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BEGAN CAREER IN
SAN FRANCISCO

Modjeska Pledged Allegiance
to California as Her
Home State.
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AMUSEMENTS.

CaLiFORNIA TARATER.~Huinlet was given
tast evening for Jokn MeCullough’s beue-
f£t. Al tne seats in the house were occn-
pied, and persens were standing in both
dress cirele and gallery. The principal
attraction was the ** Ophelia”’ of Madame

Modjecka. Asregards the lady, her rocep-
Lion was in the nature of a triumph. How
much was due to gentie womanhood, und
how much to berskiil as an aciresr, must
be decided in 1ess enthusiastic and more
critical momeniws. Full justice was done
by her to the sweetness and beanty of one
of Shukespeare’ loveliest, thouzh by no
means one of his strongest creations. The
first ecene with ** Polonins ™ and *'Laertes”
was given with great tenderness, and that
with **Hamlet * with touching pathes, The
mad scenc was in_Polizh, and had much
that was new both in sentiment and aetion.
It affected the audience profoundly, and
elicited two tumaltuous recalls and nu-
merous floral tributes. “‘Ophelia” isnota
part that demands the exhibition of com-
mandine stoge qualities. As a ceneral
criticism on the performance, it may there-
fore be said that Madame Modjes-
ka very nearly reslizes the ideal of
the character, and that she lends
to its various yphusges all her superior
knowledge of stage requirements, and all
her many praces of tnind and manner. But
there are other actresses on the American
stage who are, as > Ophelis,” in most re-
speets her equal, and in somoe her superior.
Her singing of tho incidentsl sonzs was
better than that woe often hear. A very
graceintl act, and one which was goeperaily
recoznized Dy the audience, wus the giving
ot a basket of flowers to John MeCulloush
at thoend of the second 2ct. Awmong the
xifts wnich sho herself received was a tiorul
Crown,

Max Strakosch arrives by the overiand
train to-night.




The following Founding Members of the
Polish Society of California,
(which is one of the three owners of the Polish Club)
were Friends of Helena Modjeska

Rudolf Korwin Piotrowski, Captain Kazimierz (Casimir) Bielawski,
Dr. Wiadistaw (Ladislaus) Pawlicki, Aleksander Bednawski,
Captain F. Theophilus Lessen

282 MEMORIES AND IMPRESSIONS

come to greet us. At the head of the group was Captain
Korwin Piotrowski; the prototype of Sienkiewicz’s ‘‘Zag-
loba,” and with him were Captain Bielawski, Dr. Pawlicki,
General Kryzanowski, Horain, Bednawkki, and Captain
Lessen. I mention all these gentlemen because they were
more or less connected with my début on the American
stage. Our joy at meeting these countrymen was great,
and the greetings exchanged quite demonstrative. There
surely exists a sort of freemasonry between” people of the
same class or education, especially as in the present case,

who knew him. It was an original and curious relation
that bound him to his friends, Captain Piotrowski and Dr.
Pawlicki. The former had aristocratic leanings and preju-
dices, and the latter, the doctor, was a staunch Catholie.
The whole time they were of different opinions and were
very hot in their discussions, but when it came to action,
they all went hand in hand. They all three were the soul

Helena Modjeska Donates Books

to Rudolf Korwin Piotrowski for The Society of Poles in America

Current opinion: Volume 46 - Page 668

But the East with its new laurels lured
“our lady” from her Californian friends. Her
brilliant success never eclipsed her gratitude
to her compatriots and to California, the scene
of her early triumphs: and it was there that
she died. Before her departure, she presented
Captain Piotrowski with her carefully chosen
library consisting of more than four hundred
volumes, with the stipulation that after his
death it was to pass into the possession of
“The Society of Poles in America.” The
doughty Captain, however, conveyed the lib-
rary to the society at once, “that nobody
should lie in wait for his death.”

I




Number of Poles in California in 1894
Source: The Charities of San Francisco, A Directory... Prepared by
C.K. Jenness. Leland Stanford Jr. University, 1894
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SOCIETY OF POLES OF CALIFORNIA. 18 Hickory
avenue; Secretary, Alex. Bednaviski. Object: Assistance of
needy Poles. The only source of income, besides the initiation
fee, $1.00, is the monthly dues of 50 cents per member, Present
number of members, 20, Total number of Poles in San Fran-
cisco, 120 ; in other parts of the State, 40. Organized 1873.

August 28, 1877, Paper: Indianapolis Sentinel

Bax Fraxcirco s elated over the idea cf‘
having a real I'olish countess on the stage
of the|California|theater] Madane Modjeska |
only studied the KEnglish langusge nine
months before appearing as “Adrienne
*Lecournio™ E£he {s favorabiy likened to
Ristori and Rachel New York eriticy are
getting out their literary wvitera) 1o throw
upon ber when she rppears eaat,

Date: October 17, 1877, Location: Nevada, Territorial Enterprise
Mo josln,

Madam Helen Modjoska (the Countess

Bozonta) will open at National Guard Hall

on Monday evening, Modjeska is ranked

&g tho finest actreas on tho stage. Tho re-
markablo sensation she produced at the
California| Thesator| i3 still fresh in tho
minds of most of the people. On Monday
and Tucsday ovenings she gives hor mas-
torpieco, ‘* Adriocnne Lecouvrour,” Wed-
nexday and Thursday “*Romeo and Juliet,”
aund on Uriday ** Camilie,” with ““Adricnne
Lecouvreur ” as a farewell porformance
Saturday cvening.




7 May 1894, SF Call
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Dr. 2ud Mrs. Pawlicke will give . matinee tea
rext Wednesday at tbheir residence, 1119 Van
Ness avenue, to the talented actress, Mme.
Blodjeska.
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14 May 1894, SF Call

S e e S
to 8. A0u jes _ - HUS-
pand. Count Bozenta, by Dr. and Mrs, Pawliek)
at their resiaence, 1110V an Ness avenue, mﬁ]
d{'uw‘}ng-mnnas :'::: 13: salon were -
ally decorate gﬂm

season and looked. 11ke A fairy

sboil oIk malze sntigue eh lralh: tne seemed
sheil pin ant train, 8 :
delighted in meeting her old and mﬁ "I'II*
;ll;m mm“i'tﬂilliiIﬂ pleasant mmmhmd in
= ! | i { [i
mﬂimﬁ reciiations and vocal and instru-
mental musie. The elite of the city were in at-

he ; |
tenda and all were delighted with the
en_lrmnl;;'_ hospitality of their bost and no

20 August 1896, SF Chronicle ‘

Madame Helene Modjeska. the actrees, rharming as ever, slender. graceful,
fair and slow-speaking, is visiting 8an Francisco. This time she comes as a pri-
Vale personage, accompanied nnly by her husband, Count Charles Bosenta Chtap-
owsk!. and a Polish mald. The trio are the guests of Captain Cassimir Bielawski,
20y California street, and will remalin but & few days.



6 Jan 1897, SF Call

MADAMIE MODJESKA HERE

The Actress Arrived From
Her “Ranch” Yesterday
Morning.

L1

In Her Company Are Mrs. Eigerton
and Miss Frances Jolliffs of
This City.

Mme. Mod jaska arrived from her home
near Los Angeles yvesterday morning and
is at present at the residence of Dr.
Pawlicki, 1119 Van Ness avenue. The
favoiite actress is accompanied by ber
busband, Count Charles Bozenta.

San Francisco Call, Volume 81, Number 69, 7 February 1897
Town that Modjeska Loved Best

JHEN the history of contempo-

rary drams comes to be writ-
e\wn BEN EENNENSS  will be

P oudl} set down as the town that!

Helene B 10ved best, It was EEN
NS that first recognized her talent,

and when, afier nearly twenty years oli
triumphs, the great aciress, enfeebled by
a long and wearing illness, wants to try
her pinions again, it is to i NS
that she comes as to an old (riena. And
what an ovation awaited her! They say




Oakland Tribune - January 26, 1930, Oakland, California

With hee dabut tn San I'ranelses
tho fate of the family changed.
After the first night sha gigned A
contract with Harry Sargent io
tour tho Enited Statex at F30.000
a year ang.all expenses pald. That
was an enormous sum [n 1877,

27 June 1897, SF Chronicle
Recalls Modjeska stay in SF with Kazimierz Bielawski in 1877

rine

Mme. Modjeska came up from Bouth-
ern C(alifornia to San Francisco, and
taking up her aboge with a Polish
nahleman, Mr, Bielawski, who has been
for many years & resident of this city,
she hegan the study of the English lan-
guage, and finally made her debut in
cvadrienne Lecouvreur,” with what suc-
ress W flready know,

Evening News, 1 June 1909 Modjeska’s English Teacher and friend,
Johanna Tucholsky, Dies (In Garden City near San Jose)



