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Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 26, Number 3928, 23 October 1863 — THE POLISH QUESTION.
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THE PULINUM QUESTION,

The following dhp:tch_l;u_ been addressed by Earl
R 1asell to Lord Napler, Hor Majesty’s Embassador at

Bt, Petersburg : $
Foareigs OFFICE, August 11, 1363.

My Lord : On the 15th of last month Baren Bruscow
communicated to me a dispatch which be had redeived
the evening before from Prince Gortschakofl.

The dlspatch, of which I inclose & copy, is far from
being a satisfactory answer (o the represantation which,
In concert with Francs and Austria, Her Majesty's
Governmest addressed to the Cabicet cf 5t Peters-

| S,

b

u'rrﬁe dispatch begies, Indeed, by stating that “the
Imperial Cabinet admits the principle that every Power
sizning a treaty has a right to faterpret i*s senge from
its own point of view;jumﬂded that the interpretation
remains within the limits of the meaning that it is pos-
slble to put upon it according to the text itself.” Prinez
Gortschakoff adds: * In virtus of this princinte the Im-
perial Cabinet does not dispute this right on the part of
any one of the eight Powers which have concurred in
the general Act of Visunaof 1515."

Prince Gortschkoff, however, departing widely from
the question of the isterpretation of the Treaty of Vi-
enns, procesds to ascribe the con louance of the insur-
rection in Poland to the moral and material assistance
which it reccives from wichout ; admits vaguely the eix
pointa; rejects the preposed suspension of hostilites;
refuses to sccept a Conference of the elght Powers who
signed the treaty; snd fiazlly declares thst the re-
establishment of ordsr must precede the serious appli-
eation of any m:asures destined for the pacliication of
Poland.

Ier Majesty's Government wiil now proczed to ex-
amins calmly the priacipal topics of Prince Gortacha-
kofl's reply (o the considera‘lons brought before him in
my dispatch, Priace Gortschakoff, while he admit
that confidenes on the part of the governed, and the
ascendancy of law over arbitrary power, must be the
foundatlon of order and stability, adds that the indis-
pensable ceroliary to these principles is respect for au-
thority. Bua: the Russian Cabiuvet cannot be ignorant
that clemency and concillation are often more effective
in establishing respect for authority than material force.
It would be a lamentable error to s2ek to restore that
respect by foree of arms alone, withous the addition of
gom2 edequate security for the political and rellzlous
rights of (h2 sabjeets of the King of Poland. Sach se-
curity the proposals of the three Powers beld out to
Russia and to Poland alike. :

It has pleased the Cabinet of S§t. Petersburg no' to
:I:.Pi ftsell of thls mode of restoring respect for au-

ority.

2. Prince Gortschakoff afirms—and this view is the
thems of the becinoine and end of bis dispatch—that
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the re-establishment of order ia Poland is dependent
upon a condition to which he had called the attention
of the Government of her Britannic Majesty, * and
which 1s not only unfulfilied, but is not even al'uded to
lnthqalpltchof Lord Russell ; we refer to the mate-
rial assistance and moral encouragements obtalned
from abroad by the e

Her Majest; s Government weuld have been glad to
have avoided this topls, and, instead of commenting
on the past, to refer only to healing measures for the
future.

Bus thus compelled by Prince Gortschakoff's refer-
enc: to allade tothe subject, Her Majesty's Government
have no hesit:tion ia declarlag thelr conviction that the
principal obstacle to the re-establishment of crder M
Poland is not the asslstance chtained by the insurgents
from shroad, but the conduct of the Ruseian Govern-
ment {iself.

Tue Empress Catherine, In 1772, promised to the
Poles the maintensnce of thele religion. Toe Exgoror
Alexander 1., in 1515, promised to the Poles national
representation and nationai administration, \

These promises have not been fulfilled. Darlngmany
years the religion of the Poles was atlacked, and to the
present hour tuey are not In possession of the political
rights assared to them by the treaty of 1513, and the
Constitution of the same year.

The violation of these solema engagements on the
part of the Russian Government produced disaffection,
and the sudden invasion of the homes of Waraaw, Ina
night of Januery last, was the immediate cause of the
present on.

Unless the general feeling lo Poland had been es-
tranged from Raussly, the moral and material nasist-
ance afforied from abroad would have availed the ia-
surgents little, It is true, however, that lively sym-
pathy has be=n excited in li’:m-mw.l in favor of the Poles.
In every cousiderable State where there exists a na-
tional representation—in England, in Frauce, in Aus- |
tria, in Prussia, in Italy, in 8pain, in Portugal, in Swe-
d+n, in Danmark—thst sympathy Las been manifested
Wherever there is & national admiaistration, ths ad-
miaistration has shared, though with prudence aod re-
serve in expreasion, the feelings of the Legislature and
the nation.

Draafa anaht ta tala Iata ass-nnt thasa svmeathica

Russia ought to take into account these sympathies,
and profit by the lesson which they teach,

8. Prince Gortschakcll lays much stress on the fact,
which cannot be denled, that * the insurgents demand
neither an amnesty nor &n zutonomy, Nor a represen-
tation more or less S

But it would be a mistake to suppose that, in cases of
this kind, there are oaly two parties—viz: the Govern-
ment occupled in suppressiog the lnsurrection, and the
Jeaders of the iosurgents busy in fomenting and ex-
tending it. Besides these parties there is slwaysin
such cases a large floating mass who would be quite
contented {o mee persons and property secure under a
just and benefizent Administration. The confidence of
this mass has not been obtained, and their continued
inaction can hardly be d upon.

Her Majesty's Government must again represent the
extreme urgency of attempting at once the work of
conciliation, which is 8o neceseary for the general in-

To muallitlne hwthalaval and 2Mlab e o3 5.2 ..

1o profiting by the layal and disinterested assistance
wiich i3 offered her by Ausiria, France and Great

Tlsalnm btha MManet Al Puecla commamnn ba T aca T#a - _ __a
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powerful means toward meking ideas of moderation
prevail in Poland, and thus layjiog the fouadations of
permanent peace. ;

4. In referriog to the Treaty of Vienna, Prince Gorts-
chakoff says that “* We ghould ust be far from the truth
if we affirmed that the first article of the Treaty of
Vienne was prepared by and directly emanated from
his Majesty the Emperor Alexander 1"

Her Majesty’s Goveroment readily admit the proba-
bility of this supposition. In 1815, Great Britain, Aus-
tria, Frmcg and Prussia would have preferred to the
arrangement finally made a restoration of the anclent
Kingdom of Polsnd as it existed prisr to the first parti-
tion of 1772, or even the establishment of a new inde-
pendent Kingdom of Poland, with the same l'mits as
the present kingdom.

Tue great army which the Emperor Alexander then
had in Poland, theimportant services which Russia had
rendered to the alliance, and, above all, a fear of tha
renswal of the war in Earape, combined to make Great
Eritain, Austria and Prersia accept the arrangement
vroposed by the Emperor Alexander, el'hough 1t was,
in thelr eyes, of the three arrangements in contempla-
tion the cne least likely to produce permanent peace
and security in Eurcpe.

But the more her Majesty’s Government gee in the
decision adopted the prevailing Inflaence of Ruesla,
the more they are impressed with the conviction that
the Emperor of Russia cught to be, of all soverelgus,
the most desirous to observe the conditions of that
arrangement, .

It would not be open to Ruasia to enjoy all the ben-
efita of a large addi‘ion to her doxnlnions, and ts repu-
diate the terma cf the instrament upon which her ten-
ure depends,

In stating these terms, Prince Gortschakofl says that
the only stipulation which can have made it appear
douhiful that the Empercor of Russiy posse:sed the
kiogdom of Poland by the same title as that by which
be holds his other possesslons—the only ore which
conld make his rizhts dependent upon any conditions
whatever—is contalned in two passages which he pro-
ceerds to quote,

Bat there Is another pascage which he dacs not
qngte. 1t is found in the beglnuing of the first article,
and says:

“ The &nchrd og?;u";m the exception of the
provincss an I are otherwise disposed
of by the following articies, i3 unired to the Russian
Empire, to which it shall ba Irravecab'y attached by its
Constitution, snd be possessed by Hiz M2 jesty the Fm-
mtzlrtﬂ'l‘ the Russlas, his helos and successors, in
perpeiuity.

Were not a national representation intended by this
l"tl;fillel‘ ‘l':iir:r:id h:b'l':r been mﬁeu; to say, ** to which

t Vo atta without any mention
of a Coustitution, . ’

Té la tharafara avidant that dha Macilecat__ #_ an _

It Is, therefore, evident that ths Constitution Is the |
link by which Poland was counected with Russia, It
Is important to know what this Consti*ution was which

- unlted Poland and Russia. It was not preseribed by
the treaty ; it was not promulzated by the Earopean
Ponni':h ::mtq&on was left entlrely to the Em-
peror xander; nevertheless, when
mulgated, it mast be taken to be the Gomtmll‘m
mi:nlby; the hglmmofthm Ii{re:tr of Vienna,

was {or this reason that Her Majesty's Government
proposed as the second of the six Ddﬂ*l,hld before the |
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Governmeot of Russla, “na‘lonal representation with
wers similar to those which are i Charter
ﬁsl:h; 15th (!l;t:) iomhur. 1.5?&"!“ - o
assing to the specific propositions of H
esty's Government, Prince Gortschakoff s hm
to the six polnts, that the m«'-ﬂ'-m'
which were poluted out g; the three Powers ** have

already been decreed or prepared on the Ioltiative of
Toward the end of the an alluslon is made |
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er 14th, says; “Baron "

de Budw to M. Diouyn de Lhuys this after-
ncon the reply to the last French note. Ac-
corjing to a s'aiement in the Nalion, the reply of Rus-
sia aveids revertag to a discussion of the six points, in
consideraticn of the harmony of ihe Cebinets upon that
subjsct. Nelther does the reply refer to the question
of tha armistice or the Conferexce. The Nalion also
state: that Prince Gortschakef confines bimself to dls-
mismillin e Sha avmadlaease aF arwmizins tha masenece
cussiog the expediemcy of applying the meatures
claimed on behalf of Poland by the three Powers. The
tone of the reply i= very conciliatery. Baron Budberg
has ree-ived a long mewmgir on the internal organiza-
tion of the Russian Empire, which will be commuuleaged
to M. Drouyn de Lhuys.”
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