
Aleksander Bednawski  
http://pl.cyclopaedia.net/wiki/Aleksander_Bednawski 

 
Bednawski Alexander (born November 20, 1813 in the village Hulcze, d. July 14, 1901 in 
San Francisco, CA ) - participant of the November Uprising, publicist. He attended schools in 
Szczebrzeszyn.  In the November Uprising, for their great courage attained the rank of officer (10th 
division, lancers). After the uprising he fled to Galicia, but the Russians released in 1838 was drafted 
into the Russian army in the Caucasus. From there, initially fled to Turkey, where for a time he was 
deputy director Michał Czajkowski founded by the Polish colony in Adampol, and then in 1845 to 
France, where he worked on the construction of canals and railroads.  In 1851, as a result of 
persecution for spreading his radical views [Polish Democratic Society], he emigrated to the United 
States. Initially, he worked in this country and Canada for the construction of railways, and since 1862 
was the surveyor in the register office in Cincinnati. Driven by nostalgia for the country, he returned in 
1869 to Europe, but not being able to find positions here again emigrated to the United States, where 
he took citizenship and lived successively in Cincinnati, Chicago and San Francisco.  During his time 
in exile worked with local dailies and periodicals in Poland. He wrote, among other things: "Memoirs 
of history", "Expedition to Siberia", "Last moments spy " (Chicago 1873)," California" ("The 
Wanderer", 1883, No. 1057 and 1060). 
 
This is a Google-translated excerpt from the article Alexander Bednawski the free encyclopedia 
Wikipedia. On Wikipedia there is a list of authors. 
 
Aleksander Bednawski (ur. 20 listopada 1813 we wsi Hulcze, zm. 14 lipca 1901 w San Francisco) – 
uczestnik powstania listopadowego, publicysta. 
 Do szkół uczęszczał w Szczebrzeszynie. W powstaniu listopadowym, za okazaną odwagę dosłużył 
się stopnia oficerskiego. Po upadku powstania zbiegł do Galicji, ale wydany Rosjanom został w 1838 
roku wcielony do wojska rosyjskiego na Kaukazie. Stamtąd zbiegł początkowo do Turcji, gdzie przez 
czas pewien był zastępcą dyrektora założonej przez Michała Czajkowskiego kolonii polskiej w 
Adampolu, a następnie w 1845 roku do Francji, gdzie pracował przy budowie kanałów i kolei. 
 W 1851 roku, wskutek szykan za szerzenie przez niego radykalnych poglądów, wyemigrował do 
Stanów Zjednoczonych. Początkowo pracował na terenie tego kraju i Kanady przy budowie kolei, a 
od 1862 roku był geometrą w urzędzie katastralnym w Cincinnati. Powodowany tęsknotą do kraju, 
wrócił w 1869 roku do Europy, ale nie mogąc znaleźć tu stanowiska wyemigrował ponownie do USA, 
gdzie przyjął obywatelstwo i mieszkał kolejno w Cincinnati, Chicago i San Francisco. 
 W czasie pobytu na emigracji współpracował z tamtejszymi dziennikami polskimi oraz czasopismami 
w kraju. Napisał między innymi: „Wspomnienia historyczne”, „Wyprawa na Sybir”,” Ostatnie chwile 
szpiega” (Chicago 1873), „Kalifornia” („Wędrowiec”, 1883, nr 1057 i 1060). 
 
Jest to fragment artykułu Aleksander Bednawski z darmowej encyklopedii Wikipedia. Na Wikipedii 
dostępna jest lista autorów. 
 
 
 
 
SEE NEXT PAGE



Born:  Feb, or November 9 or 20, 1812 or 1813 in Hulcze, Poland  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1840s, France 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



A Bednawski  

Canada Census, 1851 

birth: 1811 Poland 

residence: 1851 Brompton, Sherbrooke County, Canada East (Quebec), Canada 
 

  

Brompton, Sherbrooke County, Quebec, Canada 

 
 
1852:   
Superintendent of the Saint Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad 
The St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad, known as St-Laurent et Atlantique Quebec in Canada, is a 
short line railway operating between Portland, Maine on the Atlantic Ocean and Montreal, Quebec on 
the St. Lawrence River. 
 
1857:  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
 
1858:  Hamilton Co., Ohio (naturalization, June 25, 1858)  common pleas 
 
 

Name: Alexander Bednawsky 

Arrival year: 1830-1869 

Arrival Place: Cincinnati, Ohio 

Primary Immigrant: Bednawsky, Alexander 



Source Publication 
Code: 5723 

                                                                                            

Name: Alexander Bednawski 

Arrival year: 1830-1869 

Arrival Place: Cincinnati, Ohio 

Primary Immigrant: Bednawski, Alexander 

Source Publication 
Code: 5723 

1859: 

 
 
1860 (Census Record), Cincinnati, Hamilton Co., Ohio: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
1861: 

 
 
 
1862-1863:  Civil War ??? 



 
1864: 

   
 
1865: 

 
 
1866: 

 
 
1867: 

 
 The Little Miami Railroad was the second railroad to be built in Ohio. The state legislature granted the Little Miami 
Railroad Company a charter in March 1836. The purpose was to connect the city of Cincinnati to Springfield. The line was 
completed between 1837 and 1848. The company financed the railroad's construction through pledges from both the 
state government and local governments. Linkages to other railroads in the years preceding the American Civil War 
established a network that linked most of Ohio, as well as many other parts of the country. 
In the years following the Civil War, the Little Miami Railroad experienced the same type of problems that other small lines 
faced. Enormous railroad corporations were taking over the smaller lines and incorporating them into their networks. In 
1870, the Little Miami Railroad leased most of its line to the Pennsylvania Railroad system as part of a ninety-nine-year 
agreement. This lease was renewed once again in 1968. 
 
1868: 

 
The Little Miami joined the Cincinnati and Indiana Railroad in 1862 in building track along the riverfront in Cincinnati to link 
their two depots. The LMRR and the C&X then bought the Dayton, Xenia and Belpre Railroad in January 1865. 
 
1869: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Passport Application, Cincinnati, Ohio (1869) 

 



 
1870:   

   
 

 
 
1873:  Chicago, Illinois 

 
 

 Chicago (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



1874:  1573 Folsom Street 

 
 
1875:  Chicago, Illinois 

 
 
 
Bednawski came to California in 1875 
 
 
Vice-Chairman, Polish Society of California 

 
 
 
 



   
Poles in San Francisco (1875).  Kpt. RK Piotrowski, Kpt. F.T. Lessen, A. Bednawski 

302 Davis St. 



1876:   
Vice-President “of the meeting” 

  
Mssrs. Julian Uszyński, Julian Horain, Karol Wilkanowski, Leon Bronisław von Łąski, Włodzimierz Krzyżanowski,  
Konstanty Wiktor Engelman or Max Engelman, Dr. Szotski  

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=DAC18761201.2.20&srpos=1&dliv=none&e=------187-en--20--1--txt-txIN-Poland+Bednawski----1876---1 
 

                                                                                  
 

Alexander Bednawski  

California, Great Registers 

 31 Oct 1876 1573 Folsom 11, San Francisco, California, United States 

birth: 1816 Poland 
 

 



 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          R Korwin Piotrowski, FT Lessen, A Bednawski 
 
 
 



 
1877:   

 
 
Letter from Bednawski to Modjeska 
http://www.PolishClubSF.org/25BednawskiToModjeska 
 
1878:  First Vice-President, Polish Society of California / 108 11th St. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
1879:  Surveyor and Draftsman; 1032 Market St. 

 
 
1880:  Civil Engineer; 1032 Market St. / 16 Clinton 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
1881:  Residence; 16 Clinton Park; Civil Engineer 

 
 

 
 
1882:  Residence; 16 Clinton Park; Civil Engineer 

 
 



1883:  Residence; 16 Clinton Park; Civil Engineer; Secretary and Librarian 

 

 
 

    



 
 

Rev. Dr. Schultz, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
 
Boże coś polskę 
 
Muzio and Krynski 2925 Mission St. 
 
Dr. Pawlicki 
 
Portrait of Mrs. Somolinski of Chicago 
 
Aleks Bednawski, Piasecki, … 
Czarnecki, J. Paudler, Ditrich, 
F. Lesson, Horain, … L. Krynski, 
Kopankiewicz, Nowacki, Swoboda, et al. 



1884:  Secretary and Librarian 

 
 
1885:  Residence; 16 Clinton Park; Surveyor; Secretary 

 

  
 

 



 
 



1886:  Residence; 16 Clinton Park; Secretary & Librarian, Polish Society of California 

   
San Francisco Bulletin, 3 Nov. 1886 

 
Alexander Bednawski of this city took part in the Polish struggle for independence.  He is an old man 
but in good health and is the Secretary of the Polish Society. 
 
 

  
 
 
“A Polish Celebration”:  Kazimierz Bielawski, Aleksander Bednawski (veteran), Łucas Kryński  
(2925 Mission Street), Józef Paudler, Albert Wichrowski 
 

Bednawski:  1830 Uprising 
and American Civil War 



 
13 July 1886 
Letter from San Francisco 
Aleksander Bednawski 
 

Kuryer Lwowski (Lemberger Courier) 13. Juli 1886 
 

 

     



Kuryer Lwowski (Lemberger Courier) 14. Juli 1886 
 

 

 
    
 
 
 



504 Franklin Street 

 
 

 
 
1887:  Secretary, Polish Society of California; 1233 Market St. 

 
 

 
 

  
 
1888:  Residence; 402 Franklin St.; Secretary & Librarian, Polish Society of California; Office; 1241-1/2 Market St. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
1889:  Residence; 527 Octavia St.; Secretary, Polish Society of California 

 
 
1890:  Residence; 527 Octavia St.; Secretary, Polish Society of California 

 
 

 



Alexander Bednawski  

California, Great Registers 

 08 Aug            1890     825 Grove, San Francisco, California, United States 
 1820                   

   
 

 
1890-91:  Polish Society of California (Towarzystwo Polakow w Kalifornii).  
Organized January 28, 1873. Met at their rooms, 1241 ½ Market street. Objects were social, literary 
and benevolent. 
 

 
 
 
 
SEE NEXT PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1891 

 
 
1892:  Residence; 823 Grove St.; Office; 1241-1/2 Market St.; Secretary, Polish Society of California 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Dziennik Chicagoski 

 
 

 



1893:  Residence; 18 Hickory Ave.; Secretary, Polish Society of California 

 
 

 
 
1894:  Residence; 18 Hickory Ave.; Secretary, Polish Society of California 

 
 

 
 
1895:  See next page 



   
 
1896:    

 
 
 
1897:  823 Grove St.; late Secretary, Polish Society of California 

 
 
1898:  823 Grove St. 

 
 
1899:  823 Grove St. 

  
 

 



1900:  823 Grove St. 

 
Census Record: 

Note that Alexander is listed as “Widowed” 
 

Name Alexander Bednawski  

Event Type Census  

Event Year 1900  

Event Place 
Precinct 13 San Francisco city Ward 37, San Francisco, 
California, United States  

Gender Male  

Age 88  

Marital Status Widowed  

Race White  

Race (Original) W  

Relationship to Head of Household Boarder  

Relationship to Head of Household 
(Original) 

Boarder  

Birth Date Feb 1812  

Birthplace Poland Austria  

Immigration Year 1850  

Father's Birthplace Poland Austria  

Mother's Birthplace Poland Austria  
 
 
 
 
 
1901:  823 Grove St. 

 
 

 
 



Age at death:  87 years, 7 months and 5 days 
Occupation:  Civil Engineer 
Place of birth:  Poland 
Social condition:  widowed 
Address:  823 Grove St. 
Date of death:  June 14, 1901 
Cause of death:  progressive debility of old age; pulmonary edema 
Physician:  Ladislaus Pawlicki 
Undertaker:  H.J. Gallagher Co. 
 

 
 
Author of Wspomnienia Sybir (Memories of Siberia) 

 
 
Author of:  Słib królewski (Royal Service) 

 
 
 

 
 
Obit for A. Bednawski written by Władysław (Ladislaus) Pawlicki in Zgoda (Chicago) 
 



    



Hulcze is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dołhobyczów, within Hrubieszów County, Lublin 
Voivodeship, in eastern Poland, close to the border with Ukraine. It lies approximately 10 kilometres south of 
Dołhobyczów, 37 km south of Hrubieszów, and 132 km south-east of the regional capital Lublin. 

Warężu  
 

 
Section F, Row 13, Area 25, Grave 4 (Photo taken by M. Mroczek Morris) 
 



 

 

 
 
Dr. Władysław Pawlicki was Aleksander Bednawski’s executor and physician.  He 
distributed money to Bedawski’s relatives in Warsaw – Jan and Władysław Bednawski.  
There was a court case in Poland between Jan and Władysław’s widow. 
 
1904 

 
 

 
 
See articles that mention Bednawski: 
http://www.polishclubsf.org/Newspapers.htm 
 
http://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleksander Bednawski 

Google translation: 



Bednawski Alexander (born November 20, 1813 in the village Hulcze, died. July 14, 1901, in 
San Francisco) - participant in the November Uprising, a journalist.  

 He attended schools in Szczebrzeszyn.  In the November Uprising, for his courage attained the 
rank of officer.  After the uprising he escaped to Galicia, but the Russians released in 1838, was 
drafted into the Russian army in the Caucasus.  From there, he fled first to Turkey, where for a 
time was deputy director founded by Michal Czajkowski Polish colony in Adampol, and then 
in 1845 to France, where he worked on the construction of canals and railways.  

 In 1851, as a result of persecution for spreading his radical views, he emigrated to the United 
States.  Initially he worked in this country and Canada in the construction of railways, and 
since 1862 he was surveyor in the register office in Cincinnati.  Driven by longing for the 
country, he returned in 1869 to Europe, but could not find a position here again emigrated to the 
USA, where he became a citizen and lived successively in Cincinnati, Chicago and 
San Francisco.  

During his stay in exile cooperated with the local dailies and magazines in the Polish country.  
He wrote, inter alia: "Historical Memoirs," "Expedition to Siberia," "Last Moments spy" 
(Chicago, 1873), "California" ("Wanderer", 1883, No. 1057 and 1060).  

 Source  

  Koczorowski SP: Bednawski Alexander, in: Polish Biographical Dictionary.  T.1, 
1935.  

  Kunaszowska H.: Biographies of participants in the November Uprising, Lviv 
1880, p. 1994-1997.  

  Modjeska (Modjeska) H.: Memoirs and Impressions, New York 1910.  
  Osada S.: History Polish National Alliance in North America.  Vol 1, Chicago, 

1957.  
  W. and T. Słabczyńscy: Dictionary of Polish travelers, Common Knowledge, 

Warsaw 1992, ISBN 83-214-0505-3  

 



 

 

  California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco 
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