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1*ULSION OF POLES.

(e Action of tho Prusslan Guvern-
ment Criticiem],

Durlng tho past few months the civllized
world has Leen startled by the harsh pro-
ccedings  of tho DPrussian Government
against Inoflensive I'olish cltizeus, whoso
only crime is that they bappen not to have
been born on  Prussian eoll and arcof a
race different frowm that of the iron-handed
statesman who Lolds in his heods the des-
 tinfes of the Germuan cmpire, The 1st of
October has been appolated as tue day on
which the last of these unfortunate Polish
cxiles must leave Prussian soll. The
following article in the Dzicnnit Foznanski
of tho 30th of Soptember, under the head-
iug “Tho First Day ot October,” has teca
furnished us by Alexander Bednosvak, Sec-
retary of the Follsh Soclely of Culifornla,
and throws some light on the feelings of
tho expelled Poles. Tho papurssys: “The
1st day of the eusuing mouth, which opens
the sad aud melancholy scason of autumn,
1s becomiag to us this time the saddest date
in the preszut deplorable period of our
natfoual extstence. \With the 1st of Octo-
ber Leglus the term assigned for the invol-
untary pligrimage, o which the blind
policy that cares not for the cousequences
of its own acts, after haviug copied exam-
ples dzom the darkest cpochs of uman his-
tory, condemns over 30,000 of our Polish
counteymen uot possesstug the rights of
German ontizeuship,

“There s no nced that wo should speak
out our fecllugs over it oo this occas:on.
W say only thia much, thatif oursyuipathy
with those who are atlected by this decree
of tanishment i3 strong, deeper ttiil and
moro pajufut {8 our feeling over the insult
contalued 1n these terrible proceediugs
sgalust the lifo of our nation, luanage of
eulightenent, civilization, progruss of bu-
man and natonal icas, to be degraded,
for the ouly reason of beinga nutivn sod
posscssing & consclousness of our national
exiatence, to the ranks of pariabs, Jews end
grpeles—the tribes and races coujoying o sad
privilege of Lelng the object ol per-
sccution—ig tho height of all injuries, lea
stinr stuck by the ouemy's hand {otoovur
hearls, the mweatory of which may acver be
loat, not even then when 1t ehall cease to
cause us pain {mmediately,

*The expulaion of our lunocent couniry.
men is today an accomplished blistonical
fact. It hos written itself gloomily vn tho
pagos of nlstory aud has bought its way Into
the brotherly asauclation of simiias barbar:
Ities, whether borrowed fros the praciico of
the Assyrian kiugs, of Diocletian, oraPhilip
111 or Louls X1V. From to-day it will oot
be lawful fuor the Germen schoulmuster to
teacn his pupils to fecl a just ludignation at
the expulsion of the Spanish Moors orat
the proscripaton of the Fronch liuguenots,
From this dry all such ‘uoble’ decds swill
recelve thelr rehabilitation through the all-
absosbing ples of State’s rcason. Not for
the first 1ime lo<iay do we take the iiberty
of remlinding that ways and means of di-
vine l'rovidenco are hiddeu; that itolten
permits the existence of crrord and excesses
of puswer to sbow us manifesily 1ts worth in
the world; that turouzh thurny paths and
zloomy darkne»s it leads the persecuted and !
proscribed oues into the bright lignt of
Jay. Who knows but that there was need -
of & meastire 60 glariog, 50 unjust and o .
painful oven {o the moat inditterent hicarty,
1 o:der to awaken tho blunted conscivuces,
to stir up tho wmiude and cauae thew Lo re-
fiect anid give an answer to the -xucﬂluu:
What isit that these Poles ace sutlering so
severely toc? Wliat fa thelr guily, thefrsin?
And If they are really gailty, is not tho pen-
alty and penanco dealt_out by the perse-
cuting hund teo exceseive and above all
mensnure ?

“In eplite of the moral fudifference of the
world, wo can s&y, with a full couviction of
the trutd of our assertion, that suchu retize-
\lon over our present condition beglus
slotrly to pave ita way and to find a wider
scope amidst the public opnion of Europe.
Asa proof ot thig assertion may scrve the
staund taken by the great majurity ot tle
Germau press u this matter and the giti-
titde of the whole European press, with the
exception of the orgaus, of winch theirown
countrymen know well and cvon loudly
proclatm *that money nasled their reason
and lcarls astray.’ lerhsps it was neces-
sary that tho atcoug and brutal ‘jron’
should strike agalnet the coid Kussian flint-
stone in order 10 draw even {ron it o spark
of sympathy for the injured, a spurk of 3
Slav gonaciominéss that has been aroused
by thia beutual lusult,

“If §tis lrue, o3 we are saying, thctthe
height or an Injury usually begins, by a
natural revulsion, to calt forth a reaction in
the consclenoe ot pubile opinion, then we
may be stiowed to say, furtber, that ac all
ovelts our poor couutryisen atlected by
this proscripiion do not autler in vala, and
that by tbe great saccliice thoy maske In
rer:on. family ana prnrcrty they are brivg-

ug the prowmise of & dbrlghter future for the

wholc nation. Thelr present sacrifico shall
not pass away, with God's help, witbout
sdvantage to tho natfon’s future. Express-
ing this conviction, and trusting 1o the de-
crees W morclful providence, visible in tho
history of mankind, ever measuriug out its
tinal justice, %o would not be men, much
less i'oles, when effected by this historio-
sophic prospect, should we notgriovu in our
hearts over whet wo look on, without en-
deavoring, according to our best means and
abilitles, 10 mitiats nud to tessen this terrf-
ble blow thiat hias been struck at the mauy
thousands of our poor countrymctl.

“Qur hearts bleed st the sight of thou-
sands of chiidren, women, old mon and
crtipples wandering away with a gloomy,
sad and tearful teamn, pushed ou by the
hand of the *higher civilization® toward
an unknown future uod az uncertaln fate.

* We bld our unhappy counirymen fare
well, with hearty wishes thatthe evii which
atllicts them now may tura into good. We
take lcave of them with a strong aud wanly
resolution 1o remember them furilier, to bo
mindful of tho ussistauce we can give them
st:i], and tho hetp we are still able to atford
them by defcuding thelr injured rights on
the parlizwmentary platiornr.

* Farewell, then, you unliappy brethrom,
struck down by tho iron hand of pursecu-
tion, tarewel}; but, God graot, not forever!
Tho wroag foflicted ou you was aiso In.
fiicted on us, aud what you aro for ua aud
we are 10 you, even those who have de-
stroved our potitical lndependunce bave
themaselves in the moment of honest and
better inspiratiou (Congress of  Vienua,
1815) puolicly declared, saying: *‘The

h o ha decided over tho fate
of Poiand acknowiedze that this great
family has Leen torn asandor by the con-
currenco of political events. But it is their
will that the family tie of the Polish nation
should atiil exist and Lo Lept ujp under tho
three diferent Goverumcuts, Kuasia, Aus-
tria and Prussia, to whom they ara now
subjucted.’ ‘God grant that this truth
spcken of us, though not by ourselves,
may temain a truth. In this conviction
aud In the bope of a8 better futnre, wo say
ouce morcto our uohappy exiles, farewell
tfll we sce you aguiu, which God graut
us be very soon.' "

DBy order ot the Pollsh Socicty of Cali-
forufa.
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