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A Kew Woek upon California.

We have just been favored with an
opportunity of looking over the prooi
sheets of a small volume, which, as we
understand, is to b2 published here in a
day or two, upon the condition and pros-
pects of thia country. It is entuled
« Californiz_as it is and s it may be, or
a Gudeé to the Gald Region,” and is the
production of Dr. F. P, Wierzbicki,
some of whose views as previously pub-
lished, upon the character and struciure
of the Gold Region, we recently laid
before our readers. Dr. Wierzbicki in
we believe favorably kuewn in-the
States as an occasional contributor to
some of the acientific” Reviews. e
has been for some years past a resident
of California, and has devoted much
time and jabor to a thorough exploration
of the different portions of the country.
The book containsin a condensed and
very readable form the reault of his en-
quiries and observations. We have not
had time as yet to examine the work
thoroughly, but inso far as we have
examined it, we have formed a very fa.
vorable opinion of its merits and is
claims npon the attention of those who
are locking to California as the region
in which their fortunes are to be builded
up or their homes are to be fixed. The
work appeatsto us o comtain a greal
deal of information, well digested, well
arranged, and in a very considerable
part new, in relation to many topics of
high and general intereat.

We think that we cannot occupy a
8 portion of our columns more accept. !
ably to our readers, lhan by presenting
to them at considerable length, the au~|
thor's views upon several iinportant and |
interefting topics which have attracted |
aur attention in a very cursory perusal
of his volume. From the chapter en-
titled ** The Country anl its Resonrces,”
we extract the following remarks in
relation to

Landed Estates in Galifornia,

The landed possessions in California
may be arrauged inte three categories,
which sprang very naturally trom the
system:of the colonization of the coun-
try. There are Mission lands, Pueblo
lands and Ranchos, as they are cailed
here, but in better Spanicsh they would
be called Haciendas, and wx plain Bagiioh
grazing farm lunds of private individuals,

The seitiement of California was ow-
ing to the will of a pious Countess in
Mexica, who left an immense fortune to
christianise the heathen Inhabitants of
this country. About the year of 1670,
an expedition, led by a missionary priest,
and escorled by a company of soldiers
and settlers, landed on the shares of Cal-
ifornia. The first attempts at colonizing
the country were not successiul, but by
perszverauce in repeated efforts the Span.
iards at last succeeded in getting a foat-
hold in this land. They gathered Imlians
about them, christianized them after their
fashion, and made them manzos; soon,
with their labor, Mission tuildings were
erected, farms putin order, caltle raised,
and the Indians were instructed in vari-
ous handicrafts. Finally, ‘in course of
time, through the whele length of the
land, Missions were planfed, and flour-
ished ; the Priests grew fat and rich, and
the Indians became tame and industrious,
and were well taken care of.  The coun-
. try smiled with abundance, and the peo-
ple were happy. Soon, seitlers came
into e country and planted them-
gelves, very natarally, near the Missions,
on which, at first, they depeaded for
their worldly goous; but, by degrees,
they sprung into Pueblos, viz. lowns.
These towng had lands allotted 1o them
by leagues, Which were to be used in
common by all tae inhahitats {or their
cattle; or if any of them wished to tilt
a piece of land, by an application to the
alcalde, if here were no objections by
the inhabitants, he received a permit
from the judge so to do, and as long as
he or his heira accupied it, nobady had
a right to disturb them, Tn this way it
jollowed that the inhabitants of towns
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acquired small portions of land fur their
houses and tillage, while the rest of the
town land was used in common for graz-
ing. Under this arrangement of fown
propenty there was always enough land
for all new settlers that might come to
inhabit these Pueblos. This manner of
disposing of town land, sanctioned by
Mexican Jaw, served as a precedent to
the town authories of San Francisco,
Puebla de San Jose, Santa Cruz and
Monterey, when they, in 1847, disposed
of a portion of the land belonging to those
respective towns, giving perpetual leases
to their possessora. This measure was
particularly favorable 1o foreigners re-
cently arrived in the couniry, as thus
they were enabled o buy the rights of
{he natives, who were not disposed to

ut much value upon so small parcels of
and, and thereby the American interest
was much promoted.

The land of the ranchos was always
either a rayal grant of Spain or of the
supreme government of Mexico, or lat~
terly of the Governor of Califarnia: all
these grants practically had the same el-
fect ; the posscssor o lhg tract of land
thus granted was always in the full en-
joyment of his rights and privileges, and
no autherity could distutb him in his
posscesions.  As the country was fre.
quently disturbed by revolulions, when
it was not uncommon for one of the can-
tending parties to burn up, or carry
away, ot destroy, the archives of a town
or even of the country, the Jand propri-
elors were not molested in their possess-
jons, although they cuuld not show therr

! their duty, may nat have paid suflicient
atlention to proper order in these mat-ers.
Under such circumstances it would not
be surprising if some proprietors should
find their property untegistered in the
-archives af the counlry.  Whatever land

is left that has not been disposed of in

i anc of the ways aforesaid, is public Jand,
at the dispusal of the government.

Such being the digposition of landed
praperty in California, the Americangov-
ernment, if it be justand does not wish
fo ereate a general disaffection among the
people lowards itself, must recognise the
actual y in their | ions by
a summary act of legiskation recogaisin

| the righta they claim, and to prevent aﬁ

i future difficulties, giving them the fee-

pear, the apricot, the fig, the cherry, the
plum, the grape, the pommegranate, the
citron, the arange, the olive, the currant,
the goosebaery and varions other berries
are found here either cultivated ar ina
wild state. Theinhabitants of thecoun-
try have ant done much towards the cuals
ture of any {ruit trecs or shrubs; snd
that is the reasan the quantity of any
fruit is vesy limited, when compared
with the waats of the population and the
capacities of the Soil.  Koowledze and
industry with very little exertion would
inereuse ‘he quantity not only tn supply
the wants of the country butcventoa
super-abundance. The pear and the ol-
ive seem to have been the favorife Iruit
with the Priests of the Missions, as

‘ who have means could find tracts of land red and white ; the Jatter is more invitine

they have raised them in large quantities |
and of cxnelient quality, The Califor-
nia olive is amang the lurgest kacwn,:
and in flaver surpasses thial of ancr;‘
the varieties of the pear are numerous’
and delicious in quatity. Tie grapevine
grows (hiraughauat the country, from the [
extreme north down to San Diega. Ex-|
cellent grape is produced at Sonoma, at
the Mission of San Jose, and some other
points.  The best however, or wheve il
was mide the best use of, is that of the
Puebla de los Angelos. The wine pra-
duced there by several vine growers is
oat any vialepce to justice or law being | of excellent guality; in the opinion of
commilted. Supposing that the American ‘many Jjudges in the matter, it is superior
government has recognised all titles to .10 any wine that Spain ot Portugal can
lands as it found them, then those who produce. Iis color, its flavor, and its
have no means of buying land from pri- strenglh are sui generds; it wants only
vate individuals should receive liberal 10 be hnown to be sought after by ama:
donations from the government, or seitle teurs, and there is no doubt but its cul—
in ose of the towns where yet town fure and the exportation of it will ex-
lands exist, and taking advantage of the teud rapidly with the increase of com-
Mesican law by petitioning the alvalde, merce on ihis coast. The most celebra—
the settler could get land fur his house ted wine at present is that made by M.
and tillnge, and being more industrious Vignes, a French gentleman who setiled
than the nativ he could even grow in he country same filteen years ago and
rich soon and enjoy his possessions as was the first (o plant a vineyasd 1 this
if they werce his in fee simple. Those regtun. There are two gualities of it,

csimple titles to their possessions. The
' ranthos mnst be acknowicdyzd to be the
property of private individuals ; the
towns must have their rights to their
town lands, and the Missions, if they yet
have any Indians, ought to retain thair
tracts of land ; ar if these are no longer,
the chureh and public education have
the nextand best vight to them..
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In view of the state of landed property
of the country, there are three methods
by the means of which Califoruia may
receive an increase to its population with-

to buy, eitller enough for themselves, or thun the former by the very beauty of
larger than they actually need, to be di- its color.  The growing of the grapevine
vided into farms of sufficient sizeand in- and af the olive may be made a very
duce new settlers, by offering them libe; profitable branch of foreign commerce, if
ral terms, (o settle around tham; by this there were men toattend to the business;
arsangement both parties would be gain- selllers from the south of Europe could
ers. develop this branch of industry to great

Tn our view of the subject, we think advantage, and could not fail to make
the interest of the whole country would themselves opulent. There are in the
induce the government to use all means country appropriate spots for the culture
at {ts disposal to favor a prampt settle- of rice and the sugar cane; the former
ment of California, since the sooner jt could be easily raised on the overflowed
will be densely settled thesconesitzvast lands of the ‘San Joaquin and on the
resources will be developed, and the creeks of San Francisco Bay. Cotton
sooner ihie whele Union will ceap advan- even, wmight he raised here, but we think
tages resulting trom such a development. one conld employ his time more profitably

We gaote the above view aslo the (f Some other business, as cotlon i« 50
legislali . X S chenp elsewhere. Hemp grows wild in
egislation required from the Federal

N A ! different parts of the country.
Government in regard to Landed Titles  There is yet another branch of indus—

here, notas expressing any opinion of Iry at which we have not heretofore so0
‘our OWn 2ar NS Time in relation fo'ég Wush as hintcd; bus whioh wonld prove

. S for California one of the richest mines
important and complieated a watter, but ¢ el she conld boast; we mean the

as being the view of an observer who (he raising of <herp, The climate of the
scems to have devoted much altention to coantry and much of its surface are ad—
the subject, and who appears to write in mirably adapted for the puvpose ; in fact,
a disinterested spirit. as it provela source of wealth to New
ad stec sp Sounth Wales, it would be equally so to
In the same chapter, the aathor, before  California; a great similarity of climate
giving his views of the Gold Region, of the tyvo countries guarantees the resuit.
makes the iulln\ving slatement in I'[.'gﬂ[‘li l" ‘hlS\’“'El)' every [lnr“ﬂn of the coun~
to the try would be turned fo advantage; the
. . . mountains now lying barren would be a
Various Mineral Resources of the Coudlry. | grazing ground for the sheep; and the |
When consideved in point of mineral

valleys now trodden exclusively by cat~{

productions, if allfowed to be developed [ tle and horses would be given up to |1u:(
by capitalists, California is capable of [
|

i
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plough, wnd there would be no mare live
becoming an important centre of the | Stock izised thaw the actual wants of the
commerce of the Pacific.  Here we find,

conntry require.  Merine rams could be
in the neighberhood of Clear Litke,

eastly procared from Oregon, Peru, or
aboat a hundred and twenty-five mies {even New South Wales, to improve the
north of Senema, Lead, Copper, Sulphur | native hn-cll_nf the sheep.  lie who en-
and Sultpetre; on the south side of Swn | ters updn this business the first will lay
Francisco Bay, Silver Mires have been | the foundation for a colossal tertune,
found in the vicinity of Pueblo de San | which he can realize in a few years.
Jose; Quicksilver mines, which are pro- The above eviracls will enable our
i e vicher the . of Spai .
nounced to be vicher than those of Spain, | 105 1o judge for themselves of the
are aliealdy being worked 1o a grear profit -
in the same region. - > style and general character of this forth-
s gion. ° B
Caal etrata have been also found in |coming voleme. There are, however,
the coast range of mountains near Santa | several other very interesting chapters,

Craz, in the neighborlioad of 1he Miss- | o which our himits do not allow now to
ion, San Luis Obispa, and near San Die- e \ the ) N
go. Caltfornia coal seems to he in the [ F(V® @ Specimen. - Among them we 1o

tice one entitled * The Towns of Califor-
nta and what relates to them”: another
headed “Advice to the Miner, and a third,
under the general tile of ¢ The Gold
Region™ On the whole, we think the
work will prove to be an instructive ani
useful one. It deserves a favorable re-
ception from Californians, in view of the
enterprise and energy which, in the face
of much expense and difheulty, have
bronght it cut among us, and we think it
will merit and repay an extensive circu-
lation.

intermedinte slate, hetwegn the anthra-
cite and the bituminous; itisnoras hard
as the former nor so soit as the latter; it
burns more easily than the first, and does
not give vut so smoky and unpleasani a
flame as the recond ; 1 ignites casily and
burns with a very pleasant flame without
mucn smeke.  Iron is scattered through
the monntains af the country, and we
have no doubt that a workable mine of
it will hefore long be discovered, We
meation not the gold washings that are
being worked so successfully at present,
for as respecls their duration and the de-
velopment of the industry of the country,
they scarcely deserve theattention of the
econcmist be they ever so rich, as all
otlier mines are more benificent i their
influence to_the progress of a country
than gold mines.  These wiil hecome ihe
means of advancing the prosperity of
the country only when a regular system
of mining by sinking shaits into the rocks
shall commence, which it is to be hoped
will be done ere long, .

The fallawing extract gives the au-
thor's views as to

The Agriculture of California.

The fabor expended in working these
varions mines would give a firm support |
to the agriculture of the country, which
at this day is totally negleited. There
is no country, probahly, where the soil
is so grateful to the hand that caltivates
it. There is almost no plant, grain or
fruit that cannol be raised here. Rye
grows wild on the skirts of the gold re-
gion towards the Sierra Nevada; oats
cover completely the coast range of the
mountains; wheat and corn grow luxu
riantly on all the plains, notwilhstanding
it rains only in the w.nier season; po—
fatos, onions and every kind of garden
vegetables with very little care grow teo
a very large size and of excellent flavor.
Some of these vegetables ean be kept
growing all the year round, such as on-
ians, peas, and some others. Every de-

property enfegistered in the records. Be-
sides, the officers of the Mexican govern:
ment, being proverbially negligen: of

ecription of fruit trees scem to be natural
to the soil, for they attain here a great
t perfection.  The apple, the peach, the




