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"' POLISE LITERATURE,

. Neglectéd Works in the Slavo-
nian Langnage.

ARNIVERSARY OF AN AUTHGOR.

Kraszewski, the Waltor Scott of Poland,
an Exils from the Land of his
Birth—Poats—Ete.

Few educated men among the Enslish-
sveaking races have nny idea of the extent
and scarcely of the exirtence of the litera-
tore of tho Slavonian races. Though con-
stituting by far the most numerous race in
Earope. their languages ‘and the literarv
treasures thev contain Are nlmost a sealed
book to the Western nations. In that, jn-
deed, there is & strikine resemblnnce be-
tween the present condition of Slavonian
litersture and the position occupied iu
Europe by the German little more than a
century #ro. The namea of the great Gor-
man writers, which bave since becomo
familiario the wholo Earopean world, were
all but unknown outside tho limits of Ger- ,
many down to tho latter part of ihe last
centurs, and even the creat Frederiok him-
sclf disdained to use the languace of Leib-
itz and Lessine, which he rexorded as s
mere barbarous dialect. So it is pow with
the Elavonian lancuares: and yot they are
" eslittle deserving of neclect, and may ere
lonz as:ume ar imporiant a place in the
cultare o: the world ar anyol their \Western
sisters. Amonc the Slavonian lnoguages,
the Polish unquestionably possesscs the
wmost extensive and

I¥PORTANT LITERATUZRE.

‘1no number o publications annually is-
rued throughont DPoland far surpasscs
those issued in Russian through the wkolo
Empire at the prescnt dsy. Moreover, this
Literary activity o* the Poles i3 nota thing
ot yesterday, Written compositions in
their lanevago date ay carly a3 the tenth
century, and although the Latin for a lons
veriod was used Ly the learned to a greater
extent in Poland than in £ny other Kuro-
Deau eountry, the national lanzuage shared
in the cultivativn of the Rennis«ance and
subsequent times. The University of Cra-
cow, founodod 3o tho fourtcenth osn-
tury, ranked with those of Parts and Bo-
logea in the learning of its prolessors
and in the number of its students, who
flocked _there 1rom 2l parts ot Eu-
rope. Tao rolizious disputes of tho
sixteenth century gevo an addiiional im-
pulse to tue cultivation ot tho national
languege and tho frequont olections con-
tribated to the same rernlt. Tho wide-
spread koowledeze of Latin aided power-
lully in torming the/Polish lancusge on tho
anoient models, and early made it for clo-
gance and  strensth cqual cr parhaps
superlor te its ocntemporaries. Tho pames
of the great 'Polish writors are, it_is trae,
lize those of the Germans in tho sixteenth,
sovcntoeo:h and cicuteenth centurics.
almost unkuown to western readers: but
the name of the great astronomer, Nicvlaas
Copernicua, elono would be enouvt to vio-
dicato tho 1inteliectual claims of Poland.
Amoog tho other writers of the eixteantn
nud two fullowing centurios tha pocts Rev.
Kochanowski, Krasick1, the historians Gor-
nicki, Stryjkowski, Iiclski. Naruszowiez.
the orators Scarga, Birkowski, and a bost
ot others, bold a distioguished vlace. i

TAE PARYITION OP POLAND.

The great polsticnl crime of tha eichteent!
century, did not quench theintellcctual lifo
of tae Potes. At the beginning of tho pres-
ent contury apocars Adaia Mickiewrcz, who
in the estimntion of his coantrymen 28 well
23 tho German, French, Italiap and Englith
scholary, 18 considored one of the wreatest
poeis of the wor!d. After nim an illustrious
vand of poots like Krasinski, Slowaciki. Zn-
loski, Pol. Srrokowia, Lenartowicz, tho his-
toriana and philozophors DBartoszewics,
Saajnocha, Lelewel. Kromer, Libelt, Tren-
towiki and o hot of others have since TOT-
thily muintained tho claim of tho Polish
languace to be the first of tne Slavonian
tonguos in all that makes a laneuago great.
In modorn . Polish literaturo verhapa the
most widely popular writer is L. 1. Kras-
zewski, wbo may bo styled tho Walter
Beott of Poland. Hie tworks have at-
taioed A bitberto unheard-of popular-
ity emong his countrymen and many
of his cherming novels havo tcen
translated into French, German, English
and Itslian., Though a poet and bistorian
of bizh ronute it 1s chicfly as a writer of
fiction that Kraszawski is more univorsally
knowaz, and in that branch his works are at
?gcp distinguished by thoir excollonce and
eir

WP #aea

MARVELOUS NUMBER.

The number of volumes which he bas
actually published amounts to 46v, ex-
clusivo of contributions 1o magazines and
veriodical literature. Whon it is remem-
bered that all this represents actun! per-
sonal work (unlike the novels of Dumas
and somo others), it must bo ad miited that
Krnezewski's fertility is & prodiey in litern-
tore, aod only cqualed by that ot the
Spanish Love de Veca. Although rapidiv
approaching the allotted throe socroan:t
ton ycars of lifo, tho vonerablo poet stiil
continuce his labors, though be is ‘orvidden
by the Ruesian Governioont to reside 1n hia
native land. Ilis countrvmen throughonut
Rursia, Austrin, Germany and Switzurland |
colobrated worthily the firtieth anniversary
of his literary eareer. An edition of his
solected worke, arranged 30 as to pass the
Russian press censorship, was prepared end
50,000 ovpies wero sold to raise a tund for
his benefit. Tho proceeds were presented
to the veteran at Dresden, on the 19th of
March last, the anniveraary in question, by
a spacial comwittee selected ‘rum the mnst
prominent of his countrrmen. Oa the
saine dcy derulations snd_addresses from
representatives of the Polish race througn-
out tho world testificd to tho placo whica is
held mn the roarts of bis countrymen by the
rreat Polish wniter. The Polish socicties
of Amcrica, whioh are some Lundreds in
sumber, inciuding that of San Francicco,
ol soined in the demonsiration, which was
alike honarable 10 1ts obiect and to the na-
tion which offered it, and which showed
tust, even in her mistorrunes, Polana can
“1ill appreciate the services and patriotiswm
ot er children.
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