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SIBERIAN EXILE.

Its Beginnings in Half-

Civilized RBussia.

|
CZAR NICHOLAS AND HAPLESS POLAND. |

Sad Soenes on the Road to the Land of
Ioe and Snow—The Borrows of
Lifelong Banishment.

rlans of To-dsy,” in which be describes the
Riberiau textie as he claiws to have seen it.
Private arrests ars, he save, ttill eommn,
and before the frieuds of & p:.souer are aware
of hia apprehension he is spirited awny to the
qnichilur mines beyond Lake Baikal. To
the oan’s wife, if he has oune, this is equiv-
alent to perpetual widowhood. ‘Lhis secrecy
irgaid to be for tho purnoss of avoiding noed-
jesm publio scandal. To_be sentenced to the
mines is 10 be sentenced to death by elow tor-
ture. If ¢ho offender has money he mav pos-
sibly obtain s mitization uf his sentence.
Convicts are forwarled in eonvoyn, which
start early in the spring. Thoy per cem the
journey on toot attended by mounted Cos-
mcks groied with pistols, lanocss, and long
whips. Tunibnlls tollow to earry taose wao
fail lame or ill by the way. The start is ol-

The custom oi rending criminals and polit- ‘
{eal nffenders froin Russia to Siberia probably !
began soon after the oonqueat of the latter by |
the Costacke—tbat is, about the year 1600.
1t was the cheapor way o! disposng of them, |
and hesiles bad the merit of placing o long
and ihmnassable interval Letwoen eouapirators
and the s-ene o: thewr plots and machina-
tions. At first ex:les were on'y seut to places
on the Volga or Ural, which were then very
distunt ns ied means of uication.
1larly auythiog can be imsgined more deso-
lates than this cold, inliospitible and little
known recion when it oesan tirst to e uzed
aa place of banizhment. An iay ocean rollwl
to the north of «t. Its great rivers, for half
tne vear lonked in ice, were even during the
summer hanlly rippied by boats of tho native
races. [19 brond wind-swupt stoppes were
scarcely leas repaimve thap it dirk and
boundleaa torcets, Within ita bounds were
unknawn triber, and aloue its foutiem fron-
tier barbarous Tartars and m)sterious Moo-
golians. Those nho waere sent by tuc «ruel
Cuars of tas seventesnth contury went never
to return. The bardships were great,
a0d escape ucxt to imporsivle. fHope
wus leit bebiud., Tue reparntion from
relatives ard friends was aa enmpleto
as that ot the grave. Ruusin was still 1 sav-
age rogion, umiiumined by hights ot Western
civilization, Peter the Great, that * beam n
darkpcss,” had not yet boeun his work ot re-
orw. Fartunately, through the first sears of
Sioerinn exile thuse doved tu it were ow
aud ovnparatively insunsitive to misfnriune.
Diwitn, the monk Otrepiet, who pretende!l
10 be de muniered ron o Ivan LV, decreed
tho bunishment of b rival, Vassmli Shuiski,
to these wilds, but rclected and last his
orown, the man who owed so mush 10 tne
leniency, beating the revolt. Iapish.usent
begau in earnest in the first quarter of tae
eizlteenth contury, when Potoer the Great
was extendine his oongnesis. Atnoug those
whom be exiiod war Mounikoff, his Prinae
Minuster, whose rcmaing were exhumel
ninety venrs n'ter, snd found to be so per-
fectiv preserve | that portions ol tho hair and
evan the c'uthung werescnt to his deetend-
ants 0 Rus=a ar momentoes. Tois tact is
wmentined bv Lirmaa, tte soientist und trav-
eles, to illustrate the preservative quaiities o*
cold nnd the dupth o wlhich tie eround is
fiozen in certain jvcwhitios in Sibura, which
v thiuke to be not lcss than 630 feet.
Buwron, Minister o the FEmprees Avus,
had extied 20.000 people bLeiura the your
1741. The Eworess RKlizabeth, youngest
daueater 0! Poter the Great, had an aversior
to the tuking 0. huwan li.e, but none to tor-
ture, the knout ani exile, of which she iroely
availed hersell as yubstitutes.
UNBAIFPY POLAND,

j Dot bowever great the pace and depriva-
I tirns ot Siderun osilo mizat have Leen,
it twonld probabir never have so won the
svmaathy ot tho world excopt ‘or the parti-
sion ot P'olani and the enflerines of Polish
. patrints. Tne first dismemiberment of this un-
hanpy country accurrad in 1772, the <econd in
1778, nad in 1705 the kinglom was finallv
“hpnken in pieces in sapite of the berme efforts
of Kocciucko, and all that wasleft of it dus-
tributed amoug the conquerers. Napolunn
restored 1t for a brio! pencd, but by the
‘I'reaty of Vicans, which followed his han-
rament. titls to its territory waa affirmed to
the grent Powors which had tiken it by
joroe. Thero nllowed & period o1 oppresmon
such ax would have haen impastiblo under
1y other Froperor than Nicholas I, It led
to arovolution in 1832, the oonsequences
of which were termible,  Of 265 persons who
had ezcaped, 2aere wore condemned in de suit
wven to from ton to twenty yeam in frone,
nige to dertb by the sword aru 249 to be
hung. Claldren were arrested for eneing
“populur srrer. Pricojiers were tartared to
death nver slow fires or Jdriven to mardness.
Tho estate: ot thousands woro ennfiscitel, and
they were sent into cxife. The Polen were
sattere? in thoumands thranghoat the civil
7zad world. Nicty thonend were sent to
Siberin by Nicholws, who deelare! that he
_wonld **make a Sibenin ot Poland, ard a
Poland of Siceria.”” A tcw rears later thore
was a plot to revolt atong the cxiles, 1n which
several thenzind Wl pari. Ono thonesnd
| were arrested, most of whom were reioaced.
Seven of t'in leviers wers conderined to re-
ceive 7000 blows o: the stick. fix diea under
tho pinishinent, an-l one was recovered e
cxtramdio:ry mehent and sargiaal skall, Te.
I+ refined, sensiiive nod patrlutic peonic exile
j waz worso tha. death, and thore sont to the
l'vrv'u of the north deubitess recretted thar
I that they had vot died fixhting like thousand:
.ot tneir compatriots in tue saburbs of War-
1 <aw, Whole viliaves wero either suhjectsd
to the vod or bounbed., [eathe guder the
knout or stiok wore common, thouel the
,lows of the latter, by ukise ot Peter the
1 tirent, were not uliowed tn exceed 12.000.
X0 Ruscian nodleman enld bo ki.outed, but
! Poltrh nublemen wero not exempt from this
earval penalty.
THR RANISHED FIOTROWSKI.

Roafin Pitrowski was an educated Pole,
who particiveros in tho uprisiog ot 1833 and |
cecapcd 16 £rance.  Venturng to retnra in
direuuso, he was arres'ed and exi'ed to
Ehuterynska Zavod, which is 250 miles porth
of Omsk, a town of 30,000 inhabitents, ou
tho Irtishsiver. His 2tory, written by him-
sgit, 18 tptercsniogly full af bitternesw, but not
ull of horror. It was the injustice to his
~cgntry and the banishment that ewmiiticraa
him more than the lab e waich he was oom-
pelied to per urm.  Higs comprnions were the
oprhinary couviete who make np the wnyonts
ot eziled.  One hmd ebnt a travcler tor his
aocnev: 3 second had dogged his ruaster into
& wood ard kilied Litu; a third kad statibe.
bis nistrem to the hoart: a curth bhad par-
tizipated 1o & rolthery and then munlered his
companion: & f.th hal reSbed the treasury:
a mxth bhud comiuittod forgarv: = sav-
enth was av iuceadiary, sod w0 op
turough_the long list 2! offsnsos punishable
with exile aud hard lavor. The mihitary
survoillance was atrist.  Says Piotrowak::
It s not the work wl.icl any freeman might
perform. Sach treit'nent to political pris-
onsrs, who ara, with rice exoeniiine, mon of
ediication, ir an in!amy of which only a Csur
is capable.” e at first was employed in cut-
ting woo, or assisting ib the erection 6. buitd-
irge, bat finalir beraroe nn ancomatant, and
so rcmained till be escapad and wnade his w.ey

agnin to Prauce throngh Rassis and Prusia
pusing his wav with mouey which be had
Leou wbermitted to earn. His dbrok throws
much hight on the treaiment of exiles during
tho second quarter of the presont centarv.
Mot of the pwistic.d vrisoners were allowed
to remain in the province nearest 10 Rusmia,
The vonvicts were scot beson ¥, 1ato the nivro
maccessible resions and the mines, of which

ways made in the night, and care is taken
that the cunvoy suall pass through the towns
on the rosd after dark. All are num-
bered on & brose plate fastened to the breast.
The women wear black boods. and bave s

separate escort. In leaving larme cities all
are lettere], but the fotters are femoved
whken the country is roiched, except frum
dangerous convicts. Save tho wniter: *‘Any
toreigner who has been at 5t Peterrbarx
duriog tho spring sod aas chanced tu come
bome Iate fr.n the Easter bills may have
mout one of these diemal processrons filing
through the streets ov a quiok march. 1be
Coaracks armok their whivs to warn loasers off,
and scamper np and down the line with lan-
terne ticd to lance-po:nts. woich they lower
to the groand at every moment to for if let-
ters huve becn dmpped. Murderors, toieves,
mibilist conspiratnrs, fclon cleravmucn, ma-
timous soldiers and patr ntic Polce, all tramp
together as 1ast as they can go, and perfectly
silent. Then come the womoen, shiverng and
soobing, bul not Jaring tn ary: 2al cecaaso of
thore awful whing.  Thego ase sare fo be
some yoipg girls amonz them—ex-flulcots
convicted of mbrliem, or Colish girie ac~.tsel
of batcoing plota—and these are wived up
clbow to elbow with handoned siventurvsnus
rentenced for bank-note 1rreeries and with
fiat-taced Muaseovite drabs who huve kiled a
hun}nml or child ander tho wflueuce ot
vodsi.”

ON THEK ROAD.

Muss is sald at & churcn cutside the eity,
where & pricst preschos the olemency ol the
Czar. Tae escort 18 pat usaally wslund, At
pigbt the onovoy bivouncs 1 e pine torest,
The route 1# througa Nijnt Novgorod, woere
the axiles ors taken 1n & stenruer duwn the
Volga to tho Kuma, which tliey asecnd to
Pe-m, whenee a great hichway lews acroas
the Urnl wouotains to Ekatorioberg. Owmsk,
and other Siborian destniote, Tuos« who huve
scen the pity of Mickael Ntrog.fF or read
Jules Verne's highly imaginative description
of the wanderings of the “*Courier of tac
Czar.” will rencinber tunt he -ollowed the
mme roate. It is by thus roats alewo that the
survivore of the Jeannette manv bo exnectet
to retum to Russiu. Corparal punisliment is
the ohiet meatliod ot disciplina io fibena, Dis-
charged exilox return to Rensta in carsvans,
radl are intermed in interior totvos, where
thoir lot is that of lepcrs, poople fenr-
g t speak to them .or fear of excit-
ing suspictun. The exiles who livein tae
mines nre evnvicts of the worst tyvpe and
political  offenders  of tho best. Thes
work and sleep in the depths ot the
enrth. Iron gntes, gaardod by scntriey, cluse
ihe Tudes oOr strocts at 1he bnttorm of tae
shats, ant the miners are ruiled off
trom nme ancother in ganenof twenty. Tiwo
holidass aro allowed vearly, All otherd ys,
Sundave incluted, thev tml nnder the lasn
till their joints nre racked with pains, their
oy chrows drop otl, and they Locu.ne saunt ac
ske'etons, luse the u<w of their limbs, and
finally dio w infirmaries.

FROM AN ENGLISH JOCURNAL.

This view ot the Siberian exile harmonizes
more with tho ol! tbeuries reqnrdingit. It
probabiy contains an elomeat of truth with
nuch that 18, at presant at least. talsehood. It
wonld evidently be inmwplete without eivine
with it asa comoaninn piece a descrniption o
Siberian prisons 10und in eome letters writton
two veurs ago to tho london Times by a cor-
respondent, who went through Siberia irom
the Urnl mountains to the wowih of the
Amooar, visiting neurly all the rrisone of the
ouuntsy on his way. Rnsaa has had withina
lew vears an i nputse of prizon reiors, which
has extonded not only through her Europear

poesnona, but  th h Bicerin. Thet
are, there'ore. very differant from
what thoy waro thirty or sorty vears
wo. Englishmen who ecriticise Rusian

pricoas would do wiell to remewmber that boe-
ore the era ot prisnn reform in Eopgland,
which ir searce MRity vears axn, there was
han!ly 2 jml or a penitentinry tn the Uunited
Wing-lom which wea fit for & pic-stre. The
reader can .omparo the statements of cne
wnter with the other and draw bis own con-
elusions.  About 20,000 exiies, rnunnals and
utl.ers, mays the corre:pondent, are sunt
to Siberia every jour. Or these, un:
nore than 4 ¢ 6 par cent ure trom the mid-
3 o ur hiaher elas c<—thatss,are tn bo rogarded
:Lspohllcnl ofeulers, The crinwmnnl apgre-
sate i+ not Iargo when we ron.ember that Culi-
tornin, with & mrpulation of less thnn a million.
has aver 2000 onnvicte in ita pum(cnhuxv
to say nothing o+ ites jaile and retormatory in-
~titutions. At the halting-placas of the cou-
vors along the route, which sre twenty or
thirty miles apart, temmpomry pnsonn, culled
elapnea, have becu srected, which have hos-
pitals and onapels wettached. That at
Fkaterinbure enn accommadate 300 prison-
rrs in ninterand 1000 in sammer,  Politieal
pr.sonere and oowron convicts “re nuw sent
sonarately. At Toho'sk tliere sre three bord-
labor prisons, which the corvospondent visited,
and fonnd them 1o dilferent tiom
thnso ho iad zeen in Pramia and Poland.
cxcept that the roovicts seemcd to have an
oasicr time. Moet of the nino cel's in them
nrel 10y solitary confinewent wurs vacant.
Corporul pupishment can be intl.ctoed oo no
man fer A tirst nffease. Among two thousand
sersons in the Kara prisone, there were thir-
toen confined or political offensesand twenty-
i eight Poles.
CLEAN PRIROYS AND LIOAT LABOR.

Tbe rrisons wereas clcan as those io Europe. !
Ot 2000 onnvicte condemued to the wold
‘vines 0 Raras nearls aH had been put to
work in the woods, the wines having become |
unprofitable. Io the wines olrowhere the .
hours wire long iz summer, but labor was’
entirely intermitted during tbhe winter.
Politizu] prisoners were everywhere kept .
atart.  Reading matter was tound almoe:
overywhere. but rarely used. Iun fact, thare !
was & goneral want ol uceupation, oither from
iack of work in the mines, trow want of sys- :
tematio mavufactures, or the exccss of con- |
victr over all pussible inaans of omplovment.

' There are twoniv-seven ofenses punishable
w Russin with exile, drunkeonocss and va-
grracy being amoug the number. Eeven
. hundred exiles escape annuntiy. In 1876
there wore UM who tnas left without warn-
| 1nx. The exilos foriaerly wont the ecurodus-
tance :rom Rusman towns on toot. Now
[ thoy are gmthcrod from different pomnta
10 = great priron at Mascuw. Theoce,
they are sent, 700 at s time, by rail
to Nijnt Novgerod, towed by a steamer to
Perm. mo thenoe Ly rail to Ekater'aburg, and
are taken om frown there to Tiaameo, SLO
miles distant. in wagons. Onoe in Btberin
they have either to walk, passiar the night at
the etappes, or are towed in barges on the
great nvers when these extend aloog the
ronte. Those going to cachalien sometimos
desocnd the Awoor in barzes, bat more re-

be telis pan al talcs.
AN EXILE'S PRIVILKGES.
Conviots were allowed to warry and their!
children to g0 where they pleased. The
nocesmarics and most of the com:orts of lue :
were obtatnale. He conicwos that be hud
pever live:l ¢0 well in Frunce. His table
wys 1urmisbed nost ot tre tiwe with game |
tish, sour, beef and whe .ten oakes. There -
wore 3000 Jewish exiles. nearly ali 1n the |
willarcs about Tomek, on the Oui. Jews and
Tartarss2oo | hizhest in suaial morality, which
was at & low ebb. The popuiation he esti.
outed at 3,000,000, distribut 4 over & re-
gicu a8 lares as a'l Earope. (s treatraen’
bv bie guards and the officials in charge o:
ot bita was unitwaly hind.  They pitied him,
but dit not voutusre to duubt the justice o
hia scotence by the Littie Father, the Csar.
Some convicts expressed to bim a pre erence
for life in Siverws. The wkole oocuntry
was &t developing. The trade in fars was
iarxe, new mines were being worked, forests
eleared, asricultare extooding, and tuwnsond |
cities moully growing. Irbatsk was even then
coundered the foous of Biberian evvilization,
and was called the St Petersburg of Siberia.
The cinef dirisions of the oountry were
suberniates. These wero divided into prov-
inoea, which were subdivied 11.to guberniu.as,
Bokhara had not at the time been taken by
Russia, bat trade wus muintained with that
Moasmmedan tsetropolis by means of cira-
vans, whica left evory spring. 1hat swect bat
thiv romance * I'be Exiles of Siveria,” relates
to the reign o Nicholss. It describes the ad-
vontures of ons Elizabeth, whoss roule par-
onts had been oruelly exilel toa village near
Toholsk. She ocouceived the demen of ob-
i r pardow, and lshed that
oljeet LY makiog the joarmey to Moscow,
proceed.ng mioet of the distanos on foot, and
pleading hor criuse with Alexander I os the
day ef his coronation, a noble lover giving her |

cently are takeam in iarce stum prison ahips
direct (rom Odoasa to their destiustiva. Oar
travelar enjoved uninterrutted opportnnities
of converting with the prisoners, bat
only the Poles complained of oraol treat-
ment, That priconers had to sleep in the
mines was denied by evory one. not even the
Poles veoturing to alirm 1t.  Raya the wniter,
1 cloring bis last leiter: " [ leit Ama with
the impruseion that if & piisoner chooses to
behave uimecl! Jdocuntly well, he mar be in
Siberin more coailertabls than 1n many sod
as cowmf{crtable as in inost of the prisuns ol the
world,””
THS RELL RFORROWS OF EXILE.

Tlere 18 little doobt that private arrestsand
secrt doportation of exilas rom Russia con-
tinne. Wnile erwcits s excevtioun), thedepri-
vation of proport., the reparation of fumitios
and the want aund destair which wnust attend
thero conditions are constant. A letter pub-
lished not muny rontds aeo from Yeneesisk
stnted that politionl prisoners were again ar-
riving. Ameng them was 2 young girl, who
had thrice atiempted saimde by eatine lirciter
wmatohes, A lotter trom an exile at Kirnesk
nated that a wire bad gnne mad because her
busband was sent further into the wilils.
Another wnites that he works ss s swith aca
shilling 3 day, and, when he exrns notbing. i
lives on potatoes and onions. Ao exile, once :
an OJessa officiul, keeps bimsel{ trow stirva-
tion by caming aorut  water at
0 wuch s backet. His wife i at
| Exaterinoshoff an3d bis coiiiron soattered
' anout Roaua, At Popitch the exiles have no
mopey. At Verbmoiersk twelve live aud-
dled together in 8 tent, oflen without lood.
Thees sre rovresoniative of many
more and jllustrato the hardshire wiich many
exiles have to anjacly suffer, and whioh
reckless crime and folly have Lroaght on the
beads of uthets. The presgnt popalation of

| sad &t the lust moment,
a4 BITTER EMOLISH VIEW.

An Englith novelist bas writien a vindie-
twe and saperficial skatoh called ™ The Rne~

' Erberia is about 5,000,000, made up of Ax-
Ales, the doscendants of esiies and Cosmoks,
Persons whe have for vazicus reasons come to
the coustry of their own secord, and the na~
ve rases, who Live scutiered axong the rest.
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