Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 25, Number 3773, 25 April 1863 — APPEAL OF THE
POLANDERS IN CALIFORNIA TO THEIR AMERICAN BRETHREN

TO AMERICANS, FRIENDS OF UNIVERSAL LIBERTY!

Positive news of a general uprising of the whole Po-
lish nation against the barbarous oppression of the
Russian despotic Government has reached us by the
last telegraphic dispatches; and not the least doubt
can now exist in our minds, that all the Polanders,
without distinction as to their social position or reli-
glon, are endeavoring to throw off the yoke of the iron
rule of the country. The time has therefore arrived for
this Soclety of Polanders here organized to address
you American brethren, the pioneers of enlightened
universal freedom, to show your sympathy for the op-
pressed nation now fighting for their liberty.

Remember that the present is not the uprising of the
comparatively small portion of the Polish nation called
the Nobles, to regain their superannuated privileges ;
but all Polanders, even women and children, are spill-
Ing their blood in torrents to gain a national indepeud-
ence, based upon the same equal rights, which your
fathers, led by Washington, have so gloriously achicved
for this, the country of freemen.

Has Poland an undeniable right to a national inde-
pendence and self-government? She has. And why ?
Because she possesses all the elements of a distinet and
civilized people.

1st. She has her own language, which differs from
that of her sisters—the Russian, the Crechish and the
Ilyrian—as much as the Italian tongue differs from the
Spanish or Portuguese,

2d. She has her own literature, eminent writers in
every branch of it, and great men in all the sciences,
as the coplous libraries of Cracow, Leopol, Posen and
also those of London, Paris and Leipzig can teftify-
The principal libraries—those of Warsaw and Wilna—
were confiscated and transferred to Russia.

8d. Poland has her written history, the pages of
which teem with the great and patriotic deeds of her
£OnE,

4th., As the evidence of her power and achievement,
she possessed, in the days of her nationality and glory,
territory embracing 892,000 square miles and 20,000,000
of inhabitants,
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5th. Above all, the Poles have ammunbounded love
for universal freedom and hatred for tyranny and op-
pression, not only of their own race, but of all freedom-
l‘:'l"ilns . : rising of le against

ave you seen an uprising of a people a op-
pression, since your memorable Declaration of Indl:-
pendence in 1776 to the present time, without a Polish
Legion fighting with them for their cause? Ledb
Kosciusko, Pulaski, Dombrowski, Bem, Dembinsk
Wysocki, Kaminskl and Mieroslawski, they bled for
the freedom of America, France, Hungary, Italy, Ger-
many and Turkey.

A distinct lan, , literature, history, and an un-
bounded love for universal and enlightened freedom—
all these elements of a free nation the Poles possess,
Therefore they have a right to be a free nation, and
therefore they have an undeniable “ight to drive from
their beloved country the ignorant soldiery, the bar-
barlan instruments of the Russian Government, which
by all the means of a Machiavellian policy is making the
greatest exertion fo anuihilate the Poiish nationality,
and to convert the Poles to blind adherents and obedi-
ent soldiers in the executlon of the gigantic plan of
Czar Peter, the builder of Petersburg—that is, to con-
quer the whole of Europe and Asia.

Americans, listen to proofs of the truth of our stata-
ment that the Russian Government has, since the sub-
jugation of Poland, tried all means of an unrelenting,
cruel and crafty policy, to insult and annihilate her na-
tionality. It abolished the Polish emblem, the emblem
which adorned Sobleski and his warriors in the battle
for Christianity befere the walls of Vienna. It confis-
cated the Polish libraries; it abolished the Polish high
schools, the monuments of Poland’s former glory,
the witnesses of her advanced civilization., It prohﬁ-
Ited the teaching of the Polish language in the public
schools ; it diminizhed instead of increasing their num-
ber, and forced the Polish youth desiring a higher edu-
cation to travel to the distant universities of Russia,

It deported mercilessly thousands of Polish families
into Russia and replaced them by Russian colonists,

It ordered the predominance of the Russo-Greek
Church in Poland, that marriages between persons of
different creeds should be made by Russian priests, and
that their children should embrace the Russo-Greek re-

And at last it began by a most arbitrary and barba-
rian execution of conscription laws to rob Poland of the
best of her sons,

American brethren, would rrcm suffer a similar op-
pression? Are me'hlel ght to stiike the blow

against such tyranny ?

Napoleon the First propheeied after his downfall, that
even in this century the whole of Europe would be-
come elthmubllm or subject to the Cossack knout,

e between these two principles has now
commenced. The Poles, led by Dembinski, Wysocki,
Langicwicz and Mieroslawski, b;gln :t.t ghe:rb have
#carcely any arms than scythes; but they be
it with the heroic determination to *conquer or‘lt:
die"—(words written by a Polish lady to her sonin the

United States Army)

Othuﬁeulonmking nations will soon come up to
the dﬂ%ﬂﬂm Our neighbers, the indomitable Hun-
garlans, the brave Germans, the fiery Italians—all are

the
pu%'khlh cause. In l'rme':::m
devised
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