hcad-d r . s, 
brighten and give spirit to th e country­
side. 

From Cra ow to Lemberg the 11~av ler 
encounters good land· it i fairly Jev 1 
and entirely inn cent of fenc _ 1 oundary 
stones marking patty lin ami t th rs 
or herdsmen keeping livestocl - where it 
belongs. The am m thod. of ag ri cul­
ture that we used iu the United States 
before the day of the elf-binder and 
the_ grain drill are till in force in that 
regwn. 

It is in Lemberg that the on! r Polish­
dominated legi lativ · a sem ly in exist­
ence holds its session ; f r L ·ml erg is 
the apital of Galic1a and the ole , 1 oth 
1 ecause of their hrewd politi al ability 
and th ir 11um ri al weiaht, antral the 

alician legislature in the face f th ir 
rivals, tl1e Rutbenian of Ea t Gali ia. 
The c.ity of I emberg i . largeJy modern­
a ompact nucleus urrot.md d 1 y sc·lt­
teri.ng suburb . 

CALICtAN IND S'l'ltl8S 

VVhiJe alicia 1 almost wholly an agri­
cultural reai n and whil a large per-
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"[f Russ ia got th e bu lk o f Poland' s ter rito ry ~tnd th e n1a jo •· po r t inn n [ t l1c f'<di sh 
popu la tio n. she al so gtll. by i:1r Lht- l:tr;!;e r pa rt o f the P olish pro bl em. l{uss ian P o land 'Yas 
th e cradle o f the Poli sh race, a land in which both rulin g- <tri stocra t. ;l\ld s Prvin ~ peasant 
\\'t'r c: Pn lt-s. The res ult was th :ot t P 0la nd became a tho rn in the s id e o i Ru ss ia' ' (sec tcx l, 
pag·c 92). 

certtage of that agriculture is ca rri ed o n 
in th e old- ti me wa v the re a re some few 
m;un.tfal·tu ring neigl;borhoods ancl indu s­
tri a l cli>tr ict s . Di s till er ies occu py fir s t 
place among- th e illCiustr ics, and there arc 
tn any heel-sugar and tobacco factor ies . 
I 'etmleum ~p r ings a bound a long t he Car­
pa thians, and ~omc: o.f the town s in thi s 
rcg iu1 1 g ruw from small v ill ages to mod ­
ern l.~e;t u mon t s belween New Year ancl 
Ch ri , t nu~. 

C;t licia ltas m a nY o f the wo r ld 's lllust 
fanto us sa lt tnincS: Tho:c at \\ .icliczka 
lt ~1 1C J, ,:L' tl 11·u rkc·d for ncarlv se1·t.:n CCi t­
luri cs . at Oti C time be ing·· a prit1 c ipa I 
~o utT c of n:1·cnuc for tlt c l'oli sh kings. 
J{ailrna rb :trc 1101 perm itted to run ne;.tt· 
t hem lest their Yib rat ions resu lt in cav e­
ins. \Vi t It itt t lt cs t.: n1itte ' a rl: a labyrinth 

g6 

of s:t.lt-hew n stt·eets and ;t lle vs , lin ed w ith 
pi llared ch urc hes, s tairca s e s~ re stauram ~. 
s hrines . aud mr.>ttument s . 

Nearly 2,000 wo rkm en arc emplo yed 
in the sa lt mines. wo rking in eight- hour 
sh ifts . The damp , sa lt :' atn to,;phnc 
seem s to s horten their days : but C\'C it <~I 
th at they du not appea r un happy. i11 sp ite 
o f th e sm:tl l wage· nf ::! 0 ,:r nt ~ :t d;t.'' ilt,·_v 
a t·c paid. '.l' lt c rc a rc litt le l;ti ;L'S in t he 
min es. snmct in tes :)0 fe\'t det· p. 11· 1t ich :t rt' 
nav igated by f c tT y-bo~tl s . \'!:tny of t he 
littl e potti es whivlt dt·:t\\' tltc c:t rs on:r 
t he ti nv sal t r<t il w:.tv h;t vc noi seen t lt .c 
lig ltt o ( d;t.' iur g·.; n ~r; tl io ns at ttl ;t rc hom 
blind . 

t\ccess t 11 tltt:sc sa It Ill in cs In s ;t lw;t 1· s 
been diffi cu lt. fo r t he ~Cll' l' rl11n etll · , ~ 
w a tc h fu l lest alil:ll hand ~ •ks t roy ~n nt c 
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l"ll otu a n d cupy r igiLl hy L:. \V. l\.ili l'.;rn 

C :\'J i\C'll:\ fH S lN \V AJ<S.·\\V 

In Poland a nd o ther count ri es la rge ~tr uctu res arc bui l t to t ak e tlw pl :t < l~ ni _:;u ht c r­
rancan cataco mbs. A.t Panarna the Chin ese have on e o f rhe.,;e s tru ctur e-s , :.t tHI :.t t c:arta gn, 
Cnsla l~ i ca . th e earthquake of a few yea rs ago demo \i,;hed o ne of t h em . '\'il,·rc is tH:;trly 
a l\\'a_,·s an attractive colo nnad e where rel a tives a nd fri e nd ~ nf tile dcpa n cd may gat her. 

of the ir wo rks. T he workm e n a re 
searched a lm ost as care full y as the men 
wh o work in th e d ia m o nd mine s i 11 So ulh 
\frica. 

A1.i S1' Rf A :\T'D HER I'OU:S 

: \ ustr ia has neve r t reated h e r Poles ;:~ s 
lh e f{ uss ian s and th e Pru . s ians ha ve 
treated th eirs. \V h cre those count ri es 
have sought lo des troy th e spi r it o f Po­
lish na tional ism , h o ld ing it to he a pe r­
petual m ena t:e to r..:. u ssian am! P m ss ia n 
inst it ution s, A u slria ha s proceeded upon 
the theory that thi s sp irit , ca refully di­
rected, bct:om es m ore a source o f streng th 
to i he ~·o,·crnmcnt than a ~ O UITC o f wcak­
ncs. 'so the Poles o f .A. u ,t ri ;t an: as free 
to ~ i ng t he ir n C~t i o nal songs a :; th e people 
of our ow n Sou th are fr ee losing D ix ie. 

Th ey a re a s mu ch at libe rt y to glorify 
t he ir past and t o speak the ir na tive 
tong ue ::ts though th ey w t rc: f ree and in ­
dependent. Except that tltey m u s t pay 
the ir taxes to A ust r ia a nrl serve in .'\us­
t ri a_'s a rmy, th ey are p ract icall y sc l f-gov­
ern mg . 
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.-\ nd well ma v t h is he , fnr a ll thew rld 
kn o w s that it \v as Sob iesk i and hi s f..: l­
low- Poles w ho saved \ ' ienn;t a ttd re sc ued 
E urope f rom th e Turks . 

\To t o nly docs A ustr ia a lkJ\\- h e-r T'nks 
\nea l self-go,·e mm c nt, hut she a lso gi,·es 
th em rep r esen ta ti o n in the J\u strian 
Re iclt sra th. T ltc result has het~ lt a L·o m ­

parat ive deg- ree of sa t isLtc·tn r v rcbtions 
be tween th e Pol es and t lt c .'\u .s t rian ~ ; so 
lll LKh so . in fact. th a t t he l~u~s ian :1 11d 
G e nn a 11 Poles have fo r y <" :t i' S f e lt rath er 
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T l l E CIU Y 31·: .'\T I \ ' 1·: 1. (J J' C R.\ CO\i' Ph oto ;11 1d cn p_n·ig ht l1 y l i !:d c ! \\' Ood & C nd t:r\\·,;~, d 

The glo ri co: o i the citadel o f Cracol\' ;If!: a cOiiJ JI1 011 hcri1agc of a ll P oles. \\'h cthcr th ey be Rn <s ian. Germa n. o r Austr ia11. ll c: rc linger mem­
ori es o i C1simir thl: C rl·a t. th e Sig i;; mu JH is. fa th er a nd son. and ;:iob icski. " !J,•land II' ;J' a fC' l<u hli c 0 f landr.w ncr>. in \\· h ich th e ;;cri d id nol 
count. Th e man \\' ho l>II' Jtc·cl land o r wli lls e nnct•st•• rs owned land \\'aS a nob!<: . He might match P''H' rt .l· fo r poo rn ess . lt e might nor !J ave a 
si ngle S•) lc het wct:n hi s f eet and the g round, he mi!Jht have only a ru sty old Sll·nrrl to t ie ro !ti s g ird le. and onl y a pi ebald bl ind hclrs.; to dr i,·e. 
and that a hirer! one, but he still was a nobl e, ii own ershi p of land had e1·er set its app ro1·ing stamp upon him o r hi s fam ily'' ( see text , page IOJ) . 
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A~OTHf.g \'!f.\\' OJ' Tl!J·: ClL\DCL :IT ClZ.-\ CU\\-: Tlll·: ,\I J'CC. \ OF POUSH Jl E!\HTS 

After Craco w lost its ind epcndcm·c and bcc;tme an Austrian city, th e citadel 11·as used as a barra..:ks. This profanati on of the ho ly of ltolic:~ 
" f Polish hist o ry g ri e\'ed the Pnk.: as few acts have cn:r hurt them . They begged to han! the shrine of th eir aspirati o ns r esto red. The Aus­
t ri an government agn·ed that if Cracow wo uld pro vid e othe r bar racks the wishes of the P o les wo uld be met. T oday the restoration is a fact 
acco mplished, and the citade l is a mu ;eu m and m emo ri a l o f th e 1-'n li sh peoplr. Th e hug.: 111<>und tc•11·ning o ve r the ci ta d el, in t h e background o f 
t l 1~ picture. is a. tri bute of th e Polish people to KrJsciuszko . hero alike of P o la nd and o f i\m eric;t . whose sword was draw n for free do m in the Old 
\Vo rld an d the 1\ew. L oy;1l Poles brought to this mo und of earth so il f ro m every batric-tiel d on the face o( the globe co nsec rated by Polish 
l.Jiood. 
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bitter toward th e ir i\nst r iaJJ com patrio ts. 
claiming that they a r neg\ec t.ful of their 
breth ren who a1·c ]es:; fort unately cir­
cumstanced tha n they are. Some o ne 
has obser ved that the Poles of t\ ustr ia 
arc like th e Frcn h in Ca n;u \a: th at t he ir 
n;tti ona li sm i ~ rclig il)u;; <l11 cl li tcr:1 r_1' a 11d 
not an ti -go,·emm eni<Ii. 

IU:L:\'!' 10!\'S WJ'l'rt TI-l r-: I~ U' I' Fl l ·: ·N L\:"'S 

As wester n Gal icia is the st-ronghold of 
the Austrian Pole, so ea s t'l~ rn Galicia is 
the main dwelli ng-p lace of the A ust-ri;111 
I<uth en ian. The tw o races nc1-cr g-et 
along ve ry we\\ together. AlH)UL 45 per 
cent of the popu lati on of Cali cia is l' o­
li ~ h and about 42 pe r cen t is R uth en ian. 
Outside race,; hole\ the babnce of power, 
and it is only by playing good pol iti cs 
that the :F'oles dominate C ali ·ia. ince 
the Rutheni;,ns got un iYe rsa l su iT rag·e 
they have been . end ing la rge numbers of 
th eir representat i ve~ to tl1c Ca licia n Diet. 
T he confiicL is a raci;J] 011e, and the Po les 
a re pt·oi>ab ly not :-~ s co ns iJera tc of Ru­
theni:tn rights a s they wo uld li ke .\u .. ·tria, 
l{u ss ia, and Prnss ia to be of th eirs. 

rr-:A S!INT I.H'f-: TN G1\L TC T!\ 

The peasant population o f :\t1 stria11 
Poland eke ou t a hare\ ex istence. In 
many parts ·· f th country the p easat tt 
li ves in a log hut coverecl wit l1 s tra w: he 
breakfasts. dines. and makes his supper 
of por ridge, washing it down with b(ld 
brandy: an d in general lead ~ a li ie fu ll 
of want ::tnd empt)· nf pleasure. T he 
peasa nts who farm fo r the nobl es receive 
nu ruone y in paymen t, but on ly a share 
of the cr(,p . 

The nsua l d ivis ion. all over F.u rop ·, 
rat1 ges between a half and a fou1·th, and 
even in Hussian Poland it neY er gne' he­
low the lat ter prop rtion. ln Ga licia the 
peasan t t lOW rece ives no : n ch propor.tiOll. 
Th e nobles' <:'~ tal es are eith er <)\l'liCd out­
ri~ht by absentees or are contmlled by 
them thmugh fufl- value mo rtgages . and 
theY have co1nhin ed to force dow n t he 
pe;;~ant- farm e r ' s sha re . with the result 
that it no w frequen tl y goes c\o v,·n t:o one­
tweHLh. a wage of slow stanration a nd 
a wage larg-e l~r respons ible fo r a di sease 
known as ''PI ica Po lon ica" a mo ng t h e. 
peasants , which ar ises from a lack o f 
nou r ishmcnt. 

TlLE C ETD1 .\'i l'nT .r•:S 

In the pa r t ili,;n n f T',,laJHI . P ru s::: ia got 
th e ~ mal\cs l sh;ne w hen th e rerliv is inn 
was m:-~de by the Ct, n g re ~s of Vienna, 
a lthough ~ he had pal'l i,· ipakd in the th ree 
panil i <Jll ~ ;uHI !tad d rawn 5Ci,ooo S<J ll <trc 
m iles uf tc r1· i1 n ry in liH•se pa rti tions . Th e 
Co 11 ~n·~~ ,,f \ ' ic-11na rec luccd thi s tn 2 (1,ooo 
squ::trc mi le~. tak ing the <>tiler 30,000 

. quare miles a nd ad<ii11~· it . ;dung 1vilh a 
pa r t o f .-\ustr ia's ho lcii ltJ:: S, 1n the King­
dom o f P t1\and . ,,·hi ch wa~ tn be rul ed l)v 
the T<us s i<~n T sa r , bnt w:ts to be inJe~ 
pend ent o f anr\ on a parity with J( ussia . 

1'he 26,ooo square mil es of Pntssi an 
territo ry wh ich once lJt.: lo ngcd tn l'n\and 
is mac\e up of T'n ;oc n. 1t.l(lst o f \Vest 
Prussia, a nd several di s tTids in Fa st 
Pru ssia. P ose n is s \i ~hth· small ct· th :lll 
Ma ryland, lwt l1 as :1 .Jl<ll;lllation o f ap­
prox im ate[,- two mi lli o1 1. \V est Pru ssia 
is a little .l a rger th a n :'\ew .l L1mpshi rC' , 
but· ha s :1 i''' ]mlat inn IH'a rl y fc)Ur t imes 
as g real'. F as t: l' r 11 >i~ i: t i ~ :t hntll uiW-L hi rd 
as large as Vi rgin i:t, hut tt possesses a 
pnp ul :1lin1 t <1Jl i ·'r" ~:i 1nak l l ' equ:.d to tha t 
o f the ()Jd l),·lln il ·li• lll. · 

T\)sen is larg-c h · l\)1 i ~il. tile Poles co' t­
stitu t ing lll> lrc th:;n half •li the population 
of the prov ince. in spill' <)f lh e la rge Ger­
man immig-ratio n. a ided and encour:1ged 
hy th e govc nlllw nt. Tt is largely r\cvo ted 
to agricultllre . thnLJgh there a rc 111:\lty im­
portant manufal'l urin g in d11 str ics. · F o r 
a lo ng tinw it wa~ o ne o f th e wo rst edu­
cater( prov in ces of Cc rman v, but that· 
time is no w p:to:t. 1n r'l Ol the perce ntage 
o f illite rat e recruit s in r',)scn was nearly 
one ont o f eYen· 1en: tndav it is o nlv one 
out of four htnidred. l\1sen is a p~rt nf 
the north Ce rman plai n. a11d 6 1 per cent 
of its acreage is unrl er ti llage. 

G 1.-: lo i .\.'\ 1Zl.:\C T i l E POLt 

\Vc~ t Pru:-5ia and East !"russia are the­
colde: t provinc-es of Ccmt<Jnv. They are 
co ld and b leak in w in t'c: r <Jn<( hot in smn­
me 1·. Fast }'rnss ia is the Kenluck v of 
Germany in many wavs. It- co ntain ~ the 
grea t government stud of Trakehnen. 
where some o f th e he~t ho rses in E u n) pe 
a rc to be fotm rl . T'.nth nf the T'rn ss ias 
;u·e farn o ns f t)r rhc ir great estates. many 
of them held hv men prominent in th e 
affairs of the Em pire. 
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P .\R'l'l't'I O~ED 1 OL.\\Tl Lo ;3 

Germany has t ried in ev e ry poss ible 
way to tran s f o rm h er P oles in to Ce r­
man s. It has u ·eel t he Russ ia n tact ics in 
quenching the fi re of t heir natin mli sm, 
bu t w ith no be tte r su ccess th a n J.\.uss ia 
hi1 d. ll e rerofo re P o les we re no t ap ­
po inted to ofticc : icLte r s add rc:ssed in 
Polish 11·cnL un del ive r ed . i\ fa r r iage be­
t w een Ce rm a n m en a nd P o l is h wum en 
w .re discourag-e d, fo r B ism a rck had nu t 
le t it escape hi s n u t ice that "a Poli sh wife 
makes a P o li sh patrio t n ut o f he r hus­
band in the tw inkl ing f <Ul ey e ." 

T he r e w e re laws f o rbidding th e use o f 
P o li sh in publi c m eetings, a nd P o li s h 
children 1Yho refu ~ecl to answer rh e cate­
chi sm in C erma n we re lunis h ed. 

In th e hope o f m a king G e rmans o ut 
o f the Po les, the P ru ssia n gove rnme n t J e­
c ided to colo ni ze C e rman settlers a m o ng 
them. Fir ·t this was unde rtaken h~' pr i­
va te ente rpri se, h11t th e Pol es boyct•tted 
the se ttl e rs, a nd the ir land fin a ll y \r e re 
bo ught back. Th en a la1v was ena cted 
that no P o le cou ld build u pon la nd : ac ­
quired afte r a ce rtain elate. Th e n :sult 
is that n ne wlw t rav e ls thmu g h P o lis h 
Germany to da_\· oc c~J s i o nall v will ~ee farm­
ho uses, h;~rn s . dai r ies . s tabl es. a n d c1·en 
chi cken-coops o n w h eel s . Th e people 
live . m o ve, a nd ha ve the ir be in g in g lo ri­
fi ed wagons. 

When p r iva te enterprise fa il ed to Ge r­
m a nize Pruss ian Polan d the g-overnment 
m a de ap pro pria tio n s , 11·hi ch u p to the 
present time ha ve a m o un ted tn a hund red 
mill in n dollars . to a cqu ire P o li sh !an Is 
and turn th em ove r to Germ a n se ttl e rs ; 
but \Vil h all th a t was d o ne. t he r o les are 
s ti ll P o les, an d in ~ p i te o f th e law f o r cing 
som e to se ll the ir lands and p reventing 
o thers from hu v ing, t he G e rma n se t t le r 
has no t su cceed ed -in crc tting much o f a 
footho ld on Po li ~h land~: a nd C er m a nv 
has about f our millio n Poles in he r pnp u'­
lat.io n. 

I'OU S U 1'1·:!\ ' A:'\'J'S 

1.'h e lot o f th ~ Poli sh peasa nt i;; :tl \\'r~ys 
a hard o ne . w h e th e r he li ve in 1\u ss ia , 
C e rm a n y, o r .\ ustr i:-t. Hi s fond is ::; im ple , 
if no t poo r. H i, w h o le famil y mu s t to il 
from t he hf) ur tha l t he sun peeps 1YeT­
th e easte r n ho ri zo n to th e ho ur w h e n 
t1rilight fa ll s into d u sk. If. h e can say 

tha t: h i~ ll' i fc 11·o rks like a ho rse . l1e has 
lK'S tOI\·ed l he acme oi 1 •r:t isc upo n he r. 
T la rd w o rk , m any ca res, a nd mu ch c hild­
bea rin g ma kes a comlJin a ti u n tktt takes 
a ll pr ide <!tt t o f th e wife ·s h eart. and g ives 
tu th ·· lr n m en t) t pca ;;ant l' Jia nd a hag-­
gard lo<) k . en~n hdt.l r c th e t hi rd decade 
of he ir !ires i ~ d l~ ctl. 

Yu u m ay ~-n: n ~ee tlll: Jll 11·<>rkiJ1 g as 
sec tio n ha nd s o n m a ny n£ the railroad :;, 
a nd t hey a re re pu ted to m: tke good o n es. 
Jt i , n o t excep tio nal to see th em carry i11 g 
m o rtar fo r bri cklaye r .~ and p las te re r s or 
t find t hem pa inting or pape r-h anging 
in the c iti es . 

EYeJ-y peasant ll'ants hi s d a u g ht e r s 
ma rri ed off as ;;on n ::ts t hcv reach w n m :m­
hoocl, a nd littl e ha nds a;·e drawn upon 
t he lin te l o f Lh e door tu indica te to the 
wo r ld t ha t th e re is a marr iage:thle daugh­
te r in s ide the ho m:e. .\ nd th e w e dd ing 
clay a m o ng the peasa nts is about the o ne 
bri o·h t s pot in a girl\ 1 i fe . \ ·Vh e re the 
ch il d ren of the U nited States ro ll eggs 
on Faste r :\fo nday. those uf p ea san t Po­
Janel pn ur w a te r m·e r t:l n e ano the r in a 
spi r it nf fun . 

TH I·: PO I .l~H :\O IH . l·:~ J . \ :-1 

Po land \\·as a re publi c: of lando wne r s . 
in \l· hi ch t.h e se rf did no t cnun t . The 
m an wl1 o O\Yned la nd. o r whose an cc sto t·s 
own ed b nd , w as a. no bl e . Tfe might 
match pove rty fu r jJOO rn ess, he mig ht not 
ha ve :1 s iJJ g le s~. .t e hd1n ·e n hi .' fee t and 
th e g ro und. be mig ht In 1·e o nl y a ru sty 
o ld s1vo rd to ti c to hi s g- ir li e . a nd nnlv ;1 
p ie l.Jald b lincl ho r :::: e to 'drin>, and that a 
hired o ne, but he s till \ L 1S a no ble if 
0 11·ner,; hip o f la nd h a d ever se t. it s ap­
prov ing strtmp upo n him o r his f:1milv. 

\Vith hin-1 th e pea:a nt s we re a s b{tt 
w o rm s o f the d u s t. 'r it e R1 hs ian no ble 
is p rolud o f hi s peas:1111 ~ . th e G e rman 
no bl e ll'as pro ud o f hi s . anti th e .'\u s trian 
nobl e li:td ll OJJ g ht hut ~~ -~~ , · <I ,: " f prai se for 
hi_s : _bu t th e l'nli s h nn hlc wa;; nn t. p roud 
o f Ins. 

?\o thing ill 11S t ra tes be tlt:r how t he Po­
lish peasant fe lt toward th e P n li s h nn bl e 
thau tl~t, in surrect in n o:f the J-'o lt·s 0 f 
•\ u .. tria in 1f:;4(, _ That w a -< a mnYcme nt 
o f th e no bles . Th e gm·e r lll n e n t did no th­
ing tn chcd ; t he n ut l •ursl. and it is sa id 
tbat th e loyal ty nf l"h e J H' a ~a nts lo . th e 
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Ph oln :ll :d Cfl pyr ig ltt \,y tb : I !. l'. \\ .bitt: c(l. 
Til l: :\IJf.K ~Li lDS Ov K ll::v 

\Vhilc K.iev is a part ,, j what onc e \\ · :· ~ P nl:t nd. th e hulk o r it ' P" l' " :; , ti· '" ;, nuc I' o l i ~ h . 
but l~ll ss i"n S i:"·' 

g-< •Vt:Til lll cnt and the ir h~ttred of th <: ir 
ari s tt rcra tic hrei hrcn ca us d the 111 . LIITCC­
t ion to die a hor t1ing. 

Sl \' l:l-: i ~l ·: llt l~ l ' l' i ' . \LJ'I' Y 

\\'ha tcn' r mav be ~aid al1nut thr..' rela­
t ions LH.: tl\ '<.'e n t.he l 'o lis h ari s tocrat anc\ 
the l'o lish pe:\sa nt, 1)(11·\'l'l ·e r , th e hn;;pi­
tal i l y ,, f Ute fu r m c r has a h-.·a,·s hec n 
,,·Jw.le-h c:J.rt.ed and s incere . T:.tc-l: fuln ess 
is as nat ural w ith t hem as tak ing to t.he 
water is n at ur:tl ,,· it h a cluck. Th v like 
compa ny a nd IO \ '(.' cn\ertai m nent, and a r c 
as fon d of da nc in g <tS anv nth r. r pt'r·rple 
in the world. Tt t a k e~ vig·n ro ns me n to 
stand all th e liquor t hat is pnw id ed ],y 
1he I'o lish h ost. 

Tl1 e jnun1:t! nf lhl' C"utllc ;-;~ f'r: tt K IIiS\.: 
Kr:ts iJtska , who :t i t·e rii·:Jrd marri,-d :1 " ' ' 'l 
o f Aug-ustus I II. ll' r i lll:'l l lw tl\'l'C ll the 
years o f 17.)9 : til d 17ri 1. is :11 1 in t c· rcst ing 
p ictme of l'oli !'ll lif e j ust befo re the pa l ­
t.it·iun. " Til er,- :.JI'C: twu c lassc . .; uf cou r­
tier ;; ," s he wri tes i;t dc ,;c rilj in Q· he r t r'.\'11 

hom e, ''the ltr:r tt rlr< t •·v :utd t l ; ·~_. ;:;al;,r ie d 
ones, all alii«: nul,\l'.' · w ith t·he ~wo rt! at 
their s id e. The ti r SL :tr c. a ho ut lii'C tl tv in 
number; th e ir duli L:s <trc to w<ti t in - th e 
mo miug for ti1c Co unt 's ( ltn f<:t l ~<..T ) 
entrance. tn he r ea d y fu r :t n\· S(· n·ic e he 
nwy require . tn :-tCCU I;lp:1ny hi-m when Yis­
i li tt~t o r rit!inf;·. to clefe 1tl him in ca-:e of 
ncccl, to g ive 'him t.h e ir Yo icc at the I li d . 

104 

Copyright© National Geographic Society, All Rights Reserved 



PARTITTO\' Tm POLA)JD l Uo 

and to play cards and amu e him and hi s 
guests. This lasl du ty is best perfo rm ed 
by our Matenko. the f oo l M court j este r. 
as the other co urt iers ca ll him. Of a ll 
th e courtiers he is the mo. t priv il eged, 
be ing allowed to speak w h enever he 
c hooses and to tell t he truth frankly. 

"The honorary courti e rs rece ive no 
pay, a lm ost all of them bei ng the sons 
a nd daughte rs of r a ther wea lthy parent s , 
who se nd th em to our castl e for tra in ing­
in conrtl y etique tte . Th e m en rece ive, 
neve rtheless, provisio ns fo r two ho rses, 
and two florin s ( about 40 cents) weekly 
for tll e i r Yalets . These servants a re 
d i·cssed, some as Cossacks, som e as Hl.m ­
garia ll s, a nd s tand behind th eir m as ter s' 
ch ai r s at m ea ls. There is no spec ia l table 
fo r them : but th ey must be s atisfied w ith 
what their m asters leaye upon th ei r 
plates, a nd yo u should see how t hey fo l­
low w ith a covetous eye eac h m o rsel o n 
the way from t he plate to th e m aster's 
m o uth . 

"I do not care to l.ook a t them , part ly 
from fear of laughing aml pa r tly o ut o f 
pity. To te ll t he truth those who s it at 
our tab le ha ve more hon o r than profit; 
for they do not ah.,'ays have th e sam e 
kind of food that we have, a lt hough it 
comes from t he sam e dish . l''o r in · tance, 
w hen the rneats are brought in, there w ill 
be on the d i::; h game or domestic fowl on 
the top and plain roast beef or mast pork 
un Je rneath. 

''The sala ri ed cou rtier s are much more 
numerous . Th ey do nol com e to o ur 
table, except th e c hapla in, the phys ic ia n, 
a nd the sec retary . As for other people 
b elonging to our ret inue, it wou ld be 
diffi cult to en umerate th em; I am sure I 
do not know how m an\. th e re are of m u­
s icians. cooks, link-boys, Cossacks , host­
lers, valet s, cha m berla ins, a nd boy a nd 
g irl se rva nts . T know ou ly th ere are fi ve 
different dinner tab les . a nd two stewa rds 
are bu sy from 111oming ti ll night gw 111 g 
out p roYisions for the m eals." 

POLISH w o:vrr•:K 

Polish women are am ong Lhe most 
beau t iful in th e world. The perfect shape 
of t he ir hands an d f eet is comm en ted 
u pon by eve ry v is ito r to the h orn e or the 
Pol ish aristoc rac y. \Nhen they v is it the 
s hoe stores in Vienna, it is aver red that 

the shopkeepe r exclaim s : " \Ve know 
t hose are Pol is h feet," a nd proceed s to 
go lo cases that: ;tre iJ Ot d rawn u pon ex­
cept when lJo lish wo me n com e into his 
store . 

\ iV it h th e ir IJeaul v th ev comb ine u nu su;d 
ling uist ic ~Lb i liti es . am( a lrnost unprece­
d ented devot ion to the lost cau~e o f t he ir 
fa .ir Po la nd. It has freq uently h ee u a s­
se rted by those who know the .l'o les from 
intimate soc ial relRti o ns \l·ith t hem. t hat 
bu t f o r the women th e na tional spiri t o f 
the Pu le woul d long since have s uc­
cumbed to the wo un d-h ea ling processes 
o f time. :\s it is, the re is a proverb t ha t 
w hile the re is a s ing le Po li s h 1\' tJ!llan left 
the ca use of Po la n-d is 110t lost . "Four 
ladies do not m ee t o n a char itv comm ittee 
without prom oting the n at~o na l ca use 
unde r its cove r." is the \\·a v o ne w rit e r 
sho\YS the ir de vo tio n to the cau se of 
Poland. 

SO.MJ-: :-:rrrrn J>nu:s 

Polan d has cnn tributed a long- list of 
g reat and nca r great to civ ili za t ion. lt 
was Copernicus . a !'o le . who fi r~ l ta ught 
that t he s un is th e ce11l!::r of th e so la r s vs­
tem and la id the fo und;nio ns iJ f mod ~ r11 
ast ronoJny . I t: was John Sobi eski w ho 
saved E u rope f r u 1n Lh e T urks a,; Charl es 
Tvfa rLcl ha mm ered it out of t he g ra sp of 
t he Sa racens . Kosci us :dw :1ncl P\lla ski 
served the cause o f fn:ecl o m bo th in Eu­
rope and /\.me rica. The "Ouo V acli s ' ' of 
S ienk iew io: w ill nc\·er be- forgotten as 
Jc:ng as litera tu re :11Hl h isto ry are a ppre­
Ciated by man . Th e mus ic of Padcrcw­
ski en t it les 11 in1 to ~~ place a mOJ Jg the i!l1-
m o r ta ls, a nd the hi,; t r ir 111i c a rt o f 1\:Jod­
jeska gave her a for em ost pla ce in the 
history o f th e s la ge. Th e com pos itio ns 
o f Chopin . a Po le by b irt h. th o ugh a 
Frencl1111an bv edu cat io n. w ill floa t do wn 
throug h the c'or rirl o rs o f Lime a lo ng with 
th o::;e of vVagner . .13ecthOI'en, Fbndcl, 
Ve rd i, and the o th e r m;·1 ster~. 

POLES l l\ .\~JJ:: J(J (-:\ 

From th e <bys of Kosc iu szko clo wn to 
the p rese nt. Po l e~ hav~· been no m ea n 
contribulo rs to _\ m e ri can civ ili zat io n. 
Leo pold Juli a 11 r.,wc k is credited with 
havi ng led th e IllOV l'll'lent f o r the estab­
lis lnne n t o f the fi rst polytech nic in s titutio n 
in th e U niteu States. F o ur m illi cJII Po les 
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have come to the shores of Am erica, and 
our Poli sh in11nig ran t population living 
today ranges around three m iJiion . It is 
sa id t ha t if the people of F'o li sh ances try 
in the U nited ,' tal es \·VCre ma ssed to­
ge the r th ey could practically duplicate 
th e population of N ew E ngland . ln 
Penn sylvan ia one inh abi tant out of every 

' twelve has Polish blood in his ve ins ; in 
;-\ew York one out o f fo urteen, all() in 
~\:[assa chusetts o ne out of ten . In \11/is­
consin a nd \l" ichigan ever y e ighth person 
is of P olish descen t. 

T'OUS JI DDJICIL\-" TS 

Chicago is sa id to have mo re P oles in 
it tha n a ny o ther city in t he wo rld ex­
cept \Va rsaw and po.ss ibly L.odz. Cleve­
land ha ~ mor e thnn 40,000 Poli sh rcs i­
dems. yet 1\ ew York, P ittsburgh , P hib­
<i elphia , 1.\utYalo, Milwa uk ee. a ncl Det roit 
allbave Polish coloni es larger tban Cleve­
land 's . 

}-lo m e-ow ne rsh ip seems to be a n as­
piration o i the America n Pole; many of 
them sta r t to bu y ho uses o n the in st;l l­
ment plan befo re they begin to s peak 
Engli sh. \V it l1 la rge families an d small 
incomes, th ey arc yet rn o rc frequ ently 
home-buye rs t han na tive-born Am eri cans 
with small er fa milies and larger incomes . 

Reared in r eg.ions where the ba ttle o f 
life is less one fo r co mfo rt th a n o ne fo r 
existence, wha t see ms a hare necess it-v to 
th e Ame ri ca n laboring man may ap])ear 
a grea t lux ury to the irnrni g rant Poli sh 
peasant: consequentl y they can save on 
smal l wages. 

.-\l t llllugh in Furope by fa r the ma­
jo r ity of the Poles are engaged in agri ­
cullnre, in Amn ica they generall y set1lc 
in the cities. .1:-Jo,vever, many S ITla ll Po­
li sh co lonies ha ve been started in New 
E ng land and elsewhere. lVi ost of the 
colon ists buy abandoned fa rming lands, 

and not only rn ~lll agc to coax a li ving o ut 
of the so il w here ,\mcricans be fo re them 
could no t ge t it , but th ey actua ll y, in 
many insta nces, succeed in co1w crling the 
was te place o f yeste rd ay iutu fi elds o f 
plenty. 

!\ VJCTll\I OF 1 2'\D.l\.' ILJ C.\J, l S~l 

P oland cl isappearecl f rom the fam ily 
of na tion s a victim of he r o wn ind iv icl ua l­
ism. Although they co ns ti t uted on ly o ne­
twentiet h u f the popul:l.tio n. the nubks 
arrogated to t hem selves the righ t o f rul ­
ing eve rything. G ranti11g no fo rm o f 
fr eedom to the peasa ntry. they ye t loved 
the ir ow n fr eedom so cxcess iYch· that 
no thing could be do ne wi thou t t il (~ 'una ni­
mous conse nt of 1 he nobl e;:; . Th ere was 
no such a thing a s the rule of the ma­
jo rity. 

_,\ single one 1)f a thnu sand nohl es 
might set at nought the \Y ill o f the other 
999· Unan imous con sent could seldulll 
be obtained fo r any Yi ta l pro pos iti n n, and 
so Pola nd g rew weak whil e Ru s~ ia and 
Pru ss ia and Aus tri a were g rO\\·ing s trong. 
I n an age ,,·hen imer natiunal 1 ~1\\. was 
w ri t in l il e one phra:;e , "I ,e l: h im take who 
has th e po we r, a nd le t h im keep who 
can," th e gTow ing weakness o f Poland 
and th e g rowing strengt h of t he o th er 
countries very naturall y res ulte d in Po­
Ja nel 's fall. 

I-Ja ving los t her all, P oland h a il ed tim 
ri ~e o f ?\'apolcon as an opportu n ity to 
rega in it. T ens o f thou sa nds o f l1e 1· peo~ 
pie en listed und er the b:lllne r of t he g reat 
Co rsit·a n. :wr\ Pola nd po llrcd out un ­
slin re<i lv <)f her rc~O t11TC ~ "[ n JC II. mo ncv, 
a nd mttn it i•Jn~ tn :1id Ll w t·au :::c o f tli c 
F r ;111 Ce that lhey hoped wou ld del ive r 
her. Hut when l\apoleo n retreated from 
Moscow the h!)pes o f F'olaml clcclinc:d, 
and \Nate rloo iinally replaced ta ng ible 
hope w it h an in tangible cl rea m. 

Th e I ndexes fo r Volumes XXV a nd XXV I o f Lh e 'J :\'1' 10:-i .\ T. Gc:ocRA L' IIlC 
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