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K0SCIUSKO.

Reminiscences of the Revolu-.
tionary Hero,

HISTORICAL ERRORS CORRECTED.

The Story of Colonel Zeltnér, a Friend
and Companfon of the
Polish Patriet.

The Polish Soociety of California was very
agreeably surprised at its regular weeting
on Saturday, May 15th, by receiving a vala-
able paper forwarded through thomediumof
Julius Horuin, one of its members, written
by Colonel Zeltner, of Hoboken, N. J., an
octogenarion, ard a personal fricnd and
companion of Thaddeus Korciusko,

tho brave, who fooght 80 mobly for:
the liberties of tbis country at thoside of
Washington, and afterward the well-known .
beroof Poland. Inasmuch os that pover
relatos some interesting reminisecnces and ;
memeutocs by oue who is perhaps the sola |
survivieg eye-witpezs of the last woments
of that chicftaic’s carecer, and cdevelops
soce frcts regarding his private life not
coutained in the eneyclopedias, it will have
cencral interest.  While Ueing read bufore
tho Society a soleunn silence and awo was
produced, and deep emotion pervaded all
preeut. Iedeed it rung something like a
voice from suother world, Coloacl I.el'-
uer's relution is as tollows
COLONZL ZTLINER'S PATER.

1 Was an IRUmale INCD4 0 MoICINsHo,
aliiough 1 wes only o yourh when be lived
in oy gnther’s houte in A,olnthurn. Switzer-
landg. {ie hud the front room on the second
floor and I occupied a rear room. 1 wa«
born in 1703, in Lnguno, in the district
aftervrard Lnown ns tho Canton Tessin, of
wiich my tuther was Uovernor, and after-
ward was promoted to tho Governorship of
the moro cxtentive canton of Solothurn,
whose capital ciiy h:u tho snne uame.
Hoon after iy fother’s instuliment in Solo-
thurn he was sent to Yariz as Luvoy Lz-
traordinary of tho Swiss Confcderation
In the bouze of hia bruzher, the Swiss Mi
izter DPlenipotentiary, my father juet Iio
ciusko, who huad been living several years
with wy uncle. My sather ned Kescivazho
werp_soon strongly attuched to ench other.
Kozeiurko was thew in trail health and de-
sirous of secking rcnrul peacetal home,
wherein be gitt pass thy venninder of hije
lifo. Ulten bo expressed a desire to Jive in
wy father's house, uinl as trequently my
iather gave him a cordial ipvitatioa, Y
father wad anxious {oobtaina hueucq of .
Kosciusho, but the lutter decliued to per-
wit one to be made, raying that ho was
averse to it and Led slwyys been resoived
that nune shouid cever exist. Hearing that |
Lyrenscawiller, tho celebrated sculptor of
13 wme, & rative of Switzerlund, was in
Paris, my fatber visited bim. ‘fhey ar-
ranged that pwy (ather shouhl take I\osn- X
usko to the thester, and that Lggen- |
scuwiller, seated in the adjoining gox.l
should taake !

4 DRAWING OF KOSCIUSKO

Ia the course of the performance.
way a very good

In_thlr
orirait wes obtained.
Soon it_happened that l\oscnu<Lo. iu com-
pany with iny father, v the stadio of
the scuiptor. Thero Kosciusko's eye_ fell
upon thiree warble busts of bimsell Very

.o
=

excited he wieclded bis heavy e \na
and ehivered two of them. Eefore
the third the implering  sculnter

threw himself, promizing solewnnly not to
\luplu ate it I'umm: to 1y father,
Kousciusko said: ' Accept this bast, dear
triend, ua a proof of my unlimited esteem.
'o you alonve 1 make an exception to a rule
that 1 bave nover betoro been induced (o
depart lrom.” ‘Flat buet, the oply fajth-
ful oue ol Norciveko that existy, 8 pros-
eutly in possession of Colonel Zeliner st
Hoboken: besides, Lie poszeses souie wikes
relics of lhe Polizh patriot, as for inswnce
sowme teariug apparel, twvo DamAascus razurs
and o campaigning wmirror.  With thosw
roczors, and_ before that glaes, NMoeciuske
shuved during DPoland’s terrible .tn.m.le
unaer bis leaderzbip with Russia, ¢

KOSCITSEOQO A PLISONIR.

In the battle of Macigjowice, fought om
the Tuth ol Uctober, 1704, Kozeiusko was
severely  wounded and :nnmrcd Ly the
LRussians, and the ["oles were untortunately
defeated. Kosciusko cad his sid-de-camp,
the well-kuown poet Niewmcewicr, were
hurricd to_ St. Petersburz und lhruwn ia
privon, When Paul l ugcended the throne,
mude vacant by the Ewpress Catherine’s
death, e lioerzted Kosciusko und Niewee-
sviez, and generously restored their swords.
An ofier of a considerable sum of nioncs
was declined by both, Kosciusko was eun-
veyea in #n iwperial Russiun ship to Eng-
Innd sad there was inturmed by the Hm-
peror Pani’e finaneial agent that the money
tendered to him by tbe Liyeror in llusna
was at biv dispo:al, Koscivsco acain de-
cliged it politely. Dut twenty yeuars later.
some years after Kosciusko’s intimacy with
the Governur of Solotaurn, the Emwneror
Alexanderl, tho uncle ot tbe wotw reiguivg
Emperor. Xussis, Paul I, sopn and auc-
ccssor, visiting Paris atthetimeof Nupoleon
1's duwntail, called on Korciusko aud said:
*Generul, o ot in:ult my fatler's mew-
ory by longer reiusing his gift. lu retura
{or your aceeptonce ot it £ will grunt any
fuvor that you may ask.” Koeciusko, hav-
ing accepted the mouc{ smountivg to
nearly 200,000 srances, asked that tbo 1am-
iy ol Zeltner might bo rewosded for its
hospitality to hiw whilea poverty-stricken
ezile, The Emperor sutamoned hig private
Sceretary and commanded himn to bave an
esiate iv Poland, yielding 10,000 fraucs‘pcr
annun, conveyvd to the Zeliner fawily. ¢ *

IN PRIVATE LIFE.

As so0n 23 Korcinsko was thue enriched,
continucs Unlunel Zeliner, he communica-
ted to my tather his genire to pars the re-
maining part of his existencein Solothusrn,
our residence. My fetiter prepared our
be:t two rovms for him. Ko:viusko ruf-
lered much from old wournds, acd e\'t.rz
day hie was abliged to anoiut bis Lody wit
an Oriental preparation, and apply artiti-
ciul heat to  bis extromiiies. 't he
contrived to instrntet bis zod -dauznter,
wy sister Thaddea, lhcn about lour-
tcen years of age, in the languies aud
xn.uhcm sties.  In the latter depurtment of !
education be wx3 particnlarly eflicient.? |
Ie¢ lived quietls and rexularly, nsmv.;boul
G o'clock 1altne moronrg and retinng at
10 o'cluek; Teceived few  visitors oiber
than thuse 1 uced of pecupinry zs-
eizgisuce. The greater part oi' his iu-
come was gpeut in  charity. apd in
1517, kvaen tho_crops futled, 1ha princi-
pal oo depusit in Lundon ways heav ilydrasy
apon. Ile was accustomed to ride out
on a gentlo burze that slapped whenever o

roor peysun_approached, and would not
1avve on nil the alms bad been bestowed.
Une day 1 carricd soue wing sent to Kee-
ciusko for tis ovn u n by the Kiug of Fied- |
wont, to a rick and needy winister of tue |
zospel, Un the return way the borse was
rccugnucd frotn aizr by those tunt habit- |
eaily recevell woney fvom hiv naster, aud
they ran to receive ite. The hor-e came ton -
and and would not move further until 1 -
Liud taken somo wmoney vut of Ly purn\nnd |
eatizfied tho recdy. i
TWO HISTURICAL TLRNORI,

I frequently read aloud to Iioceinaka,
Pc:dmz thc ** Converzations-Lexivon” vue
day 1 encountercd the assertion tbat woen
hosciusko 1cil from bis llone. desperately
wouniicd, on the field ol Macirivwice, he
excluimed ** Finis olonize!”’ (This i1 tfie
- end of Polnnd, ).lhlomm:hxshnnd' upto his
i foreaend, Kosciusko burstour, **Thisie ju-
: famous,isfamous! § said notning ot the ki1ud,
or 1 knew well that v.hen L was dead there
would be patriots to ight for Lotand.”
Agaip, in suotuer voiume ot (he eate work,
1 met this passaze, * Wien Napoleon
was in Yoland, ou his expedition aeainst
Lussia in 1512, Kosciuszo published a
|:xoul::n:uuu to tho Polish people, apyeal-
iug to them 1o rise in alliunce with the
smperor.” ** Thats fulse, teirivly tuleel”
hosciusko excluined, srringing out of his
chair, ** Ah, bow bard it 14 to be thus mis-
cepresented to thora that 1 bled for. Na-
poicon scut Foucbe to wme at Berville, your
uncle’a country reat near Paris, while he
wus preparing for the campaign against
Russia,to ask that Ishould accompany kim.
it was intimated that vy intiucneo over
the Poles was necded_ by Nipoleon.
1 asked Fouche what Napoleon would
do tor Poland if I elhould advise them
to aid him. Fouche xcphcd that bis sove-
reign was to making
s10n9, and cspecia'ly to one on his own ter-
rtory, 1 said then that it Napoleon would
do nothing for Poland [ would do noihivg
tor biw. Saying, ‘Uenerul, I hope tist you
mny never repent your retusal,’ Foucao
withdrew. L have contradicted on every
oceasion tho generally carrent beliet re-
surding,_the autheuticity ol the cxclawma-
tion, * I'inis olummel’t and the epurivus
protlamnnnn tothe lolish pcoplc b.xt they
tave becouw historical.

At about this period Count 71molsLx.
the wealtiticat fandbolder of Poland, camo
o virjt Kosciusko, The latter obtained a
promiie cf a cadetstip for meinthe Kus:0-
Polish army from thy Count, and in threo
months 1 wend to Lracow. Two months
riter my departure Koaciusko, baviag fallen
m:m Lis horse in nvccuslm: a mozutain
ncar tho lake of Ucpeva, coptracied a
tever, of which bo dicid on tho 15ta of Oc-
tober, 1617, Uis budy was cmbaimed.
The intestines were depurited by ray futher
bencath o loity mcbument,  icicribed,
**Viecern Thaddei ho‘cxmkw  in a vil-
lage twenty minutes ride from Solothury.
‘Fhis is s Mecca_of Poles. ‘The Einperoc
Alexander 1 appointed Prince Anton Jablo-
nowski to escort Kozciusko's renaing tothe
toreb of the kings of Poland in Cmcow.
They wero conveyed in a splendid carriage,
especially constructed in Parisand deposited
ctween the sarcophagus of Jobn Sobijeski
and P'riuce Ponidtowski. Kosciutco willed
one halt of bis possessions, 95,000 francs,

¢ ]t was be, who, w!:lle m this conatry. m-
celved the fden, and by his untired exrrtion
into existecce l\:e famons ** l‘ol::cchnlnlldzml"
at West Point. The monument erected 10 his
memory io the ld)oluins :mnndl of that estal-
lisliment 1y the best wituess of 3
t TLis exclamation put in tbo mon!b of Koeci
oako, was evidently manufact b( the eneuies
of Poland for vulitical uuo:u- 3 proved sub-

sequently,

to my sister Thaddea, married to the Count
lorosini. and the other to the poor o
Eolothurn. I\nr the berinning of the fizst
Polish|Revolution Kotciutko {reed the serfs
on hu atrimonial estate and transferred
the to bis sister, Mme. Estko.
WHO THE NAEBRATOR IS8,

Colonel Zeltner, st present residing at
Hoboken, New Jersey, the venerablerelic
of those bygone imee, notwithatanding his
age(heisnow over 81 yearsold), enjoys good
health acd is alwaysia :ondzfmle. only his
sight bas become of late s little slighted.
His face is full and fresh colored, and his
bearing soldierly. 1le became s Major of
Guards in the Ruiso-Pelish armny be-
fore the memorablo revolution of 1Sil.
Then ho ioined the struzciine Poles. 1lav-
ing distingaished himellin all the prineipal
battles, be was on one aceasion elevated on
the ficld to the runk of Colonel, ond adorned
with the mlht..ry golden crosa—" Virtuts--
Anlitary ”—of Poland, the most exalted
Polish decoration, Affer the reverse of the
Politharmy he took refuge with the rem-
pants of patriots, on Prassian territory.
Soon after, having dvtermined to reck his
xorlune in Awerics, ho catne directly to
Netw York and settled permancatly in Ho-
boken, where, haviug lost his money by
some vicisgsituder, ho began to teach musio
d lanzuages, suceeeding tolerably well,
l.uul six 3eurs ago, when his eyesight ba<
came impuired.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




