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In a world today where words such as 
"courage" and "heroism" have been so 
overused -- applied freely from sports to 
entertainment to politics -- as to be rendered 
practically meaningless, Jan Karski was the 
rare human being who embodied both.
He put his life on the line repeatedly in 
defense of higher principles -- the struggle 
against Nazism and the defense of his 
homeland, Poland. He carried with him all his 
life the physical scars of his experience, 
including the wrists he slit in an attempted 
suicide after prolonged beating by his Nazi 
captors.  D. Harris, Executive Director, AJC, & Sr Associate, St. Antony's College, Oxford (2009-11)





Jan Karski -- “Humanity’s Hero”

Karski’s secret mission was to 
inform the world about his 
eye-witness accounts of the 
systematic murder of the 
Jewish people during WWII.



Karski made several 
clandestine trips between 
France, Britain and Poland. 
During one such mission in 
July 1940 he was arrested by 
the Gestapo and severely
tortured. 



In 1942-1943 Karski
reported to the Polish 
government in exile and 
the Western allies about 
the Nazi-German 
extermination camps in 
occupied Poland.



Kozielewski Karski



Jan Karski’s report to the Polish 
Government in London, 1942:

“... never in the history of 
mankind, never anywhere 
in the realm of human 
relations, did anything 
occur to compare with 
what was inflicted on the 
Jewish population of 
Poland… I saw horrible 
things.”

Source: Karski website by Zbigniew Stanczyk:  
http://www.zbigniewstanczyk.com/Jan-Karski.html



http://www.zbigniewstanczyk.com/Jan-Karski.html

“…close contact with [Karski] gave me a better 
insight into the mission he undertook during 
World War II.”   --Zbigniew Stanczyk (Hoover 
Institute, Stanford)

Zbigniew Stanczyk wrote the script & prepared 
documents for a Karski exhibition that debuted in 
New York City in 2007, during the unveiling of a 
Karski statue at the Polish Consulate in 
Manhattan.



In July 1943 Karski personally 
reported to Roosevelt about 
the situation in Poland. Karski
emphasized to Roosevelt that 
Jewish suffering was of an 
incomprehensible magnitude.

“Your story is very important.  I’m glad I heard it...”
FDR upon meeting with Jan Karski in the Summer 
of 1943



But Karski’s story about 
Soviet intentions vis-à-vis
Poland was not convenient 
to the leaders of the 
Western Alliance.  Karski’s
story was largely ignored by 
the allies.



“Nothing important 
happened as a result of my 
mission.  It didn’t do any 
good.”  --Karski



Karski was haunted by the 
question: "Why was nothing 
done, when there was still 
time to save millions of 
human beings?" 



Poland’s allies handed 
Poland to the Soviets.  

(For Poles, the war ended 
in 1989.)





The Consulate of the 
Republic of Poland in 
Los Angeles has offered to 
share with San Francisco a 
wonderful educational 
exhibit about Jan Karski. 



Jan Karski and his story 
continue to fascinate and 
inspire. In 1995, a biography 
was published, Karski: How 
One Man Tried to Stop the 
Holocaust.  Co-author, Tom 
Wood spent many hours with 
Jan Karski.





Karski’s 1944 account, Story of a 
Secret State: My Report to the 
World, was re-released March 
2013 by Georgetown University 
Press, with an introduction by 
M. Albright, a biographical essay 
by T. Snyder, and an Afterword by 
Z. Brzezinski.





The Karski exhibit has been 
produced by the Polish History 
Museum in partnership with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Poland.  The exhibit 
“THE WORLD KNEW: Jan Karski’s
Mission for Humanity” was on 
view in February 2013 at the 
United Nations Visitors’ Lobby.



The multimedia exhibition follows 
Karski's life from pre-war school 
days and the start of his promising 
diplomatic career to the dramatic 
events of the Second World War 
and his subsequent life in the 
United States.







“The Karski exhibit lays out the 
captivating background of Polish 
native Jan Kozielewski, a Roman 
Catholic, who under the assumed 
name of Jan Karski served as a 
courier for the Polish Underground
State and informed Allied leaders 
about Nazi Germany’s ongoing 
extermination of the Jews.”



Karski attained United 
States citizenship and was 
named an honorary citizen 
of Israel.  He is honored as 
one of the Righteous Among 
the Nations.



The Karski exhibit has 
been translated into 
several languages, and 
will travel to many parts 
of the world.  The Polish 
version opened March 
8th in Warsaw.



Exhibition at the Sejm, the Polish Parliament; 
Ewa Kopacz, Speaker of the lower chamber



Official opening “Jan Karski: THE WORLD KNEW”, 
Warsaw, Poland, 8 March 2013



Tribute to Jan Karski
Washington, D.C.

Featuring The Hon. Madeleine Albright, 
Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski, 

Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf & 
Rabbi Harold White

Monday, March 18, 2013

http://www.georgetown.edu/news/jan-karski-tribute.html



http://www.georgetown.edu/news/jan-karski-tribute.html



Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf, who participated in the 
Washington, D.C. Karski Tribute, was in San Francisco in 
March for the Global Technology Symposium and for 
“POLAND DAY”  (US-Polish Trade Council)



The Museum of Polish History & 
the Google Cultural Institute --

Online Karski Exhibition 
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/#!exhibit:exhibitId=QR_UaCtP

“I was an insignificant little man. My mission was important.”



2014 will be the “Year of Jan Karski” in 
Poland.

A feature-length film is being made 
about Karski: 

“Karski & The Lords of Humanity”

YouTube Preview of the Karski film:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dchbU6mCLpQ&list=PL13FBC1E58EA0AFD4&index=1



Another Karski Exhibit



The acclaimed exhibit, 
organized by the Polish 
government, will open in 
Chicago at the Polish 
Museum of America on 
April 26th.  



San Francisco has 
the opportunity to 
be part of this 
exciting journey.



“Jan Karski is a hero not just for 
our times, but for all times. He 
represents the best in humanity 
and the collective will of a nation 
that would not collaborate or 
submit.”

--Irene Tomaszewski
Cosmopolitan Review
www.cosmopolitanReview.com
www.PolandInTheRockies.com



After the War, Karski worked for 
Radio Free Europe and as a 
security advisor to Presidents 
Carter and Ronald Reagan.

“He was a hero to thousands of 
people”  --Elie Wiesel





Honored by the 
International Raoul Wallenberg 

Foundation in 2001

Karski infiltrated the Warsaw ghetto
as well as concentration camps. 
Horrified by what he saw, he
resolved to tell the world what was 
going on, long before the “Final 
Solution” was publicly known.



Jan Karski was 
posthumously awarded 
the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom in 2012 by 
President Barack Obama.





“We must tell our children about how 
this evil was allowed to happen—
because so many people succumbed to 
their darkest instincts…    But let us also
tell our children about the Righteous 
Among the Nations. Among them was 
Jan Karski—a young Polish Catholic—
who…  told the truth, all the way to 
President Roosevelt himself.”

--US President Barack Obama, April 23, 2012



Our  local Honorary Polish Consul and 
Bay Area philanthropist, Tad Taube, 
who was born in Kraków, and who, with 
Honorary Consul Christopher Kerosky,
established a Sister Cities relationship 
between Kraków and San Francisco, has 
a special interest in Polish rescuers of 
Jews.  San Francisco’s Honorary Polish 
Consul, Christopher Kerosky, of Polish 
heritage, was fortunate to meet Karski.



The exhibit consists 
of 4 large 

segmented boards, 
double-sided

Two have 6 panels
Two have 5 panels



about 18-feet wide and 6.5 feet tall



about 15-feet wide and 6.5 feet tall



CHICAGO



Jan Karski Educational Foundation





Sponsored by the San Francisco –
Kraków Sister Cities Association, 

The Polish Consulate, and 
The University of San Francisco

www.sfKrakow.org

Co-author, E. Thomas Wood, will be in 
San Francisco April 24th to talk about his 
book, Karski: How One Man Tried to Stop 
the Holocaust





In April 2013, during 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Month, San Francisco has the  
opportunity to acknowledge a 
Pole, an American and a hero 
who tried his best to stop the 
Holocaust -- Jan Karski



City Hall, like the 
United Nations, would 
be an ideal venue for 
a 2- to 4-week 
engagement for this 
exhibit



MANY THANKS to veterans 
Paul Cox, Stephen S. Noetzel, 

Eduardo Ramirez & the 
American Legion Posts 

for supporting the 
Karski Exhibit with

Supervisor Malia Cohen



THANK YOU for your interest 
in Jan Karski, and for any 
assistance you can offer in 
helping us find a venue for 
“The World Knew: Jan Karski’s
Mission for Humanity”!  

Slideshow by:  Maureen Mroczek Morris



The United Nations Conference 
was held in San Francisco in 1945:

To appease the Soviet Union
Poland was not “seated”

Representatives of the Polish 
government in exile were not allowed to 
participate in the founding conference 
of the United Nations in San Francisco

Post Script



History of the empty chair: 
A Conference in 
San Francisco and the 
Polish (1945-1946),  
Aleksander Bregman



In 1945 Arthur Rubinstein (a Polish Jew)… 
was invited to the inauguration of the 
United Nations in San Francisco and was 
asked to play in the San Francisco Opera 
House, where the representatives of all the 
member nations were assembled… 
since among the flags he did not see that of 
Poland, he began his concert with the 
Polish national anthem. This courageous 
gesture engraved his name in the grateful 
memory of all Poles and was received with a 
standing ovation.







The following photos & documents are 
from the Karski collection at the 

Hoover Institute, Stanford University

Curated by 
Zbigniew Stanczyk



1935



1938



1938



1944









Invitation from President Ronald Reagan







Karski Presentation Committee

Maureen Mroczek Morris, Consular Assistant; 
Treasurer, San Francisco-Kraków Sister Cities
Tel: 415.731.5855;  Email: maureenm@sbcglobal.net

John Henry Fullen, President, San Francisco-
Kraków Sister Cities Association

Zbigniew Stanczyk, Curator, Jan Karski Exhibit; 
Film Consultant

F. Chopin:  Nocturne in E flat Major op. 9 n.2







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OHYWoAjcgY











Koniec

The End


